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How we will be reporting your son’s progress this year.  
 

 

Three times during the academic year, teachers will indicate the progress your son is making in his 

subjects, taking into account your son’s assessments, understanding and contributions to lessons.  

For each of your son’s subjects he will receive a percentage score or level.  As well as this you will 

receive the average percentage/level of the cohort in the subject, an example of this is shown below.  

 

Students’ progress will then be graded based on their KS2 estimates and CATS scores. 

 

We have four categories to measure progress: 

 

Progress Interpretation 

Emerging 
Not yet working at the expected level because he is not yet consistently 

securing the skills and knowledge required to meet his personal targets. 

Expected 

Is meeting the high expectations set for him when he arrived from KS2. If he 

continues to work as he is now he will achieve the high grades we expect of 

him at KS4. 

Exceeding 
Is exceeding the expectations based on the level he entered secondary school 

with. 

Maintaining 
excellence 

Your son continues to achieve in the top 20% of his year group. Students in 

this category who do not place in the top 20% of the year group will be classed 

as emerging. We do this to motivate them to reach the highest level. 

 
 

Each students’ progress is compared to their own starting point, and these should not be viewed 

as a hierarchal system with exceeding being the best category. As the terms go on you should 

expect your son to make expected or exceeding progress consistently. If your son is found in the 

emerging category, he will need further support in this area either academically or with his 

approaches to learning. To help understand why he is emerging, teachers have provided an effort 

grade from 2 to -2. 
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Keeping track of Homework: 
 
At St Ignatius College, we know that home learning underpins the development of independent 

learning skills and allows students to take full ownership of their learning. Developing good home 

learning skills at an early age helps to prepare students for the demands at Key Stages 4 and 5 and 

in turn aids progression and development beyond St Ignatius College. Therefore, we place great 

emphasis on home learning.   Google Classroom makes it easy for you to track and monitor your 

son’s homework. 

 

 

Tips to support your son with Homework: 
 

 We ask that you download the google classroom app and regularly log in to check your son’s 

homework.  Please make sure you are familiar with this system to support your son and are 

set up to receive regular emails regarding his work.  
 

 Make sure your child has a quiet, well-lit place to complete home learning tasks.  

 Avoid having your child work with the television on or in places with other distractions.  

 Be positive about home learning.  Tell your child how important school is. The attitude you 

express about home learning will be the attitude your child acquires.  

 Help your child with time management. Establish a set time each day for completing home 

learning tasks. Don’t let your child leave homework until just before bedtime. Think about 

using a weekend morning or afternoon for working on big projects. 
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The Ignatian Curriculum.  

 

Our Purpose: 

As a Jesuit School, St Ignatius College is charged with the Intellectual Formation, Spiritual 

Nourishment and Pastoral Care of all members of our community. The principles of Jesuit Education 

are embedded into every aspect of our curriculum, which is designed for the formation of young men 

and women of ‘Competence, Conscience and Committed Compassion’ who will, in the words of 

Ignatius, “go forth and set the world on fire”.  

The following pages will go through what your son will be learning this year in accordance with our 

purpose.   
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Improving your son’s Cultural Capital.  
 
Culture Capital: Having a wider knowledge and understanding of culture which can be used to get 
ahead in education and life more generally.  
 
At St Ignatius College, we want to provide your son with every opportunity to develop himself.  Below 
is our timetable of Enrichment activities which will help him get ahead. We ask that you actively 
encourage him to sign up for some of these activities.  

 

 
 

Ways for you to improve your son’s Cultural Capital. 

 Have him read something written by someone from 
another country. 

 Sit down and watch a foreign language film/show.  

 Watch a TED talk or “in a nutshell” YouTube video 
together. 

 Take an afternoon to visit a museum or gallery.  

 Read two poems and get him to draw links between them. 

 Read a quality newspaper article. 

 Watch the news. 

 Listen to Radio 4 or Classic FM. 

 Go to the theatre. 

 Watch a documentary. 
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Art Curriculum 2021-2022: 
 
Art is taught on a carousel (along with Drama and Technology).  This will mean your son will spend 

one term working in Art.   

 

 

   What your son will learn each term.  
At Year 8, Art is taught as part of a carousel.  
This means he will be taught Art for one term this 
year.  

 

Term 
1.1 

Surrealism 
 
Students will study the work and ideas of 
Surrealist artists, writers and thinkers. 
They will learn what historical events 
influenced them and be able to recognise 
the characteristics of artworks from this 
movement. 
They will build on the drawing and 
painting skills covered in Year 7 by 
experimenting with materials and ideas 
and learn that mistakes are an important 
element of the creative process.  
 

Term 
1.2 

 

What prior knowledge should 
your son have for Art this year.  
 
Students should know the Basic 
Elements of Art; colour, line, 
pattern, shape, texture, form, 
tone. Be able to think creatively to 
develop their ideas. Be able to 
discuss their ideas and work using 
specialist vocabulary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

What you can do to support 
your son in Art this year:  
 
 
You can support by encouraging 
him when he draws and creates.  
Further his ideas by visiting 
exhibitions and galleries.  There 
are many free galleries such as 
the Tate Modern, the National 
Gallery, National Portrait Gallery, 
The Saatchi Gallery as well as 
local artists exhibiting in your 
area.  This year  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How your son will be assessed 
this year:  
 
Art is assessed at the end of each 
project. Students will be marked 
against MIKE – Making, 
Generating Ideas, Knowledge and 
Evaluating. 
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Computer Science Curriculum 2021-2022: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What your son will learn each term.  
 

Term 
1.1 

Online safety: 
Online-Safety- Being aware of potential 
threats online including malware. 
 

Term 
1.2 

Computer Systems:  
Data representation in computer 
systems- Understanding binary and 
denary conversion / ASCII conversion/ 
bitmap images and binary addition. 
 

Term 
2.1 

Control systems using Flowol-  
Understanding how computer programs 
are used to control devices using Flowol 
software and flowcharts. 
 

Term 
2.2 

Microbits-  
Text based programming using a pocket 
sized computer. 
 

Term 
3.1 

Word Processing- 
Effective use of word processing 
software to support use across the 
curriculum. 
 

Term 
3.2 

Networks, communication and the 
internet- 
Understanding the basic principles 
associated with networks and how the 
internet works. 
 

What prior knowledge should 
your son have for Computer 
Science this year.  

How to use PowerPoint 
presentation & Excel spreadsheet. 

He should have worked with 
Scratch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What you can do to support 
your son in Computer Science 
this year:  
 
Ensure that you sign him up for 
the website below. It allows him to 
build his own games using simple 
programming instructions. Spend 
roughly an hour a week on it. 
There are lots of YouTube videos 
to help support him further.  
 
https://scratch.mit.edu/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How your son will be assessed 
this year:  
 
Your son will be assessed twice 
every half term. The first activity 
will be an assessed piece of class 
work to produce/present to the 
class. The second activity will be 
a test paper which will include all 
lessons learnt over the weeks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://scratch.mit.edu/
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Drama Curriculum 2021-2022: 
 
Drama is taught on a carousel (along with Art and Technology).  This will mean your son will 
spend one term working in Drama.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What your son will learn in Drama. 
At Year 8, Drama is taught as part of a carousel.  
This means he will be taught Drama for one term 
this year.  

 

Term  
1.1 
 

Use Drama Techniques, Monologues, 
Scripted texts classical Shakespeare and 
popular texts. 
 
Skills. 
Devising, Imagination, Freeze frame, 
Script, narration, marking the moment, 
thought tracking, Mime. 
Through a set scheme of work that 
outlines specific themes. Using group 
work, performance, self and peer-peer 
assessment. All students learn extracts 
of set texts.  
 
 
 
 

 

What prior knowledge should 
your son have for Drama this 
year.  
 
Basic understanding of how 
stories and characters work in a 
play. Reading skills. Be able to 
create their own characters. 
Develop a plot line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What you can do to support 
your son in Drama this year:  
 

Encourage him to learn his 
scripted lines. Help him to know 
the difference between stage 
direction and lines he is required 
to learn for his role. Visit your 
local theatre or join a theatre 
group. Encourage him to read 
books and talk to him about the 
themes, plot lines and different 
types of characters he has read 
about.  How could he use these in 
his own plays? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How your son will be assessed 
this year:  
 

His ability to recall lines using 
tone and pace in his 
performances. How he creates or 
improvises his parts during the 
making and performance stages. 
His involvement and contribution 
in group work and independent 
work. Teacher assessment, self- 
assessment/peer-peer 
assessment 
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English Curriculum 2021-2022:  

 

  

 What your son will learn each term.  
 

Term 
1.1 

Mary Shelley's 'Frankenstein'  
Students will learn the plot and the significance 
of key characters, developing their PEESEL and 
drama skills. Students will also be taught 
debating skills, as they consider whether 
Victor's actions are justifiable. 

Term 
1.2 

Term 
2.1 

Introduction to Descriptive Writing: 
Students will build on the descriptive writing 
skills they learnt in Year 7 by using their 
imagination to describe scenes, which will 
introduce students to their English Language 
GCSE paper. 
 

Term 
2.2 

Poetry of different Cultures  
Students will study a range of poems from 
different cultures whilst developing their 
PEESEL skills further and making contextual 
links. Students will also learn how to compare 
two poems from different centuries, which 
centre on the theme of cultural diversity. 
 

Term 
3.1 

  William Shakespeare's 'Romeo and Juliet' 
Students will study this popular Shakespearean 
tragedy, learning the plot and the significance of 
the key characters through language and 
drama. Students will also consider how the 
themes of conflict and violence are still 
prevalent in today's society. 
 

Term 
3.2 

How your son will be assessed 
this year: 
 

 Language analysis essays based 
on fiction and non-fiction texts 
 
Transactional writing; writing to 
inform, persuade, argue 
(newspaper articles, speeches) 
Creative writing (short stories and 
story openings) 
 
 
 
 
 

What you can do to support 
your son in English this year: 
 

Read at least 30 minutes’ daily 
 

Read a range of texts/genres 
(fiction, non-fiction, poetry, 
newspaper articles) 
 

Write short stories following the 
narrative structure: introduction, 
rising action, climax, falling action, 
resolution 
 

Discuss and debate topical issues 
following the structure: a clear 
point, some evidence to back up 
your point, an explanation of your 
ideas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What prior knowledge should 
your son have for English this 
year:  
 

Be able to spell all Year 6 high 
frequency words from National 
Curriculum 
 

Write creatively and cohesively for 
different purposes 
 

To be able to infer meaning from 
writers’ use of language 
 

Knowledge of subject terminology 
(similes, nouns, prepositional 
phrases) 
 

Punctuate accurately 
 

Be able to proof read for spelling, 
grammar and punctuation 
 

Read fluently with expression 
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French Curriculum 2021-2022:  

 

 

  

 What your son will learn each term.  
 

Term 
1.1 

Talking about families –  
Students will begin to use "er" verbs, 
talking about where people live, using 
"depuis," weather, connectives "quand" 
and "si," describing a typical day, using "ir" 
and "re" irregular verbs,  

Term 
1.2 

The perfect tense  
This will look at  "avoir" (regular and 
irregular past participles) to talk about last 
weekend and yesterday evening, tv 
programmes and opinions on them, the 
perfect tense with "etre" to say where I 
and others went, my weekend in the past 
tense. 

Term 
2.1 

Interactions:  
Making and reacting to invitations, making 
excuses, using the verbs "pouvoir" and 
"devoir," clothes, adjectival agreement, 
shops and shopping, comparative 
adjectives and superlatives.  

Term 
2.2 

Talking about food – 
The definite article after the verbs "aimer" 
and "preferer," French meals, the partitive 
article, preparing for a party, using "il faut" 
+ the infinitive, shopping for food, using 
"de" with quantities, eating at a restaurant. 

Term 
3.1 

Countries and languages,  
Using prepositions "a" and "en," talking 
about holidays, asking questions using 
question words, talking about a past 
holiday.  

Term 
3.2 

Talking about one's friends,  
Developing how to use "notre" and "nous," 
pocket money, using "avoir besoin de" (to 
need), talking about gadgets, more 
comparatives and superlatives, using "je 
voudrais" (I would like) to express hopes 
and wishes, using 3 tenses together 
 

What prior knowledge should 
your son have for French this 
year.  
Your son might have studied 
French in primary school, in which 
case he will have a basic 
knowledge of vocabulary such as 
colours, greetings, numbers, days 
of the week, family members, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What you can do to support 
your son in French this year.  
 
You can purchase the KS3 CGP 
French Revision guide, available 
online or on all bookstores. There 
are very good websites and apps, 
such as: 
www.memrise.com 
www.duolingo.com 
www.quizlet.com or 
www.languagesonline.org.uk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How your son will be assessed 
this year. 
 
Your son will complete one or two 
end of unit assessments at the 
end of each topic, which will 
inform his teacher’s planning of 
future lessons and units. 
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Geography Curriculum 2021-2022: 
  

 What your son will learn each term.  
 

Term 
1.1 

Why do people live in hazardous places? 
An introduction to the study of plate tectonics, the structure 

of the earth and the cause of plate movement. Students will 

also learn about the different characteristics of plates that 

make up the earth’s crust. Within this unit students will delve 

into how plate tectonics cause natural hazards and will also 

consider how these impact societies. 

Term 
1.2 

Population Dilemmas– 
In this unit students will learn about how population structure 
varies in different countries, considering their levels of 
development and how some countries have tried to control 
population growth. Students will develop their knowledge of 
the key components of population: Population distribution, 
Population indicators, Population structure, Population 
pyramids, Push and pull factors and Migration.  

Term 
2.1 

Africa –  
Students will study the physical and human aspects of the 

geography of Africa. This will include biomes such as desert 

and Africa’s rich resources. We will investigate Africa’s 

colonial history and how it continues to shape the 

continent’s economic and political fortunes. Students will 

develop awareness of the challenges and opportunities 

facing the continent in the 21st century. 

Term 
2.2 

How does ice change the world? –  
Students order to understand the causes of glaciation. They 
investigate the distribution of glacial environments past and 
present. Glacial processes and landforms are studied in 
order to explain the variety of landscapes in the UK (Lake 
District). Challenges of living in cold environments are 
explored with a focus on avalanches. The mechanisms of 
climate change will be studied in the context of its impact on 
cold environments. 

Term 
3.1 

Rivers and the water cycle– 
Students investigate the global water cycle then focus on 

drainage basins and the processes and landforms found 

within them. Flooding and river management are then 

explored, with a particular focus on the conflicts that can 

arise between different interest groups. 

Term 
3.2 

World Cities –  
Students investigate why some urban areas become ‘world 
cities’. They explore the process of urbanisation and 
investigate how particular cities have changed over time.  
We examine how the lives of people in Karnataka, India are 
changed by urban processes and consider how cities can 
become more sustainable. 

What prior knowledge 
should your son have 
for Geography this 
year.  
 

Locational knowledge of 
places around the world 
and in the UK. 
Be able to identify, for 
example, lines of latitude 
and longitude. 
Differences and 
similarities between 
places in the UK, Europe 
and a region in the 
Americas. 
Key aspects of physical 
and human geography. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What you can do to 
support your son in 
Geography this year:  
 

Read the course 
overview in the front of 
his exercise book. 
 

Discuss his homework 
with him and check that 
he has completed it well. 
 

Watch, read, listen to 
relevant news stories 
and documentaries 
about the world around 
us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How your son will be 
assessed this year:  
 

A range of assessments 
will take place each half 
term.  These will range 
from a map skills test to 
extended writing tasks 
about migration into the 
UK.   
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History Curriculum 2021-2022: 
 

  
 What your son will learn each term.  

 

Term 
1.1 

The transatlantic Slave Trade. 
An enquiry into the causes and 
consequences of the Slave trade with a 
focus on the Slave Triangle, Middle 
Passage and Plantation Life and 
Abolition with a focus upon Wilberforce 
and Equiano. 

Term 
1.2 

Child workers in the Industrial 
period. An Overview of the Industrial 
Revolution. An enquiry into the reasons 
for child labour and its effects Why were 
towns and cities unhealthy in the 19th 
century? An enquiry into why public 
health was so poor in the 19th century, 
Government attitudes and the 
development of scientific knowledge 

Term 
2.1 

The Scramble for Africa and the 
Empire. An enquiry into the reasons for 
imperialism and Empire in the 19th 
century with a focus on the causes and 
impacts of the Scramble for Africa. 
Case study upon the Sepoy Uprising in 
India. 

Term 
2.2 

The Impact of World War One. A 
detailed enquiry into the causes of the 
War, key battles, diversity in the British 
Army, the impact on the Home Front, 
the changing role of Women. 

Term 
3.1 

An enquiry on Field Marshall Haig: 
Does he deserve his title as ‘The 
Butcher of the Somme’? 

Term 
3.2 

Civil Rights and Windrush:  
An examination of the role key groups 
and individuals made in pursuing civil 
rights in the USA 1955-75. A focus on 
the role of the Windrush and its impact 
on Britain. 

What prior knowledge should 
your son have for History this 
year.  
 
Chronology-dates, centuries, 
periods of time e.g. The Tudors. 
Understand the concept of 
sources such as portraits and 
diaries. Have some grasp of 
British events from 1066-1485. 
Knowledge from their studies in 
English on WWI poetry.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What you can do to support 
your son in History this year:  
 
Encourage him to join the local 
library to extend his knowledge 
and understanding.  
Visit local Museums and galleries.  
Watch films and documentaries 
and programmes relating to the 
topics taught. Test his level of 
recall. Read his work to check for 
PEEL-Point, Evidence, 
Explanation, Link back to the 
question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How your son will be assessed 
this year:  
 
There will be a series of mini 
assessments throughout the year 
focusing on his recall and 
knowledge, written explanation 
and his use of sources to infer or 
question an interpretation of the 
past. 
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Mandarin Curriculum 2021-2022: 

  

 What your son will learn each term.  
 

Term 
1.1 

 

Weather, the use of the verb-adjective “很” 

describing the weather, the time phrases, 
countries, nationality, languages, holidays, 
places and transportation.  
 

Term 
1.2 

 
Describing people’s figure using adjectives, 

the use of “的” after adjectives, rooms, 

furniture, clothes and shoes, and daily 
routines. 
 

Term 
2.1 

 
Talking about the places to live such as 
house, the places to meet for leisure 
activities, the use of direction words to 
describe the location of various places, the 

use of the word "要” to describe weekend 

plans, and occupations.   
 

Term 
2.2 

  
Describing the shopping experiences in 
China such as buying food and drink, 
clothing and online shopping, the use of 

connectives “虽然…但是…” （although…）to 

express opinions, and the grammar of 
superlative.  
 

Term 
3.1 

 
Seasons, travel plans, sightseeing in Beijing, 
a tour of Xi’An, and the use of more 
complicated adverbs and connectives to 
describe a day in China.  
 
 

Term 
3.2 

 
Review the key vocabulary and language 
points taught in previous terms and prepare 
for the Hurdle Test of the Mandarin 
Excellence Programme.  
 

What prior knowledge 
should your son have for 
Mandarin this year.  
 

Your son has learnt the 
vocabulary and grammar 
for daily communications in 
Mandarin for greeting, self-
introduction, school topics 
and the theme of food and 
drink.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What you can do to 
support your son in 
Mandarin this year:  
You can explore these 
websites and apps, such 
as eu.gochinese.net/ 
/index.jsp, 
www.memrise.com, 
www.duolingo.com, 
www.quizlet.com or 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bites
ize/subjects/zkxhfg8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How your son will be 
assessed this year:  
 
 
Your son will complete one 
or two end of unit 
assessments at the end of 
each topic.  These will 
inform his teachers’ 
planning of future lessons 
and units. 
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Maths Curriculum 2021-2022: 

  

 What your son will learn each term.  
 

Term 
1.1 
 

Number                                                                  
1) Calculations.                                                      
2) Divisibility and Division.                                      
3) Negative Integers                                               
4) Powers and Roots                                              
5) Multiples and Factors 

Term 
1.2 

Area and Volume                                           
1)Area of a Triangle,                                
2)Trapezium and Parallelogram                  
3)Volume and surface Area of Cubes and 
4)Cuboids                                                           
5)2D Representations of 3D Shapes         
6)Measures                                               
Statistics, Graphs and Charts                
1)Statistical Diagrams                             
2)Comparing data                                    
3)Misleading Statistical Diagram 

Term 
2.1 

Expressions and Equations                  
1)Algebraic Powers                               
2)Expressions and Brackets. Factorising    
3)Solving Equations with Function          
4)Machines                                                  
5)Solving Equations by Balancing                    
Real-life Graphs                                  
1)Conversion, Line and Real Life Graphs. 
2)Distance-Time Graphs                             
3)Curved Graphs 

Term 
2.2 

Decimals and Ratio                                 
1)Ordering Decimals and Rounding               
2)Place Value Calculations                            
3)Ratio and Proportion with Decimals.               
Lines and Angles                           
1)Quadrilaterals                                            
2)Angles in Parallel Lines                          
3)Exterior and Interior Angles                
4)Geometric angle Problems. 

Term 
3.1 

Calculating with Fractions                     
1)Ordering Fractions                                       
2)Four Operations with Fractions                   
3)Four Operations with Mixed Numbers         
Straight Line Graphs                                  
1)Direct Proportion on Graphs                 
2)Gradients                                              
3)Equation of Straight Lines 

Term 
3.2 

Percentages, Decimals and Fractions   
1)Fractions and Decimals                      
2)Equivalent Proportions                              
3)Writing and Finding Percentages 

What prior knowledge should 
your son have for Maths this 
year.  
Your son should have a good 
understanding of: 
 

Times tables, up to 12 
 

Use mental and written methods 
to add, subtract, multiply and 
divide whole numbers up to 
double digits. 
 

To know and use the order of 
operations to carry out 
calculations involving the 4 
operations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What you can do to support 
your son in Maths this year:  
 
Your son will be using a scientific 
calculator during Year 8. It is 
recommended that a Casio 
Scientific Calculator is 
purchased. 
 

Engage him in mental arithmetic 
calculations. 
 

Practice times tables. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How your son will be assessed 
this year:  
 
Your son will be assessed at the 
end of each unit and will also 
complete an end of year 
assessment. 
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Music Curriculum 2021-2022: 
 

  

 What your son will learn each term.  
 

Term 
1.1 

In My Band 1 
- Introduction to band performance, 
focusing on independent learning skills 
- Performance of a set piece of popular 
music learned from a lead sheet 

Term 
1.2 

Sampling and Sequencing 
- Introduction to music technology and 
composition techniques. 
- Creation of a sequenced composition 
using samples and effects. 

Term 
2.1 

In My Band 2 
- Development of band performance 
and independent learning skills. 
- Performance of a student-selected 
piece learned by ear or notation. 

Term 
2.2 

Video Game Music 
- Introduction to composition techniques 
used for games, films and images. 
- Composition of music for various video 
game scenarios.  

Term 
3.1 

African Music 
- Introduction to the music of Africa, with 
a focus on drumming and performance 
skills. 
- Performance of a polyrhythmic piece 
using African drums and demonstrating 
appropriate musical features and 
techniques. 

Term 
3.2 

Song Writing 
- Introduction to verse-chorus structure 
and 4-chord songs. 
- Composition of a song in verse-chorus 
form. 

What prior knowledge should your 
son have for Music this year.  
 

Your son should have some 
knowledge of the Elements of Music, 
Form and Structure and Staff 
Notation, with some experience in 
performing both through singing and 
using instruments.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What you can do to support your 
son in Music this year.  
 
Using the 'Focus on Sound' music 
website.  This is used for homework, 
and there is a huge amount on there 
to address any gaps (e.g., notation, 
appraisal skills). Your son needs to 
log onto the website and can then 
access all the homework as well as 
whichever online lesson and quiz he 
wants. He can even do GCSE work if 
he really wants to push himself! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How your son will be assessed this 
year.  
 

Students will be assessed three times 
each term in three areas: Performing, 
Composition and 
Listening/Appraising. These three 
areas form the backbone of the 
curriculum and, whilst we cover 
different topics, these are the big-
picture skills that are being assessed. 
The Performance and Composition 
assessments will take place at the 
end of a Half Term (after working on a 
project for several weeks) and 
students will sit an appraising exam at 
the end of each full term, with 
preparation tasks set through 
homework and revision materials. The 
exam will consist of questions related 
to two Set Works (set in advance), 
Aural Tests and Music Theory. 
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P.E.  Curriculum 2021-2022:  

 What your son will learn each term.  
 

Term 
1.1 

Rugby Union; Handling, running and contact 
skills, positional skills, uncontested scrums, 
three tackles, ruck and maul in line with Age 
Grade Rugby. Development to 13-a-side 
game. 
Swimming (developing swimmers) front crawl 
and backstroke, breathing techniques. 
Basketball; Passing, Dribbling and Shooting, 
small conditioned games 
Volleyball; Basic skills, set shot, dig and 
underarm serve, conditioned small sided 
games. 
Theory- Joints 

Term 
1.2 

Term 
2.1 

Association Football; passing, dribbling 
tackling, throwing and heading, developing 
into small sided conditioned games.  
Swimming (improving swimmers) Water 
skills, front crawl and backstroke,  
Basketball; Passing, Dribbling and Shooting, 
small conditioned games 
Volleyball; Basic skills, set shot, dig and 
underarm serve, conditioned small sided 
games. 
Theory- Antagonistic Muscle Pairs 
 

Term 
2.2 

Term 
3.1 

Athletics; Sprint starts, running, jumping and 
throwing events. Advanced throwing skills, 
new events Triple Jump, 300m Competitive 
situations.  
Swimming (competent swimmers) Starts 
and tumble turns, front crawl and backstroke, 
breast stroke, introduction to butterfly and 
breathing techniques. 
Basketball; Passing, Dribbling and Shooting, 
defensive strategies, screening and full Game 
scenarios 
Volleyball; Basic skills, set shot, dig and 
underarm serve, conditioned small sided 
games. 
Theory- Respiratory System 
 

Term 
3.2 

What prior knowledge should 
your son have for P.E. this year.  
 
He should remember his basic 
movement skills, including 
running, jumping, catching and 
throwing. 
He will be developing his tactical 
knowledge in a wider variety of 
contexts 
He will draw upon his swimming 
skills, remembering his four 
strokes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What you can do to support 
your son in P.E. this year:  
 
Encourage wider participation in 
extracurricular clubs and also use 
opportunities outside of school 
 
Encourage him to be more active, 
participation before spectating 
 
Ensure he has the correct 
equipment for Games, PE and 
Swimming. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How your son will be assessed 
this year:  
 
Assessment is ongoing by 
subject teachers. Students are 
assessed in skills in isolation 
practices as well as a competitive 
context, in line with GCSE 
assessment. Students will be 
assessed in all sports and their 
best three used for the purposes 
of end of year grades. Students 
are tested on the theory content 

once per term. 
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Religious Education Curriculum 2021-2022: 
 

 

  
 What your son will learn each term.  

Term 
1.1 

How can we know what is true?  
This unit will explore the Catholic understanding of 
Revelation: 
 · How can we know what is true? 
 · How is scripture a source of revelation? 
 · How is Tradition a source of revelation? 
 · How is the Magisterum a source of revelation?       · 
How do I know what is true? 

Term 
1.2 

What does it mean to be a Covenant People?  
This unit explores Covenant history 
 • Why do promises matter? 
 • What is a covenant?  
• What do Biblical covenants have in common? 
 • What does God’s unconditional love mean to me 

Term 
2.1 

How is Jesus the New Covenant? This unit explores 
the new Covenant 
 • Can one person change the world? 
 • What did the Covenant mean to the Hebrew people? 
 • How did Jesus establish the new covenant?  
• What was Jesus’ new commandment and why did he 
give it?  
• What does Jesus as the new covenant mean to me? 

Term 
2.2 

How do we live as Covenant People? This unit 
explores Eucharist as celebration and sacrifice 
 • Why do we celebrate? 
 • Why is Eucharist a celebration?  
• How do we live sacrifice?  
• What is the Easter Vigil? 
 • How much do I live as a covenant person? 

Term 
3.1 

What are the signs of Catholic identity? This unit 
explores sacramental imagination and how Catholics live 
out Baptism and the Eucharist: 
 • Is there more to life than meets the eye? 
 • What is sacramental imagination? 
 • What is Baptism to Christians? 
 • What is our understanding of Eucharist? 
 • How might I see God in my everyday life? 

Term 
3.2 

What are the signs of identity for Muslim people? 
This unit explores Muslim identity and practice in Britain 
today: 
 • Muslim signs of identity 
 • Faith (Iman): key beliefs •Worship (Ibadah) 
 • Character and moral conduct (akhlaq)  
• How have I deepened my understanding of and respect 
for the Muslim community?• How do some Catholics 
meet the challenge to live justly? 
• How can I live justly? 

What prior knowledge 
should your son have for 
R.E. this year.  
We do not assume that students 
have any prior knowledge before 
they begin R.E. Discuss with 
your son his beliefs – what he 
believes, why he believes it and 
which beliefs are the most 
important to him. This will help 
him to participate in the class 
discussion and respond to the 
topics which are being covered 
in class.     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What you can do to support 
your son in R.E. this year:  
 
Ask your son about their 
learning in both their R.E. 
class and their chaplaincy 
lesson. 
Discuss as a family and/or 
ask students to reflect on the 
key elements of each unit of 
work. For example, how 
would they respond to the 
questions proposed in each 
unit? 
Ask your son to lead the 
family in an examen. 
To help with homework, 
ensure your son has access 
to a Bible at home or the 
internet where he can access 
scripture 
via https://www.biblegatewa
y.com/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How your son will be 
assessed this year:  
 

Your son will be assessed 
against the ‘Age-Related 
Standards in Religious 
Education’ which have been 
set by the Catholic Education 
Service and approved by the 
Catholic Bishops Conference 
in England and Wales. 
Students have a copy of these 
skills in the front of their RE 
book 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/
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Science Curriculum 2021-2022: 

 

  
 What your son will learn each term.  

Term 
1.1 

1. Earthly Business: Atmosphere composition, rock 
cycle, global warming, recycling. All this information will 
help us to answer our Big question: How does our Earth 
work?  
2. Mendeleev’s Table (Part 1): How the periodic table 
came to be and how we used to organise atoms, why 
we use the periodic table. The students will also be 
examining trends throughout the table and what this 
means with respect to bonding. 

Term 
1.2 

3. Mendeleev’s Table (Part 2): A continuation of the 
topic after the half term which also deals with the PH 
scale and the difference between metals and non-
metals. Big Question: What are we made from? 
 4. Breathing and Respiration: How we are able to 
create energy from within our cells, the difference 
between animals and plants and the full process of how 
we breathe. Health impacts of smoking and asthma are 
also discussed Big Question: What are we made from? 

Term 
2.1 

5. Waves: What are waves and their ubiquity, the 
difference between transverse and longitudinal waves. 
Sound and vision are covered with echolocation and 
ultrasound coming into focus. Big Question: What is 
energy? 

Term 
2.2 

6. Evolution and Inheritance: What is DNA, how it 
was discovered and a practical where we extract DNA. 
Differences between natural and artificial selection are 
explored with eugenics explored due to its unethical 
nature. Big Question: Why do we not look the same?   
7. Health In this short topic, we discuss the factors that 
affect our health in more scientific detail in conjunction 
with what they have learned in wellbeing lessons. Big 
Question: How is all life connected to each other? 

Term 
3.1 

8. Chemical Reactions Circling back to Mendeleev’s 
table, this topic delves into the chemical reactions that 
occur naturally in nature and also in man-made 
processes. Historical elements of this topic look into 
discovery of medicines and mummification Big 
Question: What are we made from? 

Term 
3.2 

9. Forces Graphing objects in motion and relativity are 
encountered in forces as well as investigating why 
objects move and why they can change shape. Big 
Question: What makes objects move? 
 10. Space Once thought of as the final frontier, during 
the last topic of the year we look at everything to do 
with the Big question: Where are we all in the universe. 

What prior knowledge 

should your son have for 

Science this year? 

 Your Son should already 

have explored the topics: 

How Science works  

Cells 

Particles  

Atoms  

Reproduction  

Nutrition  

Energy 

Interdependence 

Properties of matter.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What you can do to 
support your son in 
Science this year. 
 
Books: 
Horrible Sciences. 
CGP KS3 Science. 
 
Visits: 
The free Museums in Central 
London – The Natural History 
Museum and the Science 
Museum.  
 
TV shows:  
Operation ouch! 
YouTube series: Scishow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How your son will be 
assessed this year.  
Your son will be assessed 
twice a half term. The first 
activity will be an assessed 
piece of class work. The 
second activity will be a test 
paper which will include all 
topics he has worked on so 
far. 
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Spanish Curriculum 2021-2022: 

 

  
 What your son will learn each term.  

 

Term 
1.1 

My free time 
Place of recreation such as ‘el cine, la 
bolera’, accepting and refusing invitation, 
revision of the analogue clock, the near 
future tense ‘voy a ir, voy a comer’, daily 
routine and reflexive verbs ‘levantarse, 
lavarse’. 
 

Term 
1.2 

My city 
European countries and places in town, such 
as ‘el parque, el ayuntamiento…’ with verb 
‘hay/no hay’, directions and prepositions 
‘enfrente de, al lado de’; el verbo ‘ir’ in the 
present and past tense. Types of habitation 
and rooms in the house and accepting and 
refusing invitations to go out. 

Term 
2.1 

Food and drink 
Items of food and drink and mealtimes, the 
verbs ‘comer’ and ‘beber’ in the present and 
past tense. Past tense of regular verbs, 
question words and impersonal verbs ‘se 
puede/no se puede’ 

Term 
2.2 

Healthy Living 
Sports and use of ‘jugar’ and ‘hacer’ to 
discuss sports we do to keep ourselves 
healthy, use of ‘más/menos’ to discuss future 
resolutions to stay healthy, use of impersonal 
verbs such as ‘hay que/no hay que’ to learn 
ways to discuss healthy living. 

Term 
3.1 

My holidays 
Learning about some holiday destinations, 
the past tense to discuss past holidays, 
question words and means of transport, the 
past tense of some irregular verbs such as 
‘salir’ and ‘hacer’, the weather and opinions 
in the past tense with ‘fue’. 

Term 
3.2 

My holiday in Spain 
Learning types of holiday accommodation 
and facts about the island of Mallorca, use of 
impersonal verbs ‘se puede’, directions in 
town, tackling challenging listening activities 
and a more in depth study of some Latin 
American countries and customs. 
 
 

What prior knowledge 
should your son have for 
Spanish this year.  
 

Your son might have 
studied Spanish in primary 
school, in which case he 
will have a basic 
knowledge of vocabulary 
such as colours, greetings, 
numbers, days of the week, 
family members, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What you can do to 
support your son in 
Spanish this year:  
 
You can purchase the KS3 
CGP Spanish Revision 
guide, available online or at 
all bookstores. There are 
very good websites and 
apps, such as 
www.memrise.com, 
www.duolingo.com, 
www.quizlet.com or 
www.languagesonline.org.
uk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How your son will be 
assessed this year:  
 
 
Your son will complete one 
or two end of unit 
assessments at the end of 
each topic.  These will 
inform his teachers’ 
planning of future lessons 
and units. 
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Technology Curriculum 2021-2022: 
 

Technology is taught on a carousel (along with Art and Drama).  This will mean your son will 

spend one term working in design technology/food technology.  As a result the below curriculum 

will vary depending on where he is in the year.  

 What your son will learn each term.  
At Year 8, DT is taught as part of a carousel.  This means 
he will be taught DT for one term this year.  

 

Section  
1 

 

In Year 8 students will work with specialist tools 
to create, develop and build products for an end 
user. The topics covered include: 
 · Health and safety in a workshop 
 · Learn how to use a try square, Tenon saw, 
pillar drill, files, sanding machine and adhesives 
 · Understanding a design brief 
 · Identifying product specification ACCESSFM 
 · Knowledge of different timbers and joints  
· Sketching and designing 
 · Isometric drawings with accurate mm 
measurements using steel ruler 
 · Stages of making a functioning sweet 
dispenser · Critique, evaluate and test their 
ideas and products and the work of others. 
 
 

Section 
2 

 
After the Design Technology project work has 
finished pupils will work in teams to produce a 
range of dishes allowing them to use many 
varied techniques: Skills they will learn include 
safety in food preparation, knife skills, accurate 
weighing, baking, heating and grating. They will 
also get an insight into healthy eating and 
costing. Products that they make include; · 
Pasta salad · Cup cakes · Chow mein 
 
 
 
 
 

What prior knowledge 
should your son have for 
Technology this year.  
 
An understanding of 
measurements. 
 
A working use of geometry.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What you can do to 
support your son in 
Technology this year: 
  
Have your son replicate 
some of the foods he has 
made in Food Technology 
at home.  Encourage him 
to cook meals to help 
develop his confidence and 
skill.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How your son will be 
assessed this year:  
 
 
Students will be assessed 
at the end of each project.  
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