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Dear Parent/Carer, 

Please read this document with your son/ward, sign and return the slip below 
to acknowledge receipt of the Curriculum Plan for your son/ward.   
Your son/ward should also cut the Curriculum Overview and stick it in his 
exercise book as evidence of reading, knowing and understanding what he 
will study this academic year.  If you wish to contact me at any point during 
the school day, you may do so through the main school office.   Looking 
forward to working with you and thank you in advance for your support.  

Yours Sincerely 

Mrs Blake

(Head of Religious Education Department) 

Reply Slip 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I acknowledge receipt of the Curriculum Plan for my son/ward. 

Pupil’s Name _______________________________________     Form ________ 

________________________________         ________________________________ 

Signed (Parent)              Signed (Student) 
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St Ignatius College Mission Statement: 

St. Ignatius is a Catholic community that is learning-centred and supportive in the Ignatian 
tradition.  The College is committed to the education of the whole person and the 
development of young adults of competence, conscience and compassion who will be of 
service in the community.  We strive to recognise God’s presence in all things, to celebrate 
the pursuit of personal excellence and to live with hope and respect for all creation. 

 

Religious Education at St Ignatius College 

Mission Statement 

 

The focus of the RE Department is the pursuit of ‘human excellence’ through the teaching of 
RE. By ‘Excellence’ is meant the ‘proper’ use of talents and gifts in the service of others, of 
Christ of the Kingdom of God. The department seeks to foster the ‘Ignatian’ concept of 
magis (more) in the pupils’ efforts to develop their human excellence. 

 

Department Aims 
 

The aims of the Religious Education Department are: 

 
• To witness Gospel values in our role as teachers 
• To make a specific contribution, alongside other curriculum areas, to the spiritual 

development of students, by providing opportunities for growth; 
• To provide a challenging academic curriculum that develops students’ knowledge, 

understanding and critical awareness of the Catholic faith within the context of 
Christianity and other World Religions. 

• To facilitate quality learning experiences, that meet the needs of the students 
• To foster self-esteem by valuing and affirming every individual and their 

contributions to dialogue.  
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Background 

In year 7, students follow Schemes of work that are in line with the Religious Education 
Curriculum Directory.  This is based on the Catechism of the Catholic Church and therefore 
offers students the opportunity to develop their Catholic faith.  They follow ‘The Way’ 
textbook and ‘The People of God’ framework. 

 

Skills 

Pupils will be required to be able to look up Bible references, conduct research and be able 
to evaluate their answers. Their moral and spiritual development will be enhanced through 
discussions. They will be reflective learners. Group and paired work will equip them with 
tolerance.  Presentations in lessons will help them develop their communication skills.  They 
will develop critical thinking skills and an ability to analyse issues from their view point and 
that of others. 

Course Outline 

Autumn 1– Revelation and Faith 
 
This unit gives students the opportunity to reflect on who God is and how He makes Himself 
known to us. They gain an understanding of the story of Abraham and his family, their 
relationship with God and why Abraham is described as a man of faith.  They follow the 
story of David and explain what we can learn from his story.   Topics include: Abraham, 
Sarah, David’s Downfall, Solomon’s Wisdom.  
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Autumn 2 – God’s promises Fulfilled 
 
Students study the exile of the chosen people and identify similar aspects in the lives of 
people (refugees) today.  They reflect on the importance of helping migrants/refugees in 
our world today.  They also reflect on the story of Jesus’ birth and explain the importance of 
Jesus’ birth to Christians. Topics include: Exile of the Chosen People, Return from Exile, The 
Annunciation and Visitation, The Birth of Jesus. 
 

 
 
Spring 1 – The Saviour 
 
This unit gives students the opportunity to investigate Christian values as taught by Jesus 
and develop a deeper understanding of the Beatitudes.  It also covers the mission of Jesus 
which gives them time to reflect on their mission as Christians.  They discuss some of Jesus’ 
miracles and investigate the reasons why the Pharisees opposed Jesus.  They also study the 
life and work of Fr. Arrupe and some saints such as John Vianney.  Topics include:  John the 
Baptist, The Beatitudes, Jesus’ Compassion for those who Suffer, Jesus and the Jews, St John 
Vianney, Mother Teresa. 
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Spring 2 -  The Church  
 
Students investigate the birth of the Church and look at the Pentecost story.  They study the 
leadership of Peter and reflect on the challenges of being a Christian both in the past and in 
our present world.  They look at Saul’s conversion and the stoning of Stephen.  They gain 
deeper understanding of the Church as ‘The Body of Christ’ and the spread of Christianity.  
They also study the ordained ministry of the Catholic Church.  Topics include: Pentecost, 
Saul, Stephen, The Body of Christ, The spread of Christianity, The Ordained Ministry. 

 

Summer 1 -  The Sacraments 
 
This unit covers the sacraments and their importance.  It allows students to further deepen 
their understanding of the sacraments and reflect on how they can help us. The parable of 
the lost son is also explored.  They also investigate and assess the work of the Hospice.  
Topics include:  The sacrament of baptism and confession, The Parable of the Lost Son, Jesus 
the Physician. 
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Summer 2 Christianity and Other Faiths 
 
The final unit covers an overview of Christianity and other major world religions.  The story 
of the Martyrs of Uganda, Edel Quinn and Gladys Alyward are also explored.  An 
investigation is also carried out into the work of Mahatma Gandhi.  Topics include:  St. 
Francis Xavier, Martyrs of Uganda, Christianity, Islam Judaism, Mahatma Gandhi.   
 

 
 

Keywords:  These are some examples of keywords used throughout the 
course. Every student should know how to spell them, their meaning and use 
them regularly in their work.   

 
Absolution 
 

 
Adoration 

 
Beatification 

 
Canonisation 

 
Eucharist 
 

 
Hallowed 

 
Gentile 

 
Immaculate 
Conception 

 
Infallible 
 

 
Intercession 

 
Examination of 
Conscience 

 
Magnificat 

 
Martyr 
 

 
Original Sin 

 
Paschal Candle 

 
Pentecost 
 

 
Perpetual 

 
Persecute 

 
Reconciliation 

 
Scapegoat 
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Suggested things to do, books your son can read or appropriate websites which will be of help: 
 

 Attend Mass as a family. 
 Buy a Bible for homework (or www.biblegateway.com). 
  www.reonline.org.uk 
 http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/ 
 http://cafod.org.uk/ 
 http://svp.org.uk/ 

 
Homework will be set every week in line with school policy.  Please check 
Show My Homework and encourage your son/ward to revise regularly.  
Assessments will be carried out throughout the course with end of unit test 
every half term and at least a Christmas and summer exam.  Students will 
gain further understanding of the assessment criteria through feedback from 
marked work and peer/self assessment. 

 

Curriculum Overview 

 

 

 

Autumn 
1 

Autumn 2 Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Revelation 
& Faith 

 
 

God’s Plan, 
Abraham, 
Sarah, David 
and Solomon. 
 

God’s 
Promises 
Fulfilled 

 
Exile, Return, 
Annunciation 
and Visitation  
The birth of 
Jesus 

The 
Saviour 

 
 
John the 
Baptist, 
Beatitudes, 
Jesus’ 
teachings, 
Saints, 
Pentecost 

The Church 
 
 
 
Jesus bids 
farewell, 
Pentecost, 
Stoning of 
Stephen, 
Spread of 
Christianity 

The 
Sacraments 

 
 
Jesus is the 
Sacrament of 
God, The 
Sacrament of 
Baptism, The 
Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 

Christianity & 
Other Faiths 

 
 
St Francis 
Xavier, Martyrs 
of Uganda, Edel 
Quinn, The 
Spirit of God at 
work 

 

http://www.reonline.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/
http://cafod.org.uk/
http://svp.org.uk/

