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Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Year 9 Options Process 2021 
 
It is the time of year that we begin the process for Year 9 students to select their GCSE options for Key 
Stage 4. Due to the current circumstances, this process will be run differently to previous years. This is an 
especially important decision for your family to make and as such we have planned a series of events to 
support you in making the right decision. We will endeavour to provide you with as much information on 
the process and the subject choices as we possibly can over the next few weeks.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to highlight the rearranged date for the Year 9 GCSE Options Parents 
Information Evening, which will take place on Wednesday 3rd March 2021. This event will take the form 
of a pre-recorded presentation outlining the options process, followed by a live Q&A session. 
 
The evening will begin at 6.00pm with a presentation from me, Mrs Letford (SLT Link to Year 9) and Mr 
Opoku-Mensah (Year 9 Learning Coordinator). You will also receive the Options Information Booklet with 
subject video links and details on how to access and complete the Online Options Form. The evening will 
conclude at 7.30pm. 
 
After this event, there will then be a further 2 weeks in which to discuss your son’s ideas and future plans 
in order to help him make the most appropriate choices. This is also the time for you to ask further 
questions or seek advice from school staff if you wish to do so. 
 
 
Year 9 Options Timeline 2021 
 
Date Event Detail 
Monday 18th 
January – Friday 
5th February 2021 

Introductory 
Events 

• Students will receive an introductory assembly 
outlining the basic process of options. 

• Subject videos detailing key information about each 
course will be posted on Google Classrooms for 
students and parents to access. 

• Options Subject Leaders will visit form times and 
assemblies to give further information about their 
subject and answer any student questions. 

Wednesday 10th 
February 2021 

Students 
Mentoring Event 

• Students will receive a detailed assembly reinforcing 
the options process. 

• Students will attend a tailored small group mentoring 
session with a member of the Senior Leadership 
Team to discuss their choices. 

• There will be individual meetings arranged to support 
the parents of students with special educational 
needs or for whom 3 option subjects may not be 
appropriate. 



 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday 3rd 
March 2021  
6.00pm-7.30pm 
 

Parents 
Information 
Evening  

• A pre-recorded presentation outlining the options 
process, followed by a live Q&A session. 

Friday 19th March 
2021 
 

Deadline for 
Option choices 

• Students and Parents must submit their online 
options form by this date. 

 
Students who miss this deadline may not be allocated their first choice subjects. 
 
Following the receipt of the Online Options Form, there will be a period of consultation with Subject Leaders 
and the Senior Leadership Team. It may be that certain students are advised to review their choices. If 
this is the case, it will be done in consultation with parents. 
 
Course choices should be finalised by the middle of May. Please be aware that once students start in Year 
10 it is impossible for them to change courses, so it is vital that your son makes his choices carefully. 
 
I am sure that you will find these events supportive and constructive. If you have any questions at any 
stage regarding the Options process, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Opoku-Mensah (Year 9 Learning 
Coordinator) and Mrs Letford (SLT Link to Year 9). 
 
Thank you as always for your support as your son embarks on the next stage of his academic journey. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Mr D Smith 
Deputy Headteacher 


