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Dear Parent/Carer, 

Please read this document with your son/ward, sign and return the slip below 
to acknowledge receipt of the Curriculum Plan for your son/ward.   
Your son/ward should also cut the Curriculum Overview and stick it in his 
exercise book as evidence of reading, knowing and understanding what he 
will study this academic year.  If you wish to contact me at any point during 
the school day, you may do so through the main school office.   Looking 
forward to working with you and thank you in advance for your support.  

Yours Sincerely 

Mrs Blake

(Head of Religious Education Department) 

Reply Slip 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I acknowledge receipt of the Curriculum Plan for my son/ward. 

Pupil’s Name _______________________________________     Form ________ 

________________________________         ________________________________ 

Signed (Parent)              Signed (Student) 
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St Ignatius College Mission Statement: 

St. Ignatius is a Catholic community that is learning-centred and supportive in the Ignatian 
tradition.  The College is committed to education of the whole person and the development 
of young adults of competence, conscience and compassion who will be of service in the 
community.  We strive to recognise God’s presence in all things, to celebrate the pursuit of 
personal excellence and to live with hope and respect for all creation. 

Religious Education at St Ignatius College 

Mission Statement 

The focus of the RE Department is the pursuit of ‘human excellence’ through the teaching of 
RE. By ‘Excellence’ is meant the ‘proper’ use of talents and gifts in the service of others, of 
Christ and the Kingdom of God. The department seeks to foster the ‘Ignatian’ concept of 
magis (more) in the pupils’ efforts to develop their human excellence. 

Department Aims 

The aims of the Religious Education Department are: 

• To witness Gospel values in our role as teachers
• To make a specific contribution, alongside other curriculum areas, to the spiritual

development of students, by providing opportunities for growth;
• To provide a challenging academic curriculum that develops students’ knowledge,

understanding and critical awareness of the Catholic faith within the context of
Christianity and other World Religions.

• To facilitate quality learning experiences, that meet the needs of the students
• To foster self-esteem by valuing and affirming every individual and their

contributions to dialogue.
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Background 

In year 9, students follow Schemes of work that is in line with the Religious Education 
Curriculum Directory.  This is based on the Catechism of the Catholic Church and therefore 
offers students the opportunity to develop their Catholic faith.  They follow EDEXCEL’s 
Religion and Society  and Catholic Christianity textbooks. 

 

Skills 

Pupils will be required to be able to look up Bible references, conduct a research and be 
able to evaluate their answers. Their moral and spiritual development will be enhanced 
through discussions. They will be reflective learners. Group and paired work will equip them 
with tolerance.  Presentations in lessons will help them develop their communication skills.  
They will develop critical thinking skills and an ability to analyse issues from their view point 
and that of others. 

 

Course Outline 

Autumn 1– Christian Denominations and Rights and Responsibilities  
 
Students will study different Christian Denominations at the start of the Autumn term.  This 
unit enables them to explore the similarities and differences between different Christian 
denominations.  They will also investigate the first part of rights and responsibilities in 
religion which allows them to discuss how to make moral decisions.  Topics include:  The 
Catholic Church, The Church of England, The Baptist Church, The Bible as a basis for making 
Moral Decisions, The role of Conscience in making Decisions, Situation Ethics in Moral 
Decision making, Human Rights in the UK. 
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Autumn 2 – Environmental and Medical Ethics  
 
This unit allows students to complete issues on rights and responsibilities and engage with 
environmental and medical ethics.  Students will study the nature of genetic engineering 
and explore the causes of global warming and identify solutions to this problem.  They will 
also study natural resources and stewardship.  Topics include: Global Warming, Pollution, 
Stewardship. 
 

 
 
Spring 1 – Peace and Conflict  
 
In this unit, students will conclude their investigation on transplant surgery and explore 
peace and conflict.  They will study the UN and world peace and explore causes of war and 
the just war theory.  They will deepen their understanding on the effects of bullying and 
study Christian attitudes to bullying.  Topics include: The UN and World Peace, Causes of 
War, Just War Theory, Bullying. 
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Spring 2 - Crime and Punishment 
 
Students will explore the need for law and justice in society.  They will investigate the 
reasons why justice is important for Christians.  They will develop arguments for and against 
capital punishment and study different Christian attitudes to capital punishment.  The issue 
of drugs and alcohol will also be explored.  Topics include: Law and Justice, The Nature of 
Capital Punishment, Social and Health problems caused by Drugs and Alcohol.  

 

 
Summer 1 – Beliefs and Values 
 
The summer term will give students the opportunity to be introduced to their GSCE course.  
They will study an introduction to belief and value and deepen their understanding of the 
meaning and importance of Christian beliefs and values.  They will also explore the meaning 
and importance of salvation from sin.  Topics include:  God as a Trinity and Creator, 
Salvation, Love of God and Others, Religious Communities. 
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Summer 2 – Worship and Celebration  
 
The final unit gives students the opportunity to understand the effects of the sacraments 
and their importance.  They will also study the features of a Catholic Church and be able to 
explain why they have those features.  Topics include: The Sacraments, The Nature of Mass, 
Features of a Catholic Church. 
 

 
 

Keywords:  These are some examples of keywords used throughout the 
course. Every student should know how to spell them, their meaning and use 
them regularly in their work.   

 
Denomination 
 
 

 
Conscience 

 
Decalogue 

 
Human Rights 

 
Global Warming 
 
 

 
Stewardship 

 
Environment 

 
Absolution 

 
Aggression 
 
 

 
Exploitation 

 
Just War 

 
Pacifism 

 
Transubstantiation 
 
 

 
Forgiveness 

 
Justice 

 
Trinity 

 
Capital Punishment 
 
 

 
Reform 

 
Sin 

 
Situation Ethics 
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Suggested things to do, books your son can read or appropriate websites which will be of help: 
 

 Attend Mass as a family. 
 Buy a Bible for homework (or www.biblegateway.com). 
  www.reonline.org.uk 
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/ 
 http://cafod.org.uk/ 
 http://svp.org.uk/ 

 
 Homework will be set every week in line with school policy.  Please check 
Show My Homework and encourage your son/ward to revise regularly.  
Assessments will be carried out throughout the course with end of unit test 
every half term and at least a Christmas and summer exam.  Students will 
gain further understanding of the assessment criteria through feedback from 
marked work and peer/self assessment. 

 

Curriculum Overview 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 

 

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Christian 
Denominations 
and Rights and 
Responsibilities  
 
The Catholic 
Church, The 
Baptist Church, 
The Bible as a 
basis for making 
Moral Decisions, 
Situation Ethics 
in Moral Decision 
making, Human 
Rights in the UK. 
 

 Environmental and 
Medical Ethics  

 

Global Warming, 
Pollution, Causes of 
Pollution and 
Solutions, 
Stewardship and 
how different 
religions respond to 
it. 

 

Peace and 
Conflict  

 

The UN and 
World Peace, 
Causes of War, 
Just War 
Theory, 
Bullying. 

 

Crime and 
Punishment  

Law and 
Justice, The 
Nature of 
Capital 
Punishment, 
Social and 
Health 
problems 
caused by 
Drugs and 
Alcohol. 

Beliefs and 
Values  
 
God as a 
Trinity and 
Creator, 
Salvation, Love 
of God and 
Others, 
Religious 
Communities. 
 

 

Worship and 
Celebration  

The Sacraments, 
The Nature of 
Mass, Features 
of a Catholic 
Church. 

 

http://www.reonline.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/
http://cafod.org.uk/
http://svp.org.uk/
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