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CHOOSING THE RIGHT SIXTH FORM
PROVISION IS ONE OF THE MOST
IMPORTANT DECISIONS YOU WILL
EVER MAKE.

Here at St Ignatius College, our aim is for
our young men and women to realise their
potential, to achieve their goals and to
make their dreams a reality. Your two
years in the Sixth Form are key formative
years and we aim to provide the very best
experiences so that you have the
qualifications, skills and confidence to
take your place in the world and to live a
happy, successful, fulfilling life and to be a
force for good in the world. We provide a
stimulating and supportive environment in
which our young people can thrive and
develop in the fullest sense -
academically, socially, personally,
culturally, emotionally, physically and
spiritually. We also want our students to
enjoy their learning!

We are a Catholic, Jesuit school but our
students and staff belong to many other
faiths and we value the rich diversity of
our community and we encourage and
expect all to play a full part in the life of
the school. 

We focus on four key areas: excellence,
ambition, leadership and community. I
hope this prospectus gives you some
insight into the very distinctive life here at
the Sixth Form at St Ignatius College and I
hope that you will decide to join us for this
next exciting stage in your life. 

SIXTH FORM RESULTS

Our results are outstanding and our
students make excellent progress
regardless of their starting points: we are
regularly placed in the top schools
nationally. Year on year, we have one of
the highest Value Added scores in North
London, even compared to selective
Sixth Forms and Colleges. This means
that whatever a student’s starting point
at A Level whether that be a minimum
expected grade of C or an A, our
students achieve above that grade. So
whether students are studying Further
Maths or BTEC ICT, with us, they will
exceed their minimum expected grade.

The achievement and attainment of all
students is paramount at St. Ignatius
College where we have a rigorous
monitoring system which tracks the
progress of students throughout the
year. Our close tracking system enables
teachers to give personalised support,
advice, and guidance to guide students
to obtain the very best results. Parents
are contacted promptly by staff if there
are concerns and subject teachers
provide detailed, diagnostic feedback to
students following assessments clearly
targeting their skills and knowledge gaps
and providing specific interventions to
address these. This rigorous and
consistent approach ensures that all
students make good progress. Students
who are at risk of underachieving are
quickly identified and targeted
intervention is put in place promptly to
ensure students stay on track.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT SIXTH FORM AND RESULTS
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TEACHING, LEARNING AND
ASSESSMENT

Our results over the years are testament to
the excellent teaching and learning that
takes place in our Sixth Form lessons:
students are stretched and challenged in all
lessons. They are encouraged to be
independent learners but also supported on
their path to success. Lessons are dynamic
and engaging and students build positive
relationships with their teachers. Our
students are encouraged to aim high and
aspire to be the best. 

All A Level teachers are experts and
specialists in their subjects and consider
carefully how students learn. Over the two
years, we develop students’ independence:
students make presentations, lead learning
and we run seminar style lessons, preparing
them for university study. We involve
students in teaching and learning, asking
them what works for them: we regularly
survey students to ensure that they are
getting strategies and feedback that they
need to make exceptional progress.

COLLEGE CAPTAINCY TEAM

The Captaincy Team are our key leaders.
Students take on various roles such as,
College Captain, Vice Captain,
Ambassadors leading in specific areas
such as Equality, Diversity and Inclusion,
Wellbeing, Social Justice, Media,
Enrichment, and we have leaders for
each year group. The Captaincy Team
works closely with the Headteacher and
staff at the College to further improve
our provision, decide on policy, appoint
staff and assist with the operational
running of the College undertaking duties
and responsibilities. The team takes a
leading role in running events for
different year groups, as well as
mentoring younger students and they
coordinate fundraising events and assist
at all events. They are superb
ambassadors and make a significant
contribution to our community. 

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND LEADERSHIP

IGNATIAN HANDS

The Ignatian Hands Community
Outreach Project encourages pupils to
put their faith into action. Sixth Form
students are expected to pledge a
minimum of ten hours of their time to the
project, and volunteer either in school or
the local community. Examples include
fundraising for our nominated charities,
assisting younger students in class,
assisting in running an extra-curricular
activity e.g. music, sport, Rubix cube
club, gospel choir or chaplaincy, or
becoming a peer mentor. All Year 12
students participate in out Teaching
Assistant programme, which involves all
Year 12 students supporting in a KS3 or
KS4 lesson once a week. 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP

Our students are the leaders of the
future. We encourage them to be men
and women for others, to be ready to go
into the world and make a difference and
to lead by example. Our students are
encouraged to develop their leadership
skills through the opportunities we offer.
Examples of these and some of our
enrichment opportunities include: Baking
club, Debate club, Basketball, Volleyball,
Football, Gospel Choir, Lifeguard training
and Swimming.
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Oxford and Cambridge visits 
Catenian Public Speaking Competition 
SEO opportunities 
JP Morgan internship offers 
Medical speakers 
Tottenham Hotspur University Fair 
Sutton Trust Pathways programmes in
Law, Business, STEM and Medicine

AMBITION PROGRAMME

Our students have the highest ambitions
and at St Ignatius we support students to
make these aspirations a reality with an
extensive Ambition Programme.
Significant numbers of students go on to
study at some of the leading universities
around the country, including Oxford,
Cambridge and the Russell Group. Many
of our students leave our Sixth Form to
pursue successful careers in Medicine,
Engineering, Law or Finance, whilst others
enter the fields of Journalism, Technology
or the Creative Arts. Whatever their
ambition, our students enjoy first class
advice and guidance to support them, and
benefit from individual support when
making their applications to university.
Students have access to prestigious
internships and work experience
opportunities, for example with 
J.P. Morgan, opportunities to deepen their
academic potential through the Brilliant
Club and the Scholars’ programme, as well
as gaining places on competitive summer
schools and programmes such as the
Sutton Trust, the King’s College K+
programme, and the UCL Target Medicine
programme.

Below are just a few of the opportunities
available for our Sixth Form students.
Opportunities are always communicated
with students in form time and through
google classroom. 

King's College K+ programme 
UCL's Target Medicine scheme and
the QMUL Chemistry summer school 
Orwell Youth Prize competition for
political and social writing 
Floreat Balliol programme 
Future scholars programme 
Brilliant club 
Work Experience

 

EDUCATIONAL VISITS

Year 12 induction includes a visit to Young
Mariners in Hertfordshire. This takes
place at the beginning of the school year
and is an ideal opportunity for students to
have some fun and also get to know each
other better. Our subject areas  offer a
number of opportunities for school trips.
These may include a visit to the Houses of
Parliament and the Royal Courts of
Justice, theatre trips and the opportunity
to attend subject conferences. We
strongly believe that visits enrich the
curriculum and enhance students’ life
experiences and cultural capital.

INTRODUCTION
AMBITION PROGRAMME

Sixth Form
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HIGHER EDUCATION

The majority of students in Year 13 at 
St Ignatius College progress into Higher
Education. In 2019 92% of our Year 13
students were accepted onto their first
choice University courses. Over 20% of
these students went on to Russell Group
universities. The universities chosen by
our students are varied and include
Cambridge, UCL, Imperial, King’s, Cardiff,
Bath, Nottingham, and Warwick. Students
go on to study a variety of courses
including Philosophy, Politics and
Economics (PPE); Engineering; Medicine;
Economics; Law and Physics.  We
encourage and guide students to select
the best university for their course of
interest which may not always be the
Russell Group universities for that
particular course especially courses such
as Journalism, Criminology, Architecture
etc.

We are very proud of our students and
most importantly, assist them in choosing
the right Universities and courses for
them. We support students every step of
the way from the initial research of
courses and universities to preparing their
personal statements to preparing for
entrance exams and interviews. We work
with our independent sister Jesuit school,
Stonyhurst College and university
outreach departments to prepare our
students for interviews, providing mock
interviews and feedback.

We have a very thorough Information
Advice and Guidance (IAG) process for
students led by our dedicated UCAS
Coordinator, Mr Ingles. Starting in Year 12,
students have assemblies with a Higher
Education focus and also complete work
during tutorial time related to the UCAS
process. 

We encourage students to complete online
modules offered by Universities (Massive
Open Online Courses or MOOCs), to attend
lectures at London universities and also to
further their subject knowledge through
wider reading. These help students gain
skills and experiences in order to prepare
high quality personal statements. We have
guest speakers from universities who talk to
our students about applying to university.

In the summer of Year 12, we dedicate a
week to Higher Education. This includes
guest speakers and  our successful alumni
talking to current students about their own
experiences. All students visit a university
during this week. Students are actively
encouraged to attend University Open Days
to ensure they see the places where they
may potentially study. 

At the end of Year 12 students, complete
their personal statements, and references
and predicted grades are finalised in the first
half term of Year 13. Students can then
complete their application in time to send by
the end of October half term in Year 13.  

OXBRIDGE

Each year we have a number of students
who will achieve places at Oxford or
Cambridge Universities. These are two of
the most prestigious universities in the world
and we are very proud that are students
aspire to go to such institutions. Students
who wish to apply for Oxford or Cambridge
are identified early on in Year 12 and will be
offered individualised support to ensure they
are fully prepared for the highly competitive
admissions process. This will include
attending workshops, having guest speakers
and visiting both universities.

AMBITION

INTRODUCTION
Sixth Form



Being in the Sixth Form requires
students to make many decisions on
their futures. Whatever path students
choose to take, and whatever
challenges they will be faced with, we
will support them throughout their
journey. Tutors follow a programme
which begins with induction themes to
ensure students settle quickly into their
studies. Students are encouraged to
take part in discussions and listen to
TED talks. Tutor time is also used to
begin the UCAS process and
opportunities are provided for students
to ensure they are fully prepared for
Higher Education. 

Parents are kept informed at all stages
of their child’s education. We see our
Sixth Form as a partnership between
parents, teachers and students.
Communication with parents is
frequent and includes phone calls and
reports home, parental information
evenings, parent teacher evenings, and
a half termly newsletter. All of this
ensures parents are kept well informed
at all stages of their child’s Sixth Form
education. 

The Sixth Form is also about building
independence amongst students to
prepare them for their future, whether
at university or in the workplace. To
this end, we encourage students to
work independently and to make
autonomous decisions. This is vital
when they are choosing their future
pathway. We guide and advise but will
ultimately allow them to make their
own, independent decisions.

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE PAGE 05

COMMUNITY

We have over 220 students studying in our
Sixth Form. Ours is a large sixth form but
every student within our Sixth Form is
highly valued and known as an individual.
The Sixth Form is led by key staff who
support students during their time at St
Ignatius College: 

· Ms K O'Connor - Assistant Headteacher
for KS5 Achievement

· Mr B Galvin – Learning Coordinator for
Sixth Form  

· Mrs C Keene - Sixth Form Pastoral 
 Manager 

· Mr H Ingles - UCAS Coordinator/ Ambition
Programme Coordinator 

Form Tutors play a vital role in supporting
students throughout their two years. Tutor
groups are small and tutors are specialist
Sixth Form teachers. We have a vertical
tutoring system in the Sixth Form. Mixing
the Year 12 and 13 students in tutor groups
provides opportunities for Year 12 to learn
from Year 13 and be mentored by them. It
also adds to the sense of close community
and support that help our students thrive. 

St. Ignatius College offers a safe, secure
and supportive environment which allows
students to develop a variety of skills in
preparation for university, college or the
workplace. Our Sixth Form team place great
importance on the relationship that the
students share with both their teachers and
their Form Tutors. This, together with our
supervised study space, provides the
perfect atmosphere for students to flourish.

INTRODUCTION
Sixth Form

COMMUNITY
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ART
A Level (in collaberation with St Anne's)

Introduction to the course:

The skills students develop will be varied. Among them,
they will develop a working knowledge of materials,
practices and technology within art, craft and design. 
Students will develop their imaginative and creative
powers and skills in experimenting, analysing and
documenting their ideas. They will also develop a
specialist vocabulary and the knowledge and
understanding of the place of art, craft and design in
history and in contemporary society.

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 5 in GCSE Art (if
taken)

SUBJECT LEADER
Mrs Douglas

Assessment

Work is assessed by teachers, through peers and self-
assessment. There are two elements for the final
assessment.
 
• Component 1, worth 60% of final mark is submitted in
March of Year 13 
• Component 2, worth 40% of the final mark is submitted
in May of Year 13

Both are internally assessed and moderated by a visiting
examiner from the board.

Career Progression 

Careers in the Arts are innumerable but some
suggestions would be; Artist, Art auctioneer,
Illustrator, Furniture designer, Community arts
worker, Architect, Web page designer, Games
designer, Graphic designer, Costume designer,
Gallery curator, Animator, Art therapist, etc.

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: Edexcel

Year 1 Course outline

Component 1

 In Year 12 Art and Design covers:

• The development of ideas
• Experimentation with media
• Developing and applying skills 
• Researching, recording, analysing and reviewing ideas
and the creation and presentation of personal outcome(s)

Students will work on a Personal Study, developing ideas
and skills through a range of media and techniques.

Year 2 Course outline

Component 1 

In Year 13, students produce a more in-depth critical
analysis in the form of their Personal Study
presentation. This takes the form of a study in
book/folder, which includes both written and visual
analysis. The written text must be between 1000 and
3000 words. 

Component 2 

Students will produce a Personal Study based on a
theme set by the exam board. They will produce a
book/folder of work based on the theme in
preparation for their 15-hour period of sustained
focus
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BIOLOGY
A Level

Introduction to the course:

This course aims to encourage candidates to develop
their interest in and enthusiasm for biology, including
developing an interest in further study and careers in
biology; 

• Appreciate how society makes decisions about
specific scientific issues. 

• Develop and demonstrate a deeper appreciation of
the skills, knowledge and understanding of how science
works. 

• Develop essential knowledge and understanding of
different areas of biology and how they relate to each
other. 

As with the other sciences, biology helps you to build
up research, problem solving, organisation and
analytical skills. If you study biology, you will find
yourself working on group projects, which will help you
build your teamwork and communication skills.

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 7 in GCSE Biology
Grade 7,7 Combined
science

SUBJECT LEADER

Assessment
There will be 3 exams in Year 13: 

Paper 1 will follow the work done in year 1 on units 1-4,
Paper 2 will follow the work done in year two on units
5-8, 
Paper 3 will be a synoptic paper based on all the
biology learnt in the last 2 years culminating in a 25
mark essay that asks you to link all the key concepts. 

• There will be no internal assessment that leads to
marks that contribute towards the A Level grades. In
other words, no coursework or controlled assessment. 

Career Progression 

Biology is a key subject for lots of STEM careers,
particularly in healthcare, medicine and jobs involving
plants or animals. The list includes: nursing, dentistry,
forensic science, psychology, physiotherapy, botany,
environmental science, zoology, geology,
oceanography, pharmaceuticals, energy, teaching,
science writing, genetics and research.

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: AQA

Year 1 Course outline

Includes the study of cells, biologically important
molecules, exchange of materials and transport,
biodiversity and evolution. 

Year 2 Course outline

Include all the elements of the A2 course as well as
the study of internal communication systems,
homeostasis, excretion, photosynthesis,
respiration, variation, biotechnology, ecosystems
and response to the environment.

Mr Coleman-Hughes
Miss Bridle

• Practical work will be assessed in the written
papers. 15% of the total A-level marks will be for
practical knowledge and understanding. 

• A separate ‘endorsement’ of practical work will be
assessed by teachers. This will not be graded. If
students pass, it will be reported on their
certificate, otherwise it will not be reported.
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BUSINESS
BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate 

Introduction to the course:

The Pearson BTEC National Level 3 Extended
Certificate in Business is a vocational qualification
for post-16 students wanting to continue their
education through applied learning, and who aim to
progress to higher education and ultimately to
employment, probably in the business sector. 

The qualification is equivalent to 1 A level, and it has
been designed as a full two-year programme,
normally studied alongside 2 other level 3
qualifications.

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 4 in GCSE Business 
(if taken)

Mr Muhammad

Assessment

Unit 2 is a 3-hour assessment whereby students
prepare create a marketing campaign and report on
a computer. 

Unit 3 is a written exam which will be completed in
June of year two. All other units will be assessed
through a portfolio work which is assessed internally
and externally verified. Grades awarded at the end
of the course are Pass, Merit, Distinction or
Distinction*. 

Career Progression 

On successful completion of this course you will be
ready to explore employment opportunities in the
business management, marketing, legal or finance
sectors or further enhance your skills and
knowledge by progressing on to higher education
to study at degree level. 

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: Edexcel

Year 1 Course outline

Unit 1: Exploring Business 

Unit 2: Developing a Marketing Campaign

Year 2 Course outline

Unit 3: Personal and Business Finance 

Unit 8: Recruitment and Selection

SUBJECT LEADER



Grade 7 Chemistry
Grade 7,7 Combined
Science 
Grade 6 in Maths
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CHEMISTRY
A Level

Introduction to the course:

Chemistry is a fascinating subject that encourages both
imagination and problem solving. Anyone considering a
scientific career, should study Chemistry – it is a central
scientific discipline that will equip you with knowledge
and skills that are applicable to a wide range of careers
and professions. Knowledge of Chemistry will give you a
greater understanding of the world we live in.

Assessment

Paper 1: 2 hour written exam (35%) 
105 marks of short and long answer questions

Paper 2: 2 hour written exam (35%) 
105 marks of short and long answer questions

Paper 3: 2 hour written exam (30%) 
90 marks of short and long answer questions and
multiple choice questions

Career Progression 

If you enjoy Chemistry, you might consider the
following careers and jobs: veterinary surgeon,
agricultural research scientist, ecologist, engineering
(chemical, biochemical, fuel & energy, industrial),
chiropodist, medicine, dentistry, optometry, material
scientists, analytical chemist, forensic scientist,
technologist (paper, glass, polymer, packaging),
brewer. 

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: AQA

Year 1 Course outline

Physical Chemistry 
Atomic structure, Amount of substance, Bonding,
Energetics, Kinetics, Equilibria, Redox

Inorganic Chemistry 
Periodicity, Group 2 chemistry, Group 7 elements 

Organic Chemistry 
Introduction to Organic chemistry, Alkanes,
Halogenoalkanes, Alkenes, Alcohols, Organic Analysis 

Required Practical 1-6 
Titration, enthalpy change, rate of reaction, testing for
ions, distillation, identification of an organic unknown

Year 2 Course outline

Physical Chemistry Thermodynamics, Rate equations,
Equilibrium constant Kc for homogeneous systems,
Electrode potentials and electrochemical cells, Acids
and bases

Inorganic Chemistry Properties of Period 3 elements
and their oxides, Transition metals, Reactions of ions in
aqueous solution 

Organic Chemistry Optical isomerism, Aldehydes and
ketones, Carboxylic acids and derivatives, Aromatic
chemistry, Amines, Polymers, Amino acids, proteins
and DNA, Organic synthesis. Nuclear magnetic
resonance spectroscopy, Chromatography 

Required Practical 7-12 Rate of reaction,
electrochemical cell, pH changes, preparation of
Aspirin, transition metal complexes, thin-layer
chromatography

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT

SUBJECT LEADER
Mr Coleman-Hughes
Dr Porcari
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COMPUTER
SCIENCE

A Level

Introduction to the course:

This course places emphasis on abstract thinking,
general problem solving, algorithmic and
mathematical reasoning and it is a good foundation
for understanding future challenges in this fast
moving technological world. The course gives you
a strong understanding of how computers work
and how to write your own programs.

Assessment

There are two exam papers; paper one (on-screen)
and paper two (written). 

Paper 1 - On-screen exam: 2 hours 30 minutes -
40% of A-level. This paper tests a student's ability
to program, as well as their theoretical knowledge
of Computer Science from subject content 1-4
above and the skills required from section 13
above.

Paper 2 - Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes - 40%
of A-level. This paper tests a student's ability to
answer questions from subject content 5-14 above. 

Career Progression 

A-level Computer Science will allow you to study a
range of computing qualifications at university.
There are computing apprenticeships that you
could take up with A-level computer science.

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: AQA

Fundamentals of programming 
Fundamentals of data structures
Fundamentals of algorithms 
Theory of computation 
Fundamentals of data representation 
Fundamentals of computer systems 
Fundamentals of computer organisation and
architecture 
Consequences of uses of computing 
Fundamentals of communication and
networking 
Fundamentals of databases 
Big Data 
Fundamentals of functional programming 
Systematic approach to problem solving 
Non-exam assessment – the computing
practical project

Course outline

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 6 in GCSE
Computing
Grade 6 in GCSE Maths

SUBJECT LEADER
Mr Abdullahi

Assessment

There is also a non-exam assessment:

Non-Exam assessment - 75 marks - 20% of A-level.
This assesses students' ability to use the
knowledge and skills gained through the course to
solve or investigate a practical problem. Students
will be expected to follow a systematic approach to
problem solving, as shown in section 13 above.
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ECONOMICS
A Level

Introduction to the course:

The course examines economic theory, including the
setting of prices, the behaviour of firms, wages,
international trade and development and the
management of the economy by government. Students
are also expected to apply theory to given situations, for
instance in the case of problems such as pollution, traffic
congestion, unemployment and inflation. Britain’s role in
the world economy is studied in depth.

Assessment

There will be three external examinations: 
• Paper One examines themes one and three.
• Paper Two examines themes two and four.
• Paper Three is the synoptic paper and examines all
themes.

The examinations will consist of essays, data-
response, short answer and multiple choice questions.
Candidates will therefore need to master a number of
different skills in order to be successful. It is essential
that students take an active interest in the subject and
follow economic developments by reading news
articles. A willingness to read around the subject is also
expected.

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: Edexcel

Year 1 Course outline

Theme 1 - This theme focuses on microeconomic
concepts. Students will develop an understanding of: 
• The nature of economics 
• How markets work 
• Market failure 
• Government intervention.

Theme 2 - This theme focuses on macroeconomic
concepts. Students will develop an understanding of: 
• Measures of economic performance 
• Aggregate demand 
• Aggregate supply 
• National income 
• Economic growth 
• Macroeconomic objectives and policy.

Year 2 Course outline

Theme 3 - This theme develops the microeconomic
concepts introduced in Theme 1 and focuses on
business economics. Students will develop an
understanding of: 
• Business growth 
• Business objectives 
• Revenues, costs and profits 
• Market structures 
• Labour market 
• Government intervention

Theme 4 - This theme develops the macroeconomic
concepts introduced in Theme 2 and applies these
concepts in a global context. Students will develop an
understanding of: • international economics • poverty
and inequality • emerging and developing economies •
the financial sector • the role of the state in the macro
economy.

Career Progression 

Many students progress to study a degree in Economics
or Business and Finance. Typical careers include
investment banking, accountancy, stock market trader,
data analyst, or a management role.

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 6 in GCSE
Maths

SUBJECT LEADER
Mr Muhammad
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ENGLISH
A Level

Introduction to the course:

The course will cover the full range of English literature
from Chaucer (l4th Century) to the present day. All
students will study a range of texts, which will include at
least one play by Shakespeare, drama, poetry and prose,
including at least one major novel. In addition to set
texts, candidates will be expected to read widely and to
discuss their reading both orally and in writing.

Assessment

The specification requires students to cover three core
units, which will culminate in two terminal exams worth
40% each and a 2,500 word extended essay worth 20%. 

Career Progression 

Beyond A-Level English. The study of English Literature
will be among the most rewarding pursuits which
students experience. In addition to the personal
satisfaction to be gained, students go on to a wide
range of higher degrees and careers, both in
Humanities and Sciences, including Medicine, Law and
Industry. Indeed, many students find that the skills and
talents acquired prove beneficial in all sorts of ways. 

Perhaps most valuable is the pleasure to be gained
through deeper appreciation of reading, and which
does not end with formal study.

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: AQA

Year 1 Course outline

Unit 2: Texts In Shared Contexts, will focus on the
literature of WW1 and its aftermath and will require the
study of three set texts (one drama, one poetry and one
prose, one of which must have been written post-2000). 

Both units one and two will also require extensive wider
reading beyond the set texts.

Year 2 Course outline

Unit 1, Love Through The Ages, requires the study of
three set texts (one drama, one poetry and one prose,
one of which must have been written pre-1900) and
one Shakespeare play. 

Unit 3 is the Independent Critical Study where students
conduct a comparative critical study of two texts, one
of which must have been written pre-1900.

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 5 in GCSE English
Language
Grade 6 in GCSE English
Literature

SUBJECT LEADER
Ms Mangera
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EPQ
A Level 

Introduction to the course:
This course gives you the opportunity to pursue an area
of personal interest. This course is divided into two
elements: the taught component and the independent
study component. There are 3 pieces to be submitted: a
log book, your project and a presentation. The log book
is where you keep your reflective notes of the process
you go through. The product will be either a 5000 word
essay or a product (artefact, art work, film, animation,
web site, performance, exhibition etc. The presentation
is designed to explain your findings to a non-specialist
audience.

Duration of Course : 1 Year

Assessment

Submission of the project, production log and
presentation make up the assessed work. The written
project involves a minimum of 5,000 words and the
practical project 1000-5000 words. You will also deliver a
presentation outlining your findings.

The EPQ is marked internally then externally moderated
by the AQA exam board.

Where can this lead me?

Many universities are interested in students doing the
Extended Project Qualification as it gives you the skills
you will need at university. It can often give you the
edge over other students when applying for similar
courses. It also gives you the opportunity to pursue an
area of interest and develop your independent study
skills. Students who have previously completed the
qualification felt that it made their first year at
university easier.

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: AQA

Course outline

During the taught component you will learn a range of
university research skills, such as:

• Research skills 
• Project management skills 
• ICT skills 
• Critical thinking skills 
• Skills of self-reflection
• Essay writing
• Time management 
• Arranging meetings with tutor 
• Managing and reporting on the project process 
• Presentation techniques

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 5 in GCSE
English Language,
Minimum APS 4.5

SUBJECT LEADER
Mr Galvin
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A Level (in collaberation with St Anne's)

FRENCH

Teenagers right to vote 
Demonstration, strikes 
'Who holds the power?' 
Politics and immigration 

Students will study one text and one film from a
pre-selected list.
An individual research project

Year 2 Course outline

Aspects of political life in the French speaking world: 

Literary texts and films: 

Assessment

Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing - 2.5 hour exam,
50% of A-level
Paper 2: Written response to works and translation – 
2 hour exam, 20% of A-level
Paper 3: Speaking – 20-23 minute assessment, 30% of 
A-level

Career Progression 

Language skills are in high demand from employers
and graduates who lack these vital language skills risk
losing out to their better-qualified, culturally aware,
multilingual peers. Languages do not only lead to
translation or teaching work; they are a valuable asset
in any profession and in any company with links
abroad.

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: AQA

Introduction to the course:

French at GCE level is a demanding and challenging
course. It is, therefore, highly respected by universities
and employers. During this course you will: 

• Read and listen to authentic foreign language materials
and will study aspects of the contemporary society,
cultural background and heritage of a country where the
language is spoken 

• Have opportunities to develop your understanding and
awareness of spiritual, moral, ethical, environmental,
health and European issues 

• Develop your knowledge of the grammar and vocabulary
of the foreign language and use this to speak, write, read
and listen to the language 

• Become an effective communicator in French, using the
language to express facts and ideas, speak and write the
language in a range of different situations and for different
purposes 

• Develop your capacity for critical and analytical thinking
through the study of language 

• Equip yourself with transferable skills such as autonomy,
resourcefulness, creativity, critical thinking and linguistic,
cultural and cognitive flexibility that will enable you to
proceed to further study or employment

The changing nature of family 
The cyber society 
The place of voluntary work 

Year 1 Course outline

Social issues and trends: 

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT

SUBJECT LEADER
Ms Morán-Sernández

Grade 6 in GCSE
French

Positive features of a diverse society 
Life for the marginalised 
How criminals are treated

A culture proud of its heritage 
Contemporary Francophone music 
Cinema: the 7th art form

Political and artistic culture: 
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FURTHER
MATHEMATICS

A Level

Introduction to the course:

A-level Further Mathematics is designed to broaden and
deepen the mathematical knowledge and skills developed
when studying A-level Mathematics. It is studied alongside
A-level Mathematics and provides a stimulating
experience for those who enjoy the subject. Further
Mathematics is a rewarding and highly regarded subject
but it is also extremely demanding. You will need to have a
very solid understanding of the concepts covered at
GCSE. You need to be passionate about the subject and
show organisation, perseverance and effort. 

A-level Further Mathematics has a simple 50:50 split
between compulsory and optional elements. We will
decide upon the optional modules to best suit the needs of
the students. The Further Pure units build upon the
techniques in Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry and
Calculus developed from the A-level Mathematics units. In
addition to this the Further Pure modules will be
introducing topics such as complex numbers, matrices,
proof, hyperbolic functions, polar coordinates and
differential equations.

Assessment

The Edexcel Further Mathematics A-level has four examinations. Each will take 1 hour 30 minutes. All examinations are
equally weighted and worth 75 marks. 

Paper 1: Further Pure Mathematics 1 
Paper 2: Further Pure Mathematics 2 
Paper 3: Further Mathematics Option 1; Students take one of the following four options: • Further Pure • Further
Statistics • Further Mechanics • Decision Maths
Paper 4: Further Mathematics Option 2; Students take one of the following four options: • Further Pure • Further
Statistics • Further Mechanics • Decision Maths

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: Edexcel

Year 1 Course outline

In the first year of the course we teach Paper 1:
Further Pure Mathematics 1, and Paper 3: Further
Mathematics Option 1.

Year 2 Course outline

In the second year of the course we teach Paper 2:
Further Pure Mathematics 2 and Paper 4: Further
Mathematics Option 2.

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 8 in GCSE Maths

SUBJECT LEADER
Mr Poulter
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GEOGRAPHY
A Level

Introduction to the course:

The Geography A level course will excite students’
minds, challenge perceptions and stimulate their
investigative and analytical skills.

Assessment

Physical written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes • 120
marks • 40% of A-level 

Human written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes • 120 marks
• 40% of A-level 

Geography fieldwork investigation (NEA) 3,000 –
4,000 words • 60 marks • 20% of A-level • marked by
teachers • moderated by AQA

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: AQA

Year 1 Course outline

Water and Carbon Cycles, Hazards, Glacial
systems and landscapes, Changing places,
Residential fieldtrip. (Last 2 years to the Lake
District).

Year 2 Course outline

Geography fieldwork investigation (NEA)
Contemporary Urban Environments Global systems
and global governance

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 5 in GCSE
Geography
(if taken)

SUBJECT LEADER
Mr Smith

Career Progression 

Geography graduates are among the most employable. They possess the skills that employers look for. In part this is
because Geography brings together all other subjects. To study Geography will give you an oversight that no other subject
can give. It therefore combines well with any A Level subject. 

Career opportunities include: Eco-Tourism Advisor, Media Researcher, Hydrologist, Coastal Manager, Geologist, Civil
Engineer, Soil Conservationist, Weather Presenter, Disaster Manager, Flood Prevention Officer, Risk Assessor, Water
Supply Coordinator, GIS Specialist, Cartographer, Utilities Manager, Remote Sensing Analyst, Economic Developer,
Location Analyst, Regional Developer, Transport Manager, Aid Worker or Diplomat 

Higher Education - MSc (e.g. environmental assessment, land management, pollution and environmental control,
information systems engineering, rural resource management). - MA (e.g. cultural geography, society space, international
business, town planning). - PhD (e.g. glac
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HISTORY
A Level

Introduction to the course:

The skills required for GCSE history are taken to a higher
and more sophisticated level. For success at A Level, a
student is expected to develop a deep knowledge and
understanding of the course content which in turn, leads
to confident judgements about the items studied. You will
be expected to construct clear, logical and persuasive
arguments that are fully supported with appropriate facts.
History teaches us to ask two very important questions:
why and how. This is key to sharpening your critical
thinking abilities, which combine the following skills:
Analysis, Research, Essay writing, Communication,
Problem solving, Argumentation.

Assessment

Paper 1 - America Examination - 30% 
Paper 2 - South Africa Examination - 20% 
Paper 3 - Warfare Examination - 30% Coursework
submitted in Year 13 - 20%

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: Edexcel

Year 1 Course outline

Paper 1: In search of the American Dream, USA c1917-96’.
This has 5 sections. The changing political environment
1917-1980; the quest for civil rights; society and culture in
change; the quality of life; and an interpretation section on
the Reagan Presidency 1981-89.

Paper 2: In depth study of South Africa from 1948-94
during its transition from white minority rule to the free
elections of 1994, understanding the process in which it
changed from an apartheid state into a multi-racial
democracy a ‘rainbow nation’.

Year 2 Course outline

Paper 3: The British experience of warfare 1790
-1918. There are breadth and depth topics which
explore the British experience of war in different
aspects of major overseas conflicts and the
changing relationship between the state and the
people as the government attempts to create an
effective fighting machine and prepare the people
for war. This involves examining changes in
organization and weapons, as well as the roles of
Wellington and Nelson. It covers the Crimean War,
1854-56, The Second Boer War, 1899-1902, Trench
warfare on the Western Front, 1914-18 and the war
in the air, 1914-18.

The coursework is an independently researched
essay on a topic of choice, which challenges an
interpretation. It must be between 3000 to 4000
words long.

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 5 in GCSE
History (if taken)

SUBJECT LEADER
Mrs Wharton

Career Progression 

Law, Politics, Public sector, Business, Marketing,
Journalism, Economics, Teaching, Academia
Insurance, Social research, Media, Banking &
Finance
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INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY

A Level

Introduction to the course:

This course develops students’ knowledge, understanding
and skills in a fast paced environment. Students will gain
an insight into the principles of IT & Global Information
Systems as well as Cybersecurity. It is a good foundation
for understanding future challenges. The course will give
you a strong understanding of how computers work,
developed & maintained. 

Unit 3 (Cybersecurity) – Written exam: 1 hour. This paper
tests students on what will be covered in Unit 3. The paper
is covered in two sections. Section A being mixture of
multiple choice and short answer. Section B being the long
answer part. 

Unit 8 & 9 (Non-Exam assessment) This assesses student’s
ability to use the knowledge and skills gained from the
various units to produce a well-written report on a case-
study. Students are expected to produce reports on various
pass/merit/distinction criteria’s to achieve a grade. 

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: OCR

Course outline

1. Fundamentals of IT 
2. Global Information 
3. Cybersecurity 
4. Project Management 
5. Product Development

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Minimum Grade L2 Pass
in ICT (if taken)

SUBJECT LEADER
Mr Abdullahi

Career Progression 

This qualification enables students to progress onto
various different computing qualification at University. The
Unit 3 (Cybersecurity) gives students a great platform to
pursue their certification in CompTIA Security+ which is a
great certification to have on a CV

Assessment

There are three exam papers; Unit 1 (Fundamentals of IT),
Unit 2 (Global Information) and Unit 3 (Cybersecurity).

There are also non-examination assessments; Unit 8
(Project Management) & Unit 9 (Product Development) 

Unit 1 (Fundamentals of IT) – Written exam: 1 hour 30 mins.
This paper tests students on what will be covered in Unit 1.
The paper is covered in two sections. Section A being
multiple choice and section B being the long answer part. 

Unit 2 (Global Information) – Written exam: 1 hour 30 mins.
This paper tests students on what will be covered in Unit 2.
The paper is covered in two sections. Section A being
mixture of multiple choice & short answer questions.
Section B being the long answer part. 



PAGE 19

LAW
A Level

Introduction to the course:

Studying Law gives students an understanding of the role
of Law in today's society and raises their awareness of the
rights and responsibilities of individuals. By learning about
legal rules and how and why they apply to real life,
students also develop their analytical ability, decision
making, critical thinking and problem-solving skills. All
these skills are highly sought after by universities and
employers. 

The course encourages students to: 

• Develop their knowledge and understanding of the
English legal system and areas of both private and public
law within the law of England and Wales 

• Develop an understanding of legal method and
reasoning as used by lawyers and the judiciary 

• Develop and apply the techniques of legal method and
reasoning to analyse and offer answers to problems,
based on legal principles, legislation and case law 

• Develop the ability to construct conclusions and
communicate legal arguments by reference to appropriate
legal authorities 

• Develop the ability to communicate persuasive legal
arguments by reference to appropriate legal authorities
 
• Be able to demonstrate critical awareness of the
influence and operation of the law in society.

Assessment

Paper 1: The nature of law and the English legal system
(25 marks out of 100) Criminal law (75 marks out of 100) 

Paper 2: The nature of law and the English legal system
(25 marks out of 100) Tort law (75 marks out of 100) 

Paper 3: The nature of law and the English legal system
(25 marks out of 100) Law of Contract (75 marks out of
100)

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: AQA

Year 1 Course outline

Students study: English Legal system, Nature of
Law, Criminal Law and Tort Law

Year 2 Course outline

Students study: English Legal System, Nature of
Law, Contract Law

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Dependent on pathway
chosen

SUBJECT LEADER
Ms Ali

Career Progression 

Solicitor, Barrister, Police Officer, Licenced
Conveyancer, Prison Officer, 
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MATHEMATICS
A Level

Introduction to the course:

There are many reasons why people choose to study 
A-level Mathematics. The subject allows you to think
logically and analytically as well as develop your problem
solving skills. Through solving problems you develop
resilience and are able to think creatively and strategically.
The writing of structured solutions, proofs and justification
of results help you to formulate reasoned arguments. Add
in the improvements to your basic numeracy skills and
that bit of creativity needed to solve mathematical
problems and you've got yourself a set of skills which
would make you more desirable for almost any job.
Studies have also shown that people with Maths 
A-level also tend to earn more on average than people
without it. However, this in itself is not a good enough
reason to study maths. 

Assessment

The Edexcel Mathematics A-level has three 2-hour examinations. All examinations are equally weighted and worth 100
marks. 

Paper 1: Pure Mathematics 1 - Year 12 content assessed at A-level standard 
Paper 2: Pure Mathematics 2 - Remaining pure content which builds on and incorporates year 12 content. 
Paper 3: Statistics and Mechanics - Section A: Statistics (50 marks) Section B: Mechanics (50 marks)

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: Edexcel

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 7 in GCSE
Maths

SUBJECT LEADER
Mr Poulter

A-level Mathematics might be a requirement for what you
want to study at university (physics, engineering,
psychology, economics, computing, and business studies
courses prefer students to have A Level Mathematics if
possible). A good grade in Mathematics can boost an
application for almost every course. 

You might also really like Mathematics - this is as good a
reason as any to continue studying it. If you study
something you enjoy you are likely to do better at it.

With Mathematics there is the excitement of new
discoveries you will make. You will see more of the beauty
of it and realise just how much everything around in the
universe is connected to mathematics. 

The bottom line is, Mathematics is an amazing subject to
have at A Level but at the same time it is a very
demanding subject. Provided you have a solid
understanding of the core GCSE concepts before you
start, alongside some perseverance and effort, you should
be able to do well. 

A-level Mathematics is examined and taught as two areas
within Mathematics: Pure and Applied. Pure deals with a
lot of theoretical parts of Mathematics, over and above
those dealt with at GCSE. Applied Mathematics deals with
Mechanics and Statistics. All elements of the course are
taught over the two years.
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Exam board: AQA

SUBJECT LEADER

Dependent on pathway
chosen

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT

Ms Bolwell

Introduction to the course:

Through studying Media Studies students will view,
evaluate and analyse a variety of media products, and
develop practical skills spanning a range of media forms.
You will find contemporary, diverse topics and varied and
engaging content, helping students to develop research
and problem-solving skills whilst being creative. Students
will also refine their debating skills through the discussion
of contemporary issues from a range of perspectives.

Assessment

Media one Written exam: 2 hours 84 marks 35% of A-level 
Questions: A range of questions relating to an unseen
source and Close Study Products. Two essay questions (20
marks), one of which is an extended response question. 

Media two Written exam: 2 hours 84 marks 35% of A-level 
Questions: One medium length unseen analysis question.
Three essay questions (25 marks), one of which is an
extended response question and one of which is a synoptic
question. 

Year 2 Course outline

Subject content areas 
Close study products (CSPs) 
Contexts of the media 
Extended response and synopticity 
Media language 
Media representation 
Media industries 
Media audiences, Non-exam assessment (NEA) 

Section B will focus on Media Industries and Media
Audiences. Questions in this section can test any two
of the following forms: • Radio • Newspapers • Film
(industries only).

Year 1 Course outline

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will
sit all their exams and submit all their non-exam
assessment at the end of the course. 

Subject content - Media language - Media representation
- Media industries - Media audiences.

Section A will focus on Media Language and Media
Representations. Questions in this section will test the
following forms: 
• Advertising and marketing 
• Music video.

Career Progression 

A qualification in Media Studies offers opportunities
to students who are planning a future in
broadcasting, publishing and the communication
industry.

MEDIA STUDIES
A Level

Non-exam assessment: Creating a cross-media
production a choice of one of six annually changing
briefs, set by AQA - 60 marks - 30% of A-level
Assessed by teachers - Moderated by AQA Students
produce; a statement of intent; a cross-media
production made for an intended audience
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Exam board: Eduqas

Introduction to the course:

Music A Level is designed to allow learners to pursue
their own musical interests. Learners develop skills in
the three distinct but related disciplines of performing,
composing and appraising, whilst having flexibility to
specialise in either performing or composing. Learners
may choose to apportion 10% of their assessment to
either performing or composing as an in-depth study.
The WJEC Eduqas Music A Level offers contrast and
breadth as well as depth of study. Learners will engage
with both classical and popular music. Areas of study
will be; The Western Classical Tradition through The
Development of the Symphony (1750-1900), Rock and
Pop and 20th Century Music Art Music.

Year 2 Course outline

Component 2: Composition (Learners will choose either
Option A or B)

Option A: Composing (25%) Two compositions, one of
which must reflect the musical techniques and
conventions associated with the Western Classical
Tradition and be in response to a brief set by the board.
Learners will have a choice of four set briefs, released
during the first week of September in the academic year
in which the assessment is to be taken. The second
composition is a free composition. The compositions must
be a total duration of 4-6 minutes. 

Option B: Composing (35%) Three compositions, one of
which must reflect the musical techniques and
conventions associated with the Western Classical
Tradition and be in response to a brief set by the board.
Learners will have a choice of four set briefs, released
during the first week of September in the academic year
in which the assessment is to be taken. The second
composition must reflect the musical characteristics of
one different area of study (i.e. not the Western Classical
Tradition) while the third composition is a free
composition. The compositions must be a total length of
8-10 minutes.

Year 1 Course outline

Component 1: Performing (Learners will choose either
Option A or B)

Option A: Performing (35%) A performance consisting
of a minimum of three pieces with a total duration of 10-
12 minutes. At least one of these pieces must be as a
soloist. The other pieces may be either a soloist or as
part of an ensemble or a combination of both. One piece
must reflect the musical characteristics of one area of
study. At least one other piece must reflect the musical
characteristics of one other, different area of study. 

Option B: Performing (25%) A performance consisting
of a minimum of two pieces either as a soloist or as part
of an ensemble or a combination of both with a total
duration of 6-8 minutes. One piece must reflect the
musical characteristics of one area of study.

MUSIC
A Level

Career Progression 

There are many courses available at universities and conservatoires, from which music graduates enter a diverse range of
professions, both in and out of the world of music and the creative arts. Although A Level Music involves a lot of creative
work, the theoretical study of music history and theory is sufficiently rigorous that it is accepted as a serious academic
subject for entry to most university courses

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 5 in GCSE Music

SUBJECT LEADER
Mr Duguid
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Exam board: AQA

Introduction to the course:

This exciting A-Level encompasses many disciplines and
will improve your analytical, social, leadership and
communication skills. It looks at how we improve
performance at both participation and elite level, theories
which you can put into practice on yourself or with you
peers. It opens up a huge variety of future study and
employment opportunities.

Year 2 Course outline

In Year 2 the topics are; Energy systems, Information
Processing, Injury and Rehabilitation, Motion and Fluid
Mechanics, Leadership and Motivation, Deviance in Sport
and the Law. The topics become more scientific with
analysis of the impact on the elite performer.

Year 1 Course outline

In Year 1 you will study a range of topics in the following
areas; Applied Anatomy and Physiology, Skill Acquisition,
Sport in Society, Exercise Physiology, Biomechanics, Sport
Psychology and the Role of Technology in sport. The
overriding aim of all these areas is to investigate their
impact on every day sport and mass participation.

PHYSICAL
EDUCATION

A Level

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 5 in GCSE PE (if
taken)

SUBJECT LEADER
Mr Roche

Assessment

Paper 1 Factors affecting Participation in Sport (2 hour
written paper) 35% 
Section A: Applied anatomy and physiology 
Section B: Skill acquisition 
Section C: Sport and society 

Paper 2 Factors affecting Optimal performance in Sport (2
hour written paper) 35% 
Section A: Exercise physiology and biomechanics 
Section B: Sport psychology 
Section C: Sport and society and technology in sport 

Career Progression 

An A-Level in Physical Education opens doors to a
wide variety of futures, below is a small sample of
some of the possibilities which are directly related
to sport but the skills you learn throughout the
course are applicable across a huge range of
higher education and employment opportunities.
Sports science Degree PE teacher, Physiotherapist,
Sports coach/consultant, Sports policy at local and
national level, Diet and fitness instructor, Personal
trainer, Nutritionist

Paper 3 Practical in one activity and Analysis of
that Activity (Non Examined) 30%
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Exam board: AQA

Introduction to the course:

Physics attempts to understand the nature of energy and
matter – in other words it covers almost everything. From
the unimaginably small components of matter to the
fundamental forces which act through the vastness of the
universe. If you are inquisitive, observant, love solving
problems and always wanting to know why things happen
and how things work, then physics is for you! Physics
investigates the Whys and Hows of all aspects of the
physical world.

Year 2 Course outline

Further mechanics (Circular motion, Simple harmonic
motion and Periodic motion), Fields and their
consequences (Gravitational fields, Electric fields,
Magnetic fields and Capacitance), Nuclear physics
(Radioactivity, Nuclear radius and Mass and energy),
Thermal physics (Gas laws and Ideal gas equation) and
Medical physics (Eye, Ear and Ionising and non-ionising
imaging)

Year 1 Course outline

Measurements and their errors (Use of SI units and their
prefixes, Limitation of physical measurements), Particles
and radiation (Particles, antiparticles and photons, Particle
interactions and application of conservation laws, The
photoelectric effect, Energy levels and photon emissions
and Wave-particle duality), Waves (Progressive waves,
Superposition and stationary waves and Wave behaviours
(e.g. Interference, Diffraction, Refraction)), Mechanics and
materials (Motion along a straight line, Projectile motion,
Properties of solids and The Young modulus) and
Electricity (Resistivity, Potential divider and Electromotive
force and internal resistance)

PHYSICS
A Level

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 7, 7 in GCSE Combined
Science or Grade 7 in GCSE
Physics Grade 7 in GCSE Maths

SUBJECT LEADER
Mr Coleman-Hughes 

Assessment

Paper 1 (34% of A-Level) a 2 hour paper consisting of 85
marks. 60 marks of structured questions and 25 multiple
choice. Covering measurements and errors, particles and
radiation, waves, mechanics and materials, electricity and
further mechanics 

Paper 2 (34% of A-Level ) a 2 hour paper consisting of 85
marks. 60 marks of structured questions and 25 multiple
choice. Covering measurements and errors, thermal
physics, fields and their consequences and nuclear
physics. 

Career Progression 

Physicists play a vital role in many technology based
industries such as optoelectronics, nanotechnology,
computing and renewable energy. Others work on
investigating the universe; searching for extra-solar
planets or looking for the remnants of the big bang. Others
still go on to apply their knowledge in healthcare (medical
physics), studying the processes of the Earth (geophysics)
or the climate (meteorology).

Paper 3 (32% of A-Level ) a 2 hour paper consisting of 80
marks split into 2 sections. Section A: 45 marks covering
all content and practical skills and data analysis. Section
B: 35 marks covering medical physics. 40% of the overall
assessment of A-Level Physics will contain mathematical
skills equivalent to higher GCSE standard. 

15% of the overall assessment of A-Level Physics will
assess knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to
practical work, completing the required practicals while
showing you meet the standard of the practical
competencies will also enable you to obtain the practical
endorsement. 
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POLITICS
A Level

Introduction to the course:

Politics is everywhere, and politics is ever-changing. And
whether we know it or like it, politics affects almost
every aspect of our lives. In other words, politics one of
the most powerful forces operating on people,
communities and nation states. So, understanding
politics helps us to make better decisions about our
lives, to think critically about the world around us, and to
hold to account those who have been elected to make
laws and to represent us. 

If you choose to study politics at St Ignatius College, you
will have the opportunity to learn about one of the
longest and richest political histories on the planet; our
country, the United Kingdom. You will learn about where
power lies in our country, how laws are made and how
elections work. You will be able to understand
Newsnight! You will be able to answer questions such as
‘How powerful is social media?’ ‘Should we have more
Brexit-type referendums?’ and ‘Are political parties
things of the past?’ You will also have the opportunity to
study politics beyond our shores. How powerful is
China? How can we reduce conflict in the world? Is the
United Nations fit for purpose?  

Studying politics will also develop your critical thinking,
the quality of your writing skills, your ability to debate
and to weigh the strengths and weaknesses of
competing arguments. All these qualities are important
life skills, as well as the expertise to do well in A level
politics.      

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Dependent on pathway
chosen

SUBJECT LEADER
Mr Amias 

Assessment
Three two-hour exams at the end of the course 
On-going assessments across the two years of study 

Paper 1 UK Politics (Exam duration 2hours- weight 33%) 

Paper 2 UK Government (Exam duration 2hours- weight
33%) 

Paper 3 Global Politics (Exam duration 2hours- weight
33%)

Career Progression 

Becoming a political representative, a political
researcher, a policy or political advisor, working for
the civil and diplomatic services, working in public
relations, working for human rights, pressure
groups and charities, journalism and teaching.   

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: Edexcel

Year 1 Course outline

Democracy and participation 
Electoral systems 
Political parties 
Voting behaviour and the role of the media 
The UK Constitution 
The UK Parliament 
The prime minister and the executive 
The UK Supreme Court 

Year 2 Course outline

Theories of global politics 
Globalisation 
Global political, economic, human rights and
environmental governance 
International organisations including the United
Nations, NATO and the European Union 
The changing balance of global power 
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PSYCHOLOGY
A Level

Introduction to the course:

Psychologists ask a diverse range of questions such as:
What is personality? How does memory function? How
do we learn? How are attitudes formed? Does prison
really change criminal behaviour? What would happen if
you had two brains? Do the experiences you had before
the age of five really do shape the person you are
today? 

Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and how it
dictates and influences our behaviour, from
communication and memory to thought and emotion. It's
about understanding what makes people tick and how
this understanding can help us address many of the
problems and issues in society today. 

Psychology is a science dedicated to the study of
human behaviour - and the thoughts, feelings, and
motivations behind it. Throughout the A Level there will
be a focus on research methods on how to investigate
different topics of Psychology through observation,
measurement, and testing, in order to form conclusions
that are based on sound scientific methodology.

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 5, 5 in Higher Tier GCSE
Science Grade 5 in GCSE 
Maths and English Language

SUBJECT LEADER
Ms O'Connor

Assessment

At A-level there are three exams, each account for one
third of your A-level. The three exams last 2 hours and
are worth 96 marks each. The exams consist of multiple
choice, short answer and extended writing questions.

Career Progression 

If you enjoy Psychology, you might consider the following
careers: Marketing, Business development, Accountancy,
Human resources, Forensic psychology, Occupational
therapy, Clinical psychology, Nursing, Teaching, Law,
Sports and Exercise. 

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: AQA

Year 1 Course outline

You will learn about conformity, social norms, how the
mind remembers and forgets and how children form
attachments. You will develop your analytical thinking,
problem solving and critical reasoning skills. You will
learn how to plan and conduct scientific investigations
and how to analyse and interpret data. 

The topics studied in year 1 and at the start of year 2
are: 
Social influence, Memory, Attachment, Approaches in
psychology, Biopsychology, Psychopathology, Research
methods

Year 2 Course outline

In year 2 you will build on the topics studied in year 1 and
study the following additional topics: 

• Issues and debates in Psychology: learn about the
fascinating tendencies of human behaviour, with options
looking into gender differences and the criminal mind. 
• Relationships, Gender or Cognition and development
(Option 1) 
• Schizophrenia, Eating behaviour or Stress (Option 2) 
• Aggression, Forensic psychology or Addiction (Option 3)
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RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION

A Level

Introduction to the course:

This course offers students the opportunity to have a
thorough understanding of diverse philosophical, ethical
and theological viewpoints. Through studying this A level,
students will gain critical and evaluative skills sought by
higher education and employers. The course is thought
provoking and encourages classroom discussions on a
range of contemporary themes. Teaching of the A level is
divided into three elements: Philosophy, Ethics and
Theology. 

The aim of this course is to encourage students to:

• Develop their interest in a rigorous study of religion and
belief and relate it to the wider world 
• Develop knowledge and understanding appropriate to a
specialist study of religion. 
• Develop an understanding and appreciation of religious
thought and its contribution to individuals, communities
and societies. 
• Adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to
the study of religion. 
• Reflect on and develop their own values, opinions and
attitudes in the light of their study

Assessment

Students will study three components that are externally
assessed, these are: Philosophy of Religion, Religion and
Ethics and Theology. The exam for each component will
be two hours and represent 33.3% of the total marks for
 A Level. These exams will take the form of an externally
assessed written paper lasting two hours each and testing
both AO1 and AO2.

Career Progression 

Philosophy and Ethics compliments a variety of career
paths and empowers the student to think about the
world we live in. The course is particularly useful for
students who wish to pursue careers in law, education,
social work, politics, medicine, administration or the
media.

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: Edexcel

Year 1 Course outline

PHILOSOPHY: Arguments for the Existence of God,
Religious Experience, Problem of evil and suffering 
ETHICS: Environmental Ethics, Equality, Utilitarianism,
Situation Ethics, Natural Moral Law, War and Peace,
Sexual Ethics. 
THEOLOGY: New Testament, Social and Historical
Context of the New Testament,  John’s Prologue, I am
sayings, Miracles and signs, Interpreting the text,
Purpose and authorship of the Fourth Gospel

Year 2 Course outline

PHILOSOPHY: Religious Language, Works of scholars
(Russell vs. Copleston), Life after death, Religion and
Science 
ETHICS: Ethical Language, Deontology and Virtue Ethics,
Medical Ethics 
THEOLOGY: New Testament, Ways of interpreting
scripture, Kingdom of God, Conflict, death and
resurrection of Jesus, Scientific, historical and ethical
challenges

Philosophy/ Ethics and Theology

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 5 in GCSE
Religious Studies (if
taken)

SUBJECT LEADER
Mrs Blake
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SOCIOLOGY
A Level

Introduction to the course:

We live in a world where big changes happen on a daily
basis and by Studying Sociology, you will be able to
explore why some of these changes take place and what
the implications are for the rest of the world. A-level
Sociology will develop the skills you need to critically
analyse your assumptions about the world and question
everything. 

Sociology focuses your attention on analysing the social
organisation of society inviting you to delve into behaviour
patterns, interactions and relations between members of
society. Unearth how institutions like the church and
governments influence the development of social norms
and in turn individuals and see how social reform
happens.

Sociology helps us become objective and widens our
knowledge about the world enriching us as human beings.

Assessment

At A-level there are three exams, each account for one
third of your A-level grade. The three exams last 2 hours
each and are worth 80 marks each. The exams consist of a
mixture of short answer and extended writing questions.

Career Progression 

This leads to jobs in social services, education, criminal
justice, welfare services, government, counselling,
journalism charities and the voluntary sector. They
include journalist, charity fundraiser, community
development worker, counsellor, lecturer, housing officer,
teacher, probation officer, social researcher, social
worker and welfare rights adviser. 

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: AQA

Year 1 Course outline

Education and methods in context: You’ll consider the
role of education in society. For example, as part of your
studies you’ll look into gender and ethnicity differences in
school achievement. You’ll also learn how to apply your
own sociology research methods to the study of
education. 

Research methods: You’ll learn how to conduct your own
sociological research, from interviews to reviewing
documents and official statistics. 

You’ll also study one of the following optional topics:
Culture and Identity, Families and Households, Health,
Work, Poverty and Welfare

Year 2 Course outline

Crime and deviance with theory and methods: You’ll
learn about criminal and deviant behaviour, including
factors that might lead a person to follow this path in life
and how the media portrays them. 

Theory and methods: You’ll expand on your knowledge
of research methods and study theory and methods. 

You’ll also study one of the following optional topics:
Beliefs in Society, Global Development,  The Media, 
 Stratification and Differentiation

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 5 in GCSE
Sociology (if taken)

SUBJECT LEADER
Ms O'Connor
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SPANISH
A Level (in collaberation with St Anne's)

Introduction to the course:

Spanish at GCE level is a demanding and challenging
course. It is, therefore, highly respected by
universities and employers. 

During this course you will: 
• Read and listen to authentic foreign language
materials and will study aspects of the contemporary
society, cultural background and heritage of a
country where the language is spoken 
• Have opportunities to develop your understanding
and awareness of spiritual, moral, ethical,
environmental, health and European issues 
• Extend and develop your knowledge of the
grammar and vocabulary of the foreign language and
use this to speak, write, read and listen to the
language 
• Become an effective communicator in Spanish,
using the language to express facts and ideas speak
and write the language in a range of different
situations and for different purposes 
• Develop your capacity for critical and analytical
thinking through the study of language
• Equip yourself with transferable skills such as
autonomy, resourcefulness, creativity, critical
thinking and linguistic, cultural and cognitive flexibility
that will enable you to proceed to further study or
employment

Assessment

Paper 1 Listening, reading and writing - 2.5 hour
exam, 50% of A-level 
Paper 2 Written response to works and translation –
2 hour exam, 20% of A-level 
Paper 3 Speaking – 20-23 minute assessment, 30%
of A-level

Career Progression 

We live in an increasingly competitive, global
marketplace and there is an increasing need for
language skills. Consequently, language skills are in high
demand from employers and graduates who lack these
vital language skills risk losing out to their better-
qualified, culturally aware, multilingual peers. Languages
do not only lead to translation or teaching work; they are
a valuable asset in any profession and in any company
with links abroad.

ST IGNATIUS COLLEGE

Exam board: AQA

Year 1 Course outline

Students will study all sub-themes in relation to any
Spanish-speaking country or countries. 1. Artistic culture
in the Spanish world; Modern Day Idols; Spanish
Regional Identity; Cultural Heritage 
2. Aspects of Hispanic society; Modern and traditional
values; Cyberspace; Equal rights In addition to the
above, students will study one film from a pre-selected
list.

Year 2 Course outline

Students will study all sub-themes in relation to any
Spanish-speaking country or countries: 
3. Multiculturalism in Hispanic society; Immigration;
Racism; Integration 
4. Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world; Today’s
youth; tomorrow’s citizens; Monarchies and
dictatorships; Popular movements. In addition to the
above, students will study one film from a pre-selected
list

MINIMUM ENTRY
REQUIREMENT
Grade 6 in GCSE
Spanish

SUBJECT LEADER
Ms Morán-Sernández


