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Dedication of Studies 

 
 

Father, you are creator of the universe 
and author of all that surrounds our lives. 

 
Send us your Spirit of wisdom as we study.  

Let our efforts lead us to a deeper knowledge 
of you, of your people and of your world. 

 
May we find you, our Creator and Lord, our 
God and Saviour, in all things, Father, Son 

and Spirit.  
 

Amen 
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Your Key Stage 4 Choices Booklet 
 
 

You are now about to enter a really important part of your educational journey, where you are 
able to choose some of the subjects you study for the next two years at St Ignatius College. 
As well as the core curriculum, you now need to select the three other subjects that you wish 
to study.  We are really committed to ensuring that you follow a curriculum that is broad and 
balanced. 

This booklet is designed to give you and your families the information you need to make 
informed choices about the courses you will take in Years 10 and 11.  It is essential that you 
take the time to read this carefully and that you talk to the people who can give you sound 
advice on what subjects will be best for you.  This will include your parents, form tutor, subject 
teachers, career advisors and Mrs Campbell-Simms. 

We will give you much help and advice on these important decisions throughout the process. 
Our aim is to ensure you have every opportunity to prepare for the next step in your future, 
whether that is in our Sixth Form, on an apprenticeship programme, and then to College or 
University and finally in the career of your choice. As young Ignatians this is an important step 
for you to gear up to ‘go forth and set the world on fire’ (St Ignatius). 

We are here to make this a reality for you. 

 

Mr Petrie 
Deputy Headteacher 
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Important Dates for Option Choices 
 
 

31st January 2019 
15th February 2019 
May 2019 
June 2019    

Choices Evening – Booklet and choices form issued 
Deadline to return choices form 
Final choices confirmed 
KS4 Courses begin in core subjects 

 
 

What are my plans after Year 11? 
Qualifications you gain from these GCSE courses will form the basis of your application to our 
sixth form, to college or employment with training. Colleges and employers want to see a 
breadth of subjects. Many of you may not know yet exactly what you want to study  
after year 11, and in two years’ time there may be subjects and courses available that you 
have not yet heard of. You need to select a balanced range of subjects now to give yourself 
the widest possible opportunities in the future.  
 

What am I good at? 
You need to match your choice of subjects to your ability and aptitude. Please look beyond 
the name of the subject you are choosing and consider the balance between controlled 
assessments, portfolio work, and final examinations. Does the subject matter and method of 
working suit you? 
 
 

What do I enjoy?  
Most people do well if they are studying subjects they enjoy. We want you to enjoy your 
learning. Think hard about whether your enjoyment of a subject is because of the content of 
the course or whether it is influenced by your classmates or current teacher. Only subject 
content can be guaranteed for Years 10 and 11.  
 

What are my choices? 
EVERYONE will study a ‘core’ curriculum of GCSE English Lanugage and Literature, 
Mathematics, Double Science, Religious Education, and (non-examinable) Citizenship and 
Games.  Students will add 3 more subjects to this core. 
  

When you make your choices, you will be asked to pick your top 5 preferences, in order to 
ensure everyone gets 3 out of their 5 preferences. 
 

The Options Process 
Once the choice forms have been received we create blocks in order to allow us to build the 
new timetable.  We organise these blocks to allow as many people as possible to take their 
first choice of subjects and we speak to students for whom this is not possible as soon as we 
can. When all choices have been finalised the blocks become fixed and it is no longer 
possible to move people between subjects. In short, this means that taking your time to get 
your choices right before you submit your form is really important because there is a limited 
amount we can do to accommodate late changes to subject choices.  
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Key points to note 
 
Raised Participation Age 
You will be required to stay in education or training until you turn 18. This can include school, 
college, apprenticeships or a combination of work and training. 
 
GCSE Specifications 2019-21 
Examinations will take place at the end of the course. 
In some subjects (English, Geography, History and Religious Education) additional marks are 
awarded for the accuracy of spelling, punctuation and grammar in questions that require 
extended answers. 
 

The Numerical GCSE Grades 
 
All GCSE courses are now graded numerically. 
The Numerical GCSE grading structure will have three fixed, ‘hard wired’ links to the more 
familiar letters system: 

• The bottom of grade 4 will be closely aligned to the bottom of the ‘old’ C grade 
• The bottom of grade 1 will be closely aligned to the bottom of the ‘old’ G grade. 
• The bottom of grade 7 will be closely aligned to the bottom of the ‘old’ A grade. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tiers of Entry for GCSE Exams 
 
Whilst most GCSEs set the same paper for ALL candidates, Mathematics, Double Award 
Science and Modern Foreign Languages have different papers for different  tiers of entry 
(foundation and higher).  Final decisions on tiers of entry are not usually made until February 
of the year the exams will be taken. Students will be entered for the tier which best suits their 
demonstrated abilities at the time of entry. 
 
There will be 2 tiers of entry for Mathematics, Science and Modern Foreign Language 
GCSEs: 

• Foundation Tier: Grades 1-5 
• Higher Tier: Grades 4-9 
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CORE CURRICULUM 
 
English Language 
 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Course Outline: 
The GCSE in English Language will require you to read a range of high quality and 
challenging texts from literature, literary fiction, unseen fiction and non-fiction, essays, and 
journalism from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries.  There will be a great emphasis upon 
accurate and effective writing using Standard English, and we will be focusing on spelling, 
punctuation and grammar as well as the use of adventurous vocabulary and different 
sentence structures. 
 
The course aims to develop your ability to: 

• communicate accurately, appropriately and effectively.  
• respond creatively and analytically to a range of challenging texts. 
• access unseen texts. 

 
Assessment: 
 

• 100% of the final GCSE grade comes from examinations taken at the end of Year 11.  
• There will be NO controlled assessments.  
• There is only one tier of entry. 
• Grades will be awarded numerically.  
• You will complete tasks for Speaking and Listening (now called Spoken Language) 

although the results will NOT contribute towards your final grade.  
 
Resources: 
The English Section of the school website will contain a wide range of information to help you 
to support your learning during both the English Language and English Literature GCSEs.   
 
Careers related to English Language and English Literature:   
GCSE English Language and Literature help to develop your ability to communicate the 
spoken and written word.  Communication skills are important in all careers, especially those 
that involve working with a team, managing others or dealing with the general public. 
 
Careers in journalism, public relations, law, teaching and advertising rely particularly on 
effective communication skills. 
 
Most further education courses and job vacancies will require you to have a good result at 
GCSE English Language (usually grade 4 or 5). 
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CORE CURRICULUM 
 
English Literature 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
 
Course Outline: Year 10 
In year 10 students undertake a study of a Modern text (An Inspector Calls) and a 19th 
century novel (The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde or A Christmas Carol).  
 
Skills  

• AO1: maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response and use 
textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 

• AO2 :Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings 
and effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate. 

• AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which 
they were written.  

• AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and 
effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 

 
Course Outline: Year 11 
In year 11 students must undertake a study of a Shakespeare text (Macbeth), a poetry cluster 
and unseen poetry analysis.  
  
Skills 

• AO1: Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response and use 
textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate interpretations. 

• AO2: Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings 
and effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate. 

• AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which 
they were written.  

• AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and 
effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 

 
Assessment: 
Students will be expected to complete half termly practice paper questions on the unit and 
skills that they have studied. A full mock exam will take place in June each year.  Ongoing 
teacher and peer or self-assessment will also provide regular feedback for improvement. 
 
Year 11 – there will be two final examinations for English Literature:  
Paper 1 – 1 hour 45 minute closed book examination made up of two sections:  
Section A: Shakespeare study* 
Section B: 19C novel study* 
(40% of total GCSE) 
Paper 2 – 2 hour 15 minute examination made up of three sections:  
Section A: Modern text study* 
Section B: Poetry* 
Section C: Unseen poetry** 
(60% of total GCSE) 
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CORE CURRICULUM  
 
Mathematics 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
Course Outline: 
 
The Mathematics course provides opportunities for you to continue to develop skills in 
Number, Algebra, Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change, Geometry and Measures, 
Probability, Statistics and using and applying Mathematics, with particular emphasis on 
problem solving. 
 
The lessons continue from the work you did at Key Stage 3.  Many of the mathematical skills 
which you learn on the GCSE Mathematics course are useful in other subjects, particularly 
Science, Geography and Technology. A good standard of Mathematics is required for entry to 
most college and university courses and job vacancies. 
 
Edexcel 1MA1 in Mathematics  
This GCSE is offered to all the students and has two tiers: 

• Higher tier (awarding grades 4 to 9)  
• Foundation tier (awarding grades 1 to 5) 

 
It is a two/three year course with the final exams taking place in May/June of Year 11.  There 
is no coursework or controlled assessment requirement for GCSE Mathematics. 

(All exams are equally weighted. Each exam takes 1 hour 30 minutes and is worth 80 marks). 
 

Careers related to Mathematics: 
The study of Mathematics helps you to learn how to think logically, calculate accurately, work 
methodically, solve problems and handle data.  These skills are useful for numerous careers 
including finance, engineering, motor vehicle industry, construction, surveying, retail, market 
research, IT and catering.  You also need to be able to work with numbers in everyday life 
from paying bills, working out mortgage repayments and budgeting costs.  

 
 
 

Assessment: 
Edexcel 1MA1 in Mathematics 
Both Higher and Foundation tiers will be assessed in the summer of Year 11 through: 

• 1 Non-Calculator Paper  
• 2 Calculator Papers 

  

Is GCSE required in this subject to study this subject at A Level? 
Students are required to achieve a grade 7 or above to study Mathematics at A Level.  In 
order to study A-level Further Mathematics students must achieve a grade 8 or above at 
GCSE. 
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CORE CURRICULUM 
 
Religious Education 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
Course Outline: 
It is part of the mission of St Ignatius College to ensure that all students develop excellent 
knowledge and understanding of Roman Catholicism.  This will enable students to engage the 
Catholic faith in relation to the modern world and appreciate its unique and pressing 
perspectives.  All students will follow a two year course in GCSE Religious Education. 
 
Area of Study 1 - Catholic Christianity 
This area of study comprises an in-depth study of Catholic Christianity as a lived religion 
within the United Kingdom and throughout the world. There are four sections: Beliefs and 
Teachings; Practices; Sources of Wisdom and Authority; Forms and Expressions of the ways 
of life.   
 
Assessment: 
Paper 1: The assessment is 1 hour and 45 minutes.  
The paper will assess spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) and use of specialist 
terminology and will contribute a maximum of 5% of marks towards the overall weighting for 
this paper.  
 
Area of Study 2 – Judaism 
This area of study comprises an in-depth study of Judaism as a lived religion within the United 
Kingdom and throughout the world. There are two sections: Beliefs and Teachings; Practices.  
 
Assessment: 
Paper 2: The assessment is 50 minutes.  
The paper will assess spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) and use of specialist 
terminology and will contribute a maximum of 5% of marks towards the overall weighting for 
this paper.  
 
Area of Study 3: Philosophy and Ethics (Catholic Christianity)   
This area of study comprises an in-depth study of Philosophy and Ethics in the context of 
Catholic Christianity as a lived religion within the United Kingdom and throughout the world. 
There are two sections: Arguments for the Existence of God; Religious teachings on 
relationships and families in the 21st century.  The significance and importance of the various 
beliefs, issues and practices to Catholics today will be explored throughout the two sections.  
This will include reference to how the Bible informs a Christian’s understanding of the topics.  
 
Assessment: 
Paper 3: The assessment is 50 minutes.  
The paper will assess spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) and use of specialist 
terminology and will contribute a maximum of 5% of marks towards the overall weighting for 
this paper. 
  
Progression Opportunities: 
The completion of a GCSE in Religious Studies especially supports progression in the Sixth 
Form to study humanities subjects, in particular A Level Philosophy & Ethics. 
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CORE CURRICULUM 
 

Combined Science  
Exam Board: AQA 
 
The specification for Combined Science includes 16 required practical experiments which will 
be assessed in the year 11 exam.  This will develop students’ scientific skills to the level 
required for higher education.    
 
Course Outline: 
Combined Science students will have 9 lessons over a fortnight with two teachers dedicated 
to extending students’ knowledge and understanding, and making sure they make good 
progress.  
 
Year 10 – Knowledge and Understanding: 
In Biology you will study the Science of diseases as well as the building blocks of all 
organisms – cells. In Chemistry you will study how Chemistry impacts on everyday life and 
how scientists have developed their understanding of the structure of the atom.  In Physics 
you will study the fundamentals of waves and energy to develop a greater understanding of 
how science works. 
 
Year 11 – Knowledge and Understanding: 
In Biology you will look at how organisms interact with their environment while in Chemistry 
you will look at how Chemistry is linked to our environment.  Physics will help develop your 
understanding of the universe with units of study on space and light.  
 
Assessment: 
Students will sit six exams at the end of year 11 (2 Biology exams, 2 Chemistry exams and 2 
Physics exams). All the papers are 1 hour 15 minutes and 15% of the assessment will be 
allocated to practical skills.  There is no coursework. 
 
How is Triple Science different to combined Science? 
Both courses cover Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  In each unit of work triple students study 
an advanced section.  For example in the diseases chapter they will learn about monoclonal 
antibodies where combined students will not.  This extra knowledge means extra time needs 
to be given to the course and so Triple Science has 4 additional hours of teaching.  
 
Do I need to take Triple Science to study Science at A Level? 
Not necessarily. Triple science students will experience more A level concepts that will allow 
them to begin their A level journey faster and ahead.  This said, you do not have to do triple 
Science to do A level Science as we have had many successful students go onto study 
Science who came from the combined Science route.   
 
Careers related to Science: 
The skills gained in Science GCSE are useful for careers in engineering, construction, 
medicine and health care, environmental health, conservation, laboratory work, agriculture, 
IT, food and drugs production.   
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NON-EXAMINED CORE CURRICULUM 
 

Citizenship 
A non-examination course 
 
Course Outline: 
A high-quality citizenship education programme helps to equip students with the knowledge, 
understanding and skills to prepare them to play a full and active part in society.  In particular, 
citizenship education fosters students’ awareness and understanding of democracy, 
government and how laws are made and upheld.  
 
Students will be taught about parliamentary democracy, electoral systems, the legal system, 
human rights and volunteering.  
 
Citizenship equips students with the skills and knowledge to explore political and social issues 
critically, to weigh evidence, debate and make reasoned arguments. It also prepares students 
to take their place in society as responsible citizens, manage their money well and make 
sound financial decisions. 
 
Due to the nature of the subject, Citizenship provides many opportunities for questioning, 
investigation and creativity.  
 
Assessment: 
By the end of Key Stage 4, students are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, 
skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 
 
Literacy: 
Students are encouraged to read relevant articles and enhance their literacy skills through 
extensive writing.  
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NON-EXAMINED CORE CURRICULUM 
 

Games 
A non-examination course 
 
Students spend three lessons every two weeks engaged in Physical Education. The 
programme builds on many of the sports and activities already learned in Year 7-9. 
 
Course Outline: Year 10 
Activities are divided into blocks lasting for half a term.  Students will take part in rugby, 
football, basketball, athletics, softball and outdoor education. 
 
Course Outline: Year 11 
Activities are divided into blocks lasting for half a term.  Students will take part in basketball, 
football/rugby and health related fitness/tennis. 
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OPTION 
SUBJECTS 
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Art 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
Course Outline: 
This course requires an adventurous and enquiring approach to the subject and developing 
the skills to express it.  You will develop an understanding of past and contemporary art and 
design and be able to produce a personal response embracing a range of ideas.  You will visit 
galleries such as Tate Modern to help you to investigate the artwork of different artists.  You 
will experiment with a range of media and materials including printmaking, photography, 
collage, textiles, three-dimensional studies, painting and drawing, enabling you to develop 
confidence with your skills.  You will continue to develop your critical thinking in response to a 
range of art and artists. 
 
Assessment:      
The final examination consists of two compulsory components:                 
 
Component 1 – Personal Portfolio (60%) 
You will work two extended projects for your coursework assessment, each of which will 
include preliminary studies, development work, a final outcome and historical and critical 
research. 
 
Component 2 – Externally Set Assignment (40%) 
The test paper is issued at the beginning of February in year 11. 
 
You will have a number of weeks in which to plan and prepare a final outcome which you 
produce during the 10 Hour Controlled Assessment spread over two days in April.  This work 
will be produced under exam conditions. 
 
Progression Opportunities: 
You may wish to do a GCSE in Art & Design for its own sake, perhaps to form the basis of a 
future interest or to study further for A Level and then at University.  
 
Careers related to Art: 
Architecture, animation visualisation, illustration, product design, fashion, textiles, ceramics, 
silversmithing, jewellery, visual media, graphics, sculptor, painter, game design to name a 
few. 
 
New technologies are creating a whole new range of courses and careers where Art is being 
used in innovative ways.  
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Business Studies 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
Course Outline: 
The aims of the course are to apply knowledge and critical understanding to current issues 
and problems in a wide range of business contexts.  

 
Year 10 – Knowledge and Understanding: 
In year 10 students are introduced to small businesses. Theme One includes enterprise and 
entrepreneurship; spotting a business opportunity; putting a business idea into practice; 
making the business effective and understanding external influences on business. 
 
Skills: 
Students learn how to communicate (verbal and written) detailed knowledge and 
understanding of theories, issues and current practice of business, using business 
terminology accurately and appropriately.  
 
Year 11 – Knowledge & Understanding: 
In year 11 students learn how to build on their understanding of business from year 10. 
Theme Two is entitled ‘Building a Business’ and looks at the issues arising from moving from 
a small to a medium-sized business.  It comprises elements such as marketing; operations; 
making financial decisions; effective people management; the wider world affecting business, 
including economic, ethical and environmental factors. 
 
Skills: 
Students build on the skills acquired in year 10 and will need to be able to write extended 
answers in the Theme Two exam. They will also reflect on their own values, opinions and 
attitudes in approaching key issues in business and the wider world. 
 
Assessment: 
Students will undertake examinations for Theme 1 and Theme 2 at the end of year 11. They 
will be assessed using a variety of methods in class and in homework, including self- and 
peer-assessment; formative assessment shows students how they can develop and improve 
so as to achieve or exceed their target grade.  Past exam questions are used throughout the 
course as are supporting materials from the textbooks provided. 
 
Literacy: 
The use of business terminology in its proper context is a major focus of the course but 
students will be guided to improve their verbal reasoning skills, discussion and criticism; also 
they are supported in their extended writing to write PEEL paragraphs with effective 
evaluative conclusions. 
 
Careers Related to Business Studies: 
Business Studies GCSE is an excellent preparation for anyone who wishes to work for a large 
business, bank or multi-national company, or to study Economics or Finance. It is also very 
useful for anyone who may wish to start their own business one day. 
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Computer Science 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Course Outline: 
Over the course you will cover the following:  
Computational thinking: This is the process of thinking through a complex problem, taking 
the time to understand what the problem is and then develop potential solutions for 
evaluation. These are then presented in a way that a computer, a human, or both, can 
understand.  
Theoretical content: Here you will understand the fundamentals of data representation and 
computer networks. You will earn about the computer systems that you will create and use 
and also delve in to the world cyber security and ethical legal and environmental impacts of 
digital technology.  
Aspects of software development: understand how to implement and test a design to make 
sure it works effectively. Learn how to complete an overall evaluation to help refine the end 
product. 
 
GCSE Computer Science helps you think about how technology is created. It allows you to 
understand how people work together with computers to develop world changing programmes. 
 
Skills: 
Alongside the practical expertise you’ll develop in your studies, you’ll also gain transferable skills 
which are valued in both higher education and the world of work. These include:  

• Problem-solving   
• Analysis  
• How to develop your skills to understand the ever changing world of technology   
• Working independently and within a team to identify and solve problems   
• Writing code  
• Logical thought   
• Research methods 

 
Assessment:   
Assessment consists of two written examination in the summer of Year 11. Together they will 
contribute to 100% of the grade. 
 
Paper 1: Computational Thinking and Problem Solving.  1 hour 30 minutes (50%)  
A mix of multiple choice, short answer and longer answer questions. The paper is set on 
practical based scenarios and programming fundamentals.  
 
Paper 2: Computational Theory.  1 hour 30 minutes (50%) 
A mix of multiple choice, short answer, longer answer and extended response questions.  Students 
recall, select and communicate knowledge and understanding of theoretical knowledge. They will 
develop their understanding of current and emerging technologies and how they work and apply this 
in a range of contexts. 
 
Programming Project: 20 hours  
 
The programming project develops a student's ability to use the knowledge and skills gained through 
the course to solve a problem. This comprises of one single project set by the examination board, 
students must work independently and produce a unique piece of work.  Students must select from 
one of six possible programming languages, Python is the main language used by the school.  
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Literacy: 
Keywords, subject knowledge revision and key spellings to help students with the 
understanding of key terms.  The ability to evaluate is central to success at GCSE, a great 
deal of classroom focus is given to the ability of students to discuss and amend their work 
using self and peer assessment.  
 
Careers related to Computer Science: 
Programming and computational thinking is a desired skill in Sciences, engineering, 
mathematics and many creative and artistic subjects.  The Computing sector is a big 
employment growth sector and there are many careers available. Specialist coding skills are 
at a premium.  
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Drama 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
This course will run subject to sufficient numbers of students opting for it. 
 
Course Outline: 
This course is designed for the enquiring, self-disciplined team player, who sees the 
advantages of a shared learning approach in and out of the classroom environment. You will 
be able to evaluate these skills through viewing professional performances and devising your 
own performances. Through studying, performing and evaluating scripts you will go on to 
produce engaging interpretations of your own. You will develop an understanding of past and 
contemporary theatre production and design, and be able to produce a personal response 
embracing a range of ideas. You will visit the theatre to help you to investigate different types 
of performances and writers. You will also experiment with a range of theatre techniques 
including classical, contemporary and physical, developing both your skills in performance 
and critical analysis. 
 
Assessment and Skills:      
 
Component 1 – Personal Portfolio (Course weighting 40%): 
You will create and develop your ideas for theatrical performance (30 marks) and you will 
perform these ideas by applying theatrical skills showing your influenced artistic intentions in 
a live performance (15 marks). Your portfolio will include written analysis and evaluation of 
your own work (15 marks). 
 
Component 2 – Performing 2 key extracts from a play to a visiting examiner (Course 
weighting 20%): 
(Chosen by the centre). You will perform 2 of the following; monologue, duologue or in small 
groups from the chosen play. These performances will be assessed by an external examiner. 
No written work is required for this component. 
 
Component 3 - Written exam (Course weighting 40%): 
You will be learning about a set text prescribed by the exam board. You must be aware of 
how this text is conveyed on the stage from an actor’s, director’s and designer’s point of view. 
You will be given questions in the written exam based on an extract from this set text. In 
addition you will experience live performances at different theatres and be expected to 
answer questions in the exam about an aspect of that performance. The written exam is 1½ 
hours long. 
 
Progression Opportunities: 
You may wish to do a GCSE in Drama for its own sake the basis of a future interest or to 
study further for A Levels and then at University. The course will give you the confidence to 
perform well in public speaking for interviews into specific competitive lines of work or 
universities.  
  
Careers related to Drama: 

Actor, Community Arts Worker, Arts Administrator, Theatre Director, Drama Therapist, 
Theatre Stage Manager, Broadcast Presenter, Film Director.  

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/actor
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/community-arts-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/arts-administrator
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/theatre-director
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/dramatherapist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/theatre-stage-manager
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/broadcast-presenter
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Food Preparation and Nutrition 
Exam Board: (AQA) 
This course will run subject to sufficient numbers of students opting for it. 
 
Course Outline 

• Students will develop skills in food preparation, researching, reviewing, planning, 
making, testing and evaluating. 

• Students will develop knowledge and understanding of food preparation, nutrition and 
health, food safety, food science, food provenance, food choice, and the processes 
and skills used in the food industry. 

• Students will learn about industrial practice and the importance of quality control, plus 
the health and safety concerns that must be followed at all times. 
 

The subject knowledge is taught through practical work, food experimentation and completion 
of a Level 2 Basic Food Hygiene Course to develop the individual students own capabilities 
and skill level. This learning builds upon the making elements studied at Key Stage Three. 
 
Students choosing this subject should have an aptitude towards developing their work to 
achieve quality products and a good level of food technology practical skills. A correct attitude 
towards hygienic practice and health & safety is essential. 
 
Assessment (GCSE) 
Single examination paper (50%)  
Section A (20 marks) Multiple Choice Questions – structured to reflect the sections of the 
specification.  
Section B (80 marks) – 5 questions varying in styles of approach and content 
1.75 hours duration. 
NEA – Non Exam Assessment                  
The Food Investigation Task (15%) Recommended time 10 hours 
The Food Preparation Assessment (35%) Recommended time 20 hours (including one 3 hour 
session) 
 
 
Progression Opportunities 
A student who has completed a GCSE or equivalent course in this subject and achieved a 
satisfactory result may be able to consider further study in the Sixth Form. 
  
Various Design & Technology subjects including hospitality & culinary arts are offered at 
degree level at university and are often chosen by students looking at a career in hospitality & 
tourism management.    
 
Careers related to Food Preparation and Nutrition 
You will develop useful skills for everyday life.  Food Preparation and Nutrition links with 
specific careers including: food nutritionist, catering & hospitality, chef and food scientist. 
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French  
Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
Course Outline:  
The aims of the French GCSE course are for students to develop: 

• the ability to communicate effectively in French.  Speaking another language really 
makes you stand out from the crowd 

• a knowledge of French vocabulary and structures, which in turn will increase brain 
capacity and improve memory skills, too 

• transferable language learning skills which will consequently  enhance confidence 
• an awareness and understanding of countries and communities where French is 

spoken and a wider understanding of world affairs in general 
 

The topics covered are: 
• Identity and culture – interests, daily life, festivals, music, sport and film 
• Local area, holiday and travel – travel and accommodation, places to see 
• School – what school is like, school activities, subjects, celebrating success 
• Future aspirations, study and work – using languages beyond the classroom 
• International and global dimension – sports and music events; environmental issues 

 
 
Assessment: 
This consists of the following four externally examined papers available at foundation or 
higher level:  
Listening and understanding (25%) 
(Foundation: 35 minutes; Higher: 40 minutes)  
Speaking (25%) 
(Foundation: 7-9 minutes; Higher: 10-12 minutes. 12 minutes’ preparation time)  
Reading and understanding (25%) 
(Foundation: 45 minutes; Higher: 60 minutes)  
Writing (25%) 
(Foundation: 1 hour 10 minutes; Higher: 1 hour 20 minutes)  
 
Progression Opportunities: 
It is an impressive achievement to speak a foreign language and students will have better 
options for their future. The French GCSE is highly valued by employers and universities. 
Many universities demand a GCSE in a language in order to do a degree in any subject. 
Knowledge of a foreign language may also increase your chances of finding a new job, 
getting a promotion or a transfer overseas, or of going on foreign business trips.  
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Geography  
Exam Board: AQA (Geography 8035) 
 
Course Outline: 
The course allows pupils to actively engage in the process of geography to develop as 
effective and independent learners, as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds. 
Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of geographical concepts and 
appreciate the relevance of these concepts to our changing world. They will develop a 
framework of spatial awareness in which to appreciate the importance of the location of 
places and environments, from a local to a global scale. 
Students will travel the world from their classroom, exploring case studies in the United 
Kingdom (UK), higher income countries (HICs), newly emerging economies (NEEs) and lower 
income countries (LICs). Topics of study include climate change, poverty, deprivation, global 
shifts in economic power and the challenge of sustainable resource use. Students are also 
encouraged to understand their role in society, by considering different viewpoints, values and 
attitudes. 
 
Assessment: 
Paper 1: Living with the physical environment 
An externally-assessed 1 hour 30 minute written exam with three sections. 
Section A: The Challenge of Natural Hazards; Section B: The Living World; Section C: 
Physical Landscapes in the UK. 
The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short answer, levels of response and extended 
writing questions. Geographical Skills will be examined throughout the paper. 
 
Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment 
An externally-assessed 1 hour 30 minute written exam with three sections: 
Section A: Urban issues and challenges; Section B: The changing economic world; Section C: 
The challenge of resource management. 
The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short answer, levels of response and extended 
writing questions. Geographical Skills will be examined throughout the paper. 
 
Paper 3: Geographical Application 
An externally-assessed 1 hour and 15 minute written exam with two sections. 
Section A: Issue evaluation based on a pre-release resources booklet made available 12 
weeks before the Paper 3 exam; Section B: Geographical Skills.  
The exam includes multiple-choice questions, short answer, levels of response and extended 
writing questions. Geographical Skills will be examined throughout the paper. 
 
Literacy: 
Up to 3 marks in Papers 1 and 2 are awarded for spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of 
specialist terminology. This rises to 6 marks in Paper 3. 
 
Careers related to Geography: 
Careers related to Geography are as diverse as working in the building industry as a Town 
Planner or Surveyor, to Tourism and Travel, to working in International Development or with 
an NGO or Aid Agency. 
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Health and Social Care 
OCR National (GCSE Equivalent)     
 
Course Outline: 
The Cambridge Nationals in Health and Social Care have been developed to give learners 
the opportunity to study in a more vocational way and can lead to employment in the Health 
and Social Care sector or progression to higher vocational qualifications. 
 
The design of the qualification will allow students the freedom to explore more 
deeply the areas of Health and Social Care where they will learn about the workings of the 
human body, care values which are promoted in adult and early years settings, the 
importance of different forms of communication and the practical skills and theory needed for 
First Aid. 
 
Through a range of projects you will study: 

• essential values of care for use with individuals in care settings 
• communicating and working with individuals in health, social care and early years 

settings 
• understanding body systems and disorders 
• using basic first aid procedures 

 
Assessment: 
The subject consists of four units of work; two mandatory units and two optional units. 
One unit is assessed through a written exam which can be taken twice during the course. The 
three other units are completed and marked by the college and are moderated externally. 
 
Careers in Health and Social Care 
 

• Ambulance Technician 
• Audiologist 
• Care Worker 
• Dental Hygienist 
• Dental Technician 
• Dietician 
• Nurse 
• Occupational Therapist 
• Paramedic                                                                                                                                                            
• Phlebotomist 
• Physiotherapist 
• Radiographer 
• Speech and Language Therapist 
• Social Worker 
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History 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
Course Outline: 
This course is designed to help you make conceptual, geographical, period and thematic links 
between topics 
 
The topics in Paper 1 and Paper 2 are linked together so you can apply contextual 
understanding from the thematic study to the Historic Environmental study. Paper 3 is the 
Modern Depth Study, the focus is on the interpretation and use of sources. 
 
Assessment: 
Paper 1: British Thematic study and historic environment.  Written examination: 1 hour and 
15 minutes (30%) 
Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000–present with Whitechapel, c1870–c1900: crime, 
policing and the inner city  
 
Paper 2: Period Study and British Depth Study.  Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes, 
(40%)  
Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941–91; Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88 

 
Paper 3: Modern Depth Study.  Written examination: 1 hour and 20 minutes, (30%) 
Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39  
 
Literacy: 
Key words and terminology are recorded, writing frames are provided to assist in the structure 
and organization of written understanding and evaluation.  The ability to explain, evaluate and 
reach supported judgments are central to success at GCSE, therefore the use of mark 
schemes, emphasis on connectives and re-drafting are key components towards success. 
 
Careers related to History: 
The study of History is particularly valuable for careers in law, business management, 
advertising, journalism, museum and archive work, architecture, publishing and the media. 
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Music 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
Course Outline: 
Music is a rich and diverse subject, perfect for those who want to be best prepared for the 
careers of the future, where creativity and the ability to think independently will be more 
valuable than ever.  Music is everywhere and everyone has their own favourite music.  When 
you study GCSE Music you get the opportunity to broaden your taste further and, importantly, 
to develop your skill in creating and performing.  You will be expected to play or sing as part 
of the course and for this reason you will perform regularly and be encouraged to participate 
fully in the musical life of the College.  This all takes persistence and dedication, and Music 
GCSE is hard work, but equally one of the most enjoyable subjects to learn and succeed in. 
 
Year 10 – Knowledge and Understanding: 
In year 10 students will continue the group working and independent skills they developed in 
year 9, but will spend the majority of their time working on performance and composition 
assessments. 
 
Skills: 
Fine motor skills; creativity and imagination; listening analytically; problem solving; knowledge 
of the body; research and independent learning. 
 
Year 11 – Knowledge and Understanding: 
Students will take the skills developed in year 10 and apply them in the study eight set works. 
These pieces of music will be studied in depth. 
 
Skills: 
Aural perception and appraising; using English analytically; essay writing; applying musical 
vocabulary; independent study. 
 
Assessment: 
Paper 1: Performing 30% (non-examined assessment, marked internally) 
Paper 2: Composing 30% (non-examined assessment, marked internally) 
Paper 3: Listening and Appraising 40% (written exam 1h 45m, externally marked) 
 
Careers related to GCSE Music: 
The creative and independent working skills that you will get when you choose GCSE Music 
will set you up well for a number of exciting careers. As well as the obvious careers in music 
performance and composition, when you choose GCSE Music you show employers and 
education providers that you have a wider range of interests and skills than most other 
students. Also, choosing GCSE Music shows that you have the dedication and commitment to 
learn a musical instrument. Former Music students often go on to successful careers in 
Performance, Composition, DJing, Advertising, Journalism, Sales, The Gaming Industry, 
Entertainment and Television, Film and Media, IT and Internet, Events and Hospitality, Music 
Production and Graphic design. 
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Triple Science  
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Course Outline: 
Triple Science students will have 14 lessons over a fortnight with three teachers dedicated to 
each specialism within the subject. Acceptance to study Triple Science will be conditional on 
achieving an average of 60% in Science Assessments in year 9. 
 
Year 10 – Knowledge and Understanding: 
In Biology you will study the Science of diseases as well as the building blocks of all 
organisms – cells. To understand how Chemistry impacts on everyday life and how scientists 
came up with the latest structure for the atom. In Physics you will study the fundamentals of 
waves and energy to develop a greater understanding of how Science works 
 
Year 11 – Knowledge and Understanding: 
In Biology you will look at how organisms interact with their environment while in chemistry 
they will look at how chemistry is linked to our atmosphere.  Physics takes a big step towards 
understanding the universe with chapters on space and light.  
 
Skills: 
Students need to be able to recall, select and communicate their knowledge and 
understanding of Science, apply skills, knowledge and understanding of Science in practical 
and other contexts.  Finally analyse and evaluate evidence, make reasoned judgements and 
draw conclusions based on evidence. 
 
Assessment: 
Students will sit six exams at the end of year 11 (2 Biology exams, 2 Chemistry exams and 2 
Physics exams). All the papers are 1 hour 45 minutes and 15% of the assessment will be 
allocated to practical skills. There is no coursework. 
 
Careers related to Science: 
If you achieve the grades for our A level courses we will support you in bridging any areas for 
development covered in the triple course.  In both courses you will learn how to use 
equipment safely, collect and use data, work in a team, solve problems and make judgements 
based on facts.   
 
These skills are useful for careers in engineering, construction, medicine and health care, 
environmental health, conservation, laboratory work, agriculture, IT, food and drugs 
production.  Chemistry is particularly important for medicine and pharmacy. Physics is 
important for technical careers. Biology is often needed for health care careers.  Science 
gives you an understanding of the real world. It is relevant beyond the laboratory and is highly 
desirable by universities and employers. 
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Spanish 
Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
Course Outline: 
The aims of the Spanish GCSE course are for students to develop: 

• the ability to communicate effectively in Spanish.  Speaking another language really 
makes you stand out from the crowd 

• a knowledge of Spanish vocabulary and structures, which in turn will increase brain 
capacity and improve memory skills, too.  Some studies claim that learning another 
language can improve your ability to multi-task and block out distractions  

• transferable language learning skills which will consequently  enhance confidence 
• an awareness and understanding of countries and communities where Spanish is 

spoken and a wider understanding of world affairs in general 
 

The topics covered are: 
• Identity and culture – interests, daily life, festivals, music, sport and film 
• Local area, holiday and travel – travel and accommodation, places to see 
• School – what school is like, school activities, subjects, celebrating success 
• Future aspirations, study and work – using languages beyond the classroom 
• International and global dimension – sports and music events; environmental issues 

 
 
Assessment: 
This consists of the following four externally examined papers,available at foundation or 
higher level:  
Listening and understanding (25%) 
(Foundation: 35 minutes; Higher: 40 minutes)  
Speaking (25%) 
(Foundation: 7-9 minutes; Higher: 10-12 minutes. 12 minutes’ preparation time)  
Reading and understanding (25%) 
(Foundation: 45 minutes; Higher: 60 minutes)  
Writing (25%) 
(Foundation: 1 hour 10 minutes; Higher: 1 hour 20 minutes)  
 
Progression Opportunities: 
It is an impressive achievement to speak a foreign language and students will have better 
options for their future. Language skills enable students to take their place in a multi-lingual 
global society. Many universities demand a GCSE in a language in order to do a degree in 
any subject. Knowledge of a foreign language may also increase your chances of finding a 
new job, getting a promotion or a transfer overseas, or of going on foreign business trips.  
Maybe you even dream of living overseas or travelling the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AMDG 
 

St Ignatius College Choices 2018-20 

Sports Science 
Exam Board: AQA 
 
Course Outline: 
The GCSE Sports Science course aims to develop practical skills and associated theoretical 
knowledge across a range of sports activities. 
 
Assessment: 
 
Paper 1: The human body and movement in physical activity and sport. Written exam: 1 hour 
15 minutes. (30%) 
Applied anatomy and physiology, movement analysis, physical training and use of data. 
 
Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport. Written exam: 
1 hour 15 minutes. (30%) 
Sports psychology, socio-cultural influence, health, fitness and well-being and use of data. 
 
Non-exam assessment:  
Practical performance in physical activity and sport. Assessed internally, moderated 
externally. (40%) 
What is assessed - practical performance in three different physical activities in the role of 
player/performer (one in a team activity, one in an individual activity and a third in either a 
team or in an individual activity) and analysis and evaluation of performance to bring about 
improvement in one activity. 
 
Progression Opportunities: 
A good grade in GCSE Sports Science will enable you to continue to study for a level 3 
qualification in the sixth form.  
 
Careers related to Sports Science: 
GCSE Sports Science helps you to build leadership and team-working skills, sports skills, 
communication and awareness of health & safety. 
 
There are many careers in sport, ranging from being a sports professional to coaching, 
teaching, sports development, team management, and marketing administration.  
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Useful Websites: 
 
www.careersbox.co.uk: A website where you will find films and interviews with young people 
working across a range of industry sectors, including apprenticeships. 
 
www.plotr.co.uk: Whether you’ve got a career in mind or you haven’t got a clue, Plotr can help 
you discover your future and guide you to careers you'll love. 
 
www.ucas.com: How to find out about A Level subjects needed for different university 
degrees. 
 
www.mooc-list.com: A massive open online course (MOOC) is a free study programme 
designed to be studied online by large numbers of students. In addition to the usual course 
materials such as video lectures, reading material, coursework and tests, MOOCs provide 
forums that help students and tutors build an online community – another way to help you 
decide on a University course / potential future career. 

 
Notes/Questions: 
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