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Headteacher's Welcome

Remembrance Day

The autumn term seems to have flown by!
So much has happened. We have welcomed
a number of new staff who have settled well
and really enrich our community. 

As you will see from the following articles,
we have had a vibrant, rich half-term with
lots on offer. Music continues to be at the
heart of the community: we celebrated our
autumn arts festival which was a hugely
uplifting experience and more recently we
had our Christmas Celebration of carols and
readings and then a wonderfully
entertaining and humorous drama
performed by students from years 7 to 12.
Sport also continues to thrive at the College
and has been broadened further: with the
appointment of Andy Dowsett, our tennis
coach, we now have coaching 200 students
who really love the game and Mr Poole runs
volleyball. This half term, in addition to our
regular enrichment activities from debating
to cooking to gardening, to STEM club and
CCF, we had our enrichment day, trips,
charity events, competitions, action for COP
27, dry ski slope experiences, and much
more. Our Ambition/Arrupe programme in
the Sixth Form has been hugely successful;
on Monday afternoons, we have speakers
for various industries and professions
guiding and advising our students. We have
also had speakers from various charitable
organisations to inspire our young people to
make a difference in the world and put their
faith into action. Next term, some of our
students will be off to Japan and Austria on
a ski trip.  

Sadly, we say goodbye to Ms Christofi, Ms
O’Neill, and Mr Meytanis. We thank them for
their contribution to our community. 

11 November 2022
On 11 November we held our
service of remembrance, in which
we roll-called those past students
who died in the service of their
country in WW1, WW2, and the
Northern Ireland troubles. At 11 am,
the College community joined the
nation in the 2 minutes of silence. 

Jesus was born into the most
humble of circumstances and a
world in turmoil. As we cope with
the challenges in society today, let
us remember what is truly important
to us, God’s love for us, our loved
ones, and our community. We wish
you a blessed and holy Christmas.
Enjoy the festivities and time with
loved ones and friends. 



Mass

Celebrating Mass is central to our identity as a
Catholic school, and so on 1 November, being
the feast of All Saints, and a holy day of
obligation, the College community celebrated
Mass, with Fr John Moffatt SJ, from the Jesuit
community in Stamford Hill, presiding.
November is also the month of All Souls when
we remember and pray for those who have died.
We invited our school community to list family
and friends who have sadly passed away. Their
names were placed in our November list and in
front of the altar in the Chapel where we prayed
each morning. 

Good News for Everyone 

We welcomed back to the College Good News
for Everyone (formally Gideons UK). Students
listened to a talk about the work of Good News
for Everyone! Each student received a New
Testament and Psalms. 

Cop 27

In the lead-up to COP, 27, year 7 students
walked a mile in solidarity with those most
affected by climate change as part of the Jesuit
Missions’ Walk, Pray, Change campaign. Before
setting off, they listened to testimony from
South Sudan and joined in prayer. 

CAFOD Sixth Form 

The new cohort of Sixth Form CAFOD
ambassadors attended their first training
session at Amigo Hall, Southwark, along with
four other schools in the Westminster diocese.
The training informed the students of the history
and work of CAFOD and included group
discussions and tasks. Each school was given
the challenge to think of ideas and plan how
they are going to promote the different CAFOD
campaigns in their schools. 

The Catholic Life of the School



The Catholic Life of the School
Retreat  

Year 8 students have been enjoying their
retreat days, finding out about the light and
darkness of creation and the world before
reflecting and praying about the light
(consolation) and darkness (desolation) in
themselves.  

Christmas Celebration 

On 6 December, the College held its annual
Christmas Celebration. The evening began with
our Carol Service; guests were treated to a
wonderful selection of readings, carols and an
Advent meditation. Music was provided by the
College orchestra and singing by our choir.
After an interval of mulled wine and mince pies
and beautiful Christmas biscuits made by Mrs
Randle. The evening concluded with a very
funny pantomime – A Christmas Carol written
by Fr John Moffatt SJ.  

Advent is a time of giving, something the
students of the College do in abundance,
putting their faith into action. Sadly, due to the
snow last week, we had to cancel our Senior
Citizens Christmas Lunch: We will be making
alternative arrangements in the New Year. Year
10 students took up the challenge set by their
chosen charity, the Jesuit Refugee Service, to
write 300 Christmas cards which will be
distributed to people in immigration detention
as a small act of solidarity with those who are
marginalised in society. We held our annual
Christmas accessory day; staff and students
were invited to get into the Christmas spirit by
wearing something festive and donating to
their year group charity. 

A parent of a year 9 student, kindly baked a
selection of delicious, Christmas inspired,
cupcakes which raised £36 in aid of the Year 9
charity – Nightingale Cancer Support Centre.  

Exodus Youth Worx  

We once again joined Exodus Youth
Worx, and their Love Christmas
campaign. Each form class was
challenged to donate and wrap items to
create a Christmas hamper which will
be distributed to local families.  

As the Autumn term draws to a close,
the Chaplaincy wishes you all a Merry
Christmas. 



Mandarin Hurdle Tests Summer 2022

We were delighted to hear our
students achieved an exceptional set
of results in the Mandarin Hurdle Tests
2022.

Year 8 average (7L last year) 92%

Year 9  average(8L last year) 80%

Both classes performed at a high
standard and the results were above
national averages.

All students received a certificate with
their results during a celebrations
assembly presented by Mrs O’Keeffe in
November. Well done to all our
students for their hard work!

A special congratulations go to Joshua
A (9L) who achieved 99% overall- a
fantastic achievement.

Languagenut Competition

During the month of October, our
school took part in the Languagenut
competition. Students completed
exercises online competing with other
schools internationally. In total, 193,
039 students in 52 countries took part.  
It is therefore a truly outstanding
achievement that three of our students
were placed in the final top 50 in the
world. These students received a
certificate and an Amazon voucher.

Subject Updates
Modern Foreign Languages

Congratulations to our amazing top 3!
 
Thanus K (16th place) 
Kendrick H (21st place) 
Chris C (46th place)

A well done also goes to the students
who were in our school's top 10.

Charlie S (10X) 
Malvin L (8A) 
Leon F (10X) 
Rayn K (8A) 
Ali L (7G) 
Samuel L (9C) 
Arinze E (8P)



Christmas Card Designs 

This term we put a call out to all the budding
young designers and artists to design the
school’s annual Christmas card. The students
didn’t disappoint and it was a difficult
decision in the end but the winning design
was a beautiful colour pencil drawing by
Andrew D (Year 12), Congratulations!  

But as we enjoyed so many other designs,
we also entered some of the other entries
into an external competition run by
Qualiteach Ltd, and one of our student’s
designs was chosen, so congratulations to
Raphaell R in Year 7! 
  
Formula 1 in schools – DT extracurricular
activity 

With such creative students at St Ignatius
College, the Design and Technology team
has started the F1 in Schools Club, where
student teams from years 7 to 9 will design a
Formula One model car to compete in the
regional competition in March 2023. The
teams have already started to form team
brands and have begun learning to use
Computer Aided Design to design their cars.
They have specific design requirements and
limitations that they have to adhere to, and
although they are still very early in the design
phase, we are looking forward to seeing
which team creates the most aerodynamic
and fastest car design. 

The teams will also have to present their
process to the team of judges and as they
progress in the competition, they can start to
think about building their branding further
and looking for sponsorship just like real F1
teams. 

Subject Updates
Design and Technology



Autumn has been a busy one for the Sports
men and women of St Ignatius.

The hive of activity surrounding team
selections, for Rugby, Football, Basketball,
and Netball teams makes the first few weeks
very exciting.

The football teams have entered the Borough
Leagues and Middlesex cups and I am
pleased to note that teams in years 8 to 13
have progressed to the third round of this
competition. The year 7s won their first
match with a thumping 7-0 victory over
Latymer, succumbed to a very strong team
from Highgate, and were defeated 3-2.

The Sixth Form girls have also entered the
Borough competition. Our inaugural girls'
team is still seeking its first victory, Captain
Niamh Gallagher has been the stand-out
performer in both Games.

The Rugby teams from years 8 to 10 have
played against strong opposition this year,
venturing out on Saturday mornings to such
far-flung venues such as Twickenham. The
year 7s have made a solid start to their
Rugby careers with two hard-fought matches
against Cardinal Vaughan and QE Barnet, and
although they scored 13 tries in the two
games they twice narrowly ended up on the
losing side. Elnathan Duodu-Appiah and
Feliks Siwieck show much promise. The year
8 team has pride of place with some
memorable victories, ably led by their
captain, Patrick Corcoran, and their vice-
captain Matteo Mayor.

The Sixth Form Netball team has entered a
local tournament and there are more matches
to be arranged in the new year. 

Subject Updates
Sports

Miss Craven, their coach, is very excited
about their prospects.

In the borough Cross country, Johnathan
Beadle (Year 8) ran in the combined 8 & 9
age group and finished 2nd overall. He now
progresses to the county championships in
Harrow.

The basketball season will start in earnest
after the Christmas break, we are hopeful
that our teams will do well.



On 21 November we hosted one of the music
services Choir Festivals, with students from
Forty Hill and Capel Manor primaries coming
to the College to perform alongside our own
College Choir. As well as each giving
wonderful performances, the three choirs
joined together for a massed item; a great
way to make music together and we look
forward to doing this again in the future.

The 6 December had us host our Carol
Service, which was extremely well-attended.
The evening featured the College Choir and
Orchestra who provided the carols for the
evening with members from the Enfield Brass
Band who came along to join us. There were
also excellent contributions by the Close
Harmony Group (Adriann Nesarajah, Krishan
Rajasekaram, Daniel Onuegbu, Ralphy Dizon,
and Alfie Kigonya) singing 'Gaudete' and a
small ensemble of Henry Skelton (Flute),
Jaeden Elijah Punsalan (Violin) and Adam
Ravat (Voice) who performed 'Sing of a Girl'.
Following the service, it was the turn of our
Brass Band to provide entertainment by
playing a number of carols and festive tunes
while people enjoyed their mince pies and
mulled wine. This was followed by an
excellent play, featuring many wonderful
student performances.

On 7 December, the choir once again went to
Waltham Cross to sing at the Broxbourne
Festival of Carols. We performed in the
central shopping centre to a large crowd of
supporters who were very receptive and
commented on how much they enjoyed the
singing. 

We are delighted to once again launch our
joint Music Festival with St Anne's and would
welcome entries from all students at the
College. 

Subject Updates
Music

There will be two main classes in
Composition and Performance, with
students encouraged to enter as either
soloists or as groups, with no restrictions
on the style, instruments, or difficulty of
the music submitted. This year the
'Challenge Class' Final will be adjudicated
by Mr Kevin Hathaway, a very highly
regarded performer, examiner, and
educator. Kevin is a renowned
percussionist and Head of Wind, Brass,
and Percussion at the Purcell school so we
are very grateful for him giving his time to
come to the event. The deadline for
entries is 13th January and students can
upload audio or video recordings for the
first round to Google Classroom. The final
itself will take place on Tuesday 31st
January from 6 pm in the Stage Hall.



Extra-Curricular Activities and Events

Jack Petchey

The Jack Petchey Club is held every
Monday after school to help Year 9 and 10
students prepare for the Jack Petchey
Speak Out Challenge in January 2023.
There are two parts to the club: debating
and speech writing and delivery. 

In debate sessions, students are
encouraged to develop informed
responses to topics such as 'the
monarchy should be abolished' to 'the film
is always better than the book'. Students
are divided into two teams and research
their topic. When ready to debate,
students follow the formal debate
structure, where each team takes turns
making a main point, rebuttal, cross-
examination, and final statement.
Students have also been enjoying
introduction activities such as 'where do
you stand?', where students are asked to
stand in a line indicating their position on
a statement. These debates are more
informal, but help students select the
topics they wish to take forward to debate
with more formality. In the following
sessions, students will be introduced to
various logical fallacies to further develop
their debating skills. The aim of the
debate sessions of the Jack Petchey Club
is to help students generate ideas and
find inspiration for their speeches.

The speech writing and delivery part of
the club has students independently
research a subject of choice. They then
prepare and write a speech on their
chosen topic, following speech-writing
techniques. Once their speeches have
been written, the students deliver them to
the other members of the club. 

The speakers practice effective speech
delivery in preparation for the Jack
Petchey Speak Out Challenge.

The club is a fun way of honing your
public speaking and debating skills. New
members are always welcome. We hope
to see you there!



Extra-Curricular Activities and Events

Trip to Microsoft Enfield

Following a visit to St Peter's College, Oxford, and a workshop run by the
Department of Computer Science, Microsoft invited 5 of our brightest Computing
and Mathematics students for an afternoon at their newly opened building in Enfield.
Our students heard from software engineers about what it is like to work at
Microsoft, and the exciting opportunities available to a budding engineer and took a
tour of the swanky new surroundings including a rooftop bar. The day concluded
with an interview and a CV workshop. Microsoft is launching work experience and
internship programmes in the coming months which our students will be shooting
for.

Mystery books in the Library 

Students can take a mystery book to
read over Christmas, the book is
based on a quick description from
our librarian, Mr Dell, for a holiday
season full of surprises!! 



Extra-Curricular Activities and Events

Christmas Accessory Day and Christmas Dinner

This year we provided Christmas lunch free of charge to every member of our
community. A huge thank you to our caterers who served over 1200 people on the day!



Well Being and Support
Christmas is a time for celebration, but it
can also be a time of stress and anxiety for
students and parents/carers alike. The
pressure to make things perfect, or as close
as possible, is one that all parents/carers
feel and it is particularly acute this year with
the added pressures of the cost-of-living
crisis.  

Many of us are guilty of forgetting that the
most important aspect of Christmas is
spending time together to focus on Christ's
birth whilst reflecting on the beautiful scene
of the nativity. As parents and carers, we
need to make sure that amongst all the
festive celebrations, we make time
available for ourselves. Try to take a few
moments each day that is just for you – a
cup of tea, reading a book or magazine,
going for a walk. Take time to unwind and
relax. 

We hope you all have an opportunity to
experience the true meaning of Christmas,
enjoy the festivities of the New Year and
spend quality time with your loved ones. 

If you are concerned about a
child/young person’s mental health and
well-being, please reach out to us. We
are here to help.  
Here at St Ignatius College – We
Support, We Understand and We Care.

Reach out to us directly through -
wellbeing@st-ignatius.enfield.sch.uk 
Mr Edirimanasinghe - Senior Mental
Health Lead 
Mrs Di Pierro – Lead Welfare
Practitioner  

School Support

Who can I speak to?

Patterns of change in attitude and
emotions.  
Change in behaviour.  
If something has happened that will
have an impact on the young person's
welfare.  
If the young person is becoming
stressed, worried, or anxious.  
If there are worries about schoolwork,
exams, or exam results. 
If there are worries about employment
opportunities. 
Coping with a chronic illness or
disability. 
Substance misuse problems. 

North Middlesex University Hospital
Accident and Emergency 
Whipps Cross University Hospital 
Whittington Hospital 
Barnet Hospital 

Why would I reach out?  

Reach out to us if you're concerned about
the young person's well-being.  We work
in partnership with you to support the
interests of the young person. 

We will help the young person gain access
to support services.

What to look out for? 

Immediate Concern/Urgent Help –
Professional Services:

If you believe the young person or you
need urgent help or have an immediate
concern.  

You are to ring 999 and/or visit your
local A&E.  

Some local A&E’s: 

mailto:wellbeing@st-ignatius.enfield.sch.uk


Well Being and Support

Support can also be accessed through
your GP.  

External Services – Phone line for
Parents/Carers to support a young
person:  

You can seek help and advice from Young
Minds (a mental health charity) – Call our
Parents/Carers Helpline for detailed
advice, emotional support, and
signposting about a child or young person
up to the age of 25. 

You can call us for free on 0808 802
5544 from 9:30 am - 4 pm, Monday -
Friday 
 
Parents/Carers: Tips to looking after your

well-being 

How can I look after myself? 

Self-Care  
For many parents and carers, finding time
for yourself can be a challenge as you
juggle family and relationships with your
home and work life.  

The below article has tips on Self Care
that is important to help manage your
well-being.  

https://www.annafreud.org/parents-
and-carers/self-care-for-parents-and-
carers.

Free Courses: 

Are you interested in attending a free
course, ABC Parents offer workshops and
support groups to support young people. 
They are offering a First Aid Course.
 

December Half-Term Activities: 

If you are looking for activities to do over
the Christmas break, look no further.  
Enfield HAF are offering a range of
activities from arts and crafts to learning
cooking skills.  

Book your spaces via haf@enfield.gov.uk

https://www.annafreud.org/parents-and-carers/self-care-for-parents-and-carers/


On Wednesday 16 November, the
Learning Development Department (LDD)
hosted a coffee morning for the parents
of our special educational needs and
disability (SEND) students in years 7 – 9.

The morning allowed the parents to meet
with members of LDD including our
Emotional Literacy Support Assistants
(ELSA); Mr Chilcott and Mrs Ravat.

There was a presentation about
Developmental Learning Disorder (DLD)
by Geraldine Chenevot and Rachel Dyke;
the speech therapists who work in our
Speech and Language Resource Base
(SLRB).

Also in attendance were a Parent Support
Worker from Enfield’s Early Help Team
and representatives from Our Voice, a
voluntary organisation for parents of
children with SEND in Enfield.

Learning Development Department

Parents were given handouts and a copy
of our SEND Parent/Carer Padlet. They
had the opportunity to ask questions and
we also received some wonderful
feedback on how we are supporting their
sons.

We hope this is the first of many coffee
mornings, as we continue to work in
partnership with parents and external
agencies to ensure that our boys reach
their potential.

Coffee Morning

Sixth Form

Captaincy Team

Year 12 have now put in their applications
to join our Captaincy Team with
interviews taking place the week
beginning Monday 28 November. Our
Captaincy Team is an integral part of our
school community. They work with
specific year groups during registration
to mentor, and support with reading and
mathematical skills, and support in
intervention for year 11 students, they
work with staff on different projects to
raise awareness such as attitudes to
women assemblies and culture fest. 



@St_Ignatius

@officialstignatiuscollege

St Ignatius College, Enfield

ARE YOU FOLLOWING US ON OUR
SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS?

We’ll keep you up to date with all the latest news
and events happening in school.

We will be holding our Sixth Form open
evening on Thursday 26 January 2023!

Book your tickets on eventbrite!

Sixth Form Open Evening



Well Being and Support links


