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15 June 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

You may be aware that from September 2020, there are some statutory changes taking effect with 
regards to the teaching of Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) in schools.  Relationships are 

fundamental to human flourishing and we have worked with the Diocese to prepare our programme 
and to ensure that it is reflects the teachings of the Catholic Church and our Ignatian tradition but 
also meets the new statutory Government requirements.  It is fundamental that the dignity of the 
human person is our starting point and that we deal sensitively with these issues.   

I am incredibly grateful to Mr Clarke, our Personal Development and Wellbeing Lead and to Mr 
Mullen, our Assistant Headteacher for Personal Development, Behaviour and Inclusion, who have 
been working hard to update our RSE policy and curriculum, developing our schemes of work to 
ensure that they develop our students’ understanding age appropriately and sensitively.  We have 
been making changes to our learning programmes so that they fulfil our statutory duty and support 
and prepare our students for life, whilst also framing these issues in Catholic teaching.  The draft 
policy has been accepted in principle by the Diocese and is the recommended policy of the Catholic 
Education Service.  As such, we are confident that our RSE policy and curriculum are appropriate 
for the students of our College based on their age, physical and emotional maturity, religious and 
cultural backgrounds, and special educational needs. 

As part of our review, we would like to invite parents and carers to take part in a consultation period 
between Wednesday 17 June and Wednesday 24 June 2020 to review our updated policy and 
curriculum and share your views and opinions.  We are sharing the draft policies and curricula for 
RSE via the school website, alongside a short survey to allow you to express your opinions and 
suggestions on the content. 

We always welcome parental/carer feedback during these consultation periods and any comments, 
views and opinions will be reflected upon to reach final decisions about the curriculum content.  We 

also understand that parents’ and carers’ opinions and views may differ and we ask that parents 
and carers engage in open, constructive and respectful dialogue with the College about these at all 
times.  

The College has a duty to ensure that we follow the statutory guidelines set out by the DFE and by 
the local Diocese in addition to parent and carer views when making decisions.  

Please see below an extract from the DfE documentation: 

‘The Department for Education is introducing compulsory Relationships Education for primary pupils 
and Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) for secondary pupils from September 2020. Also from 

September 2020, it will be compulsory for all schools to teach Health Education.  

There is no right to withdraw from Relationships Education at primary or secondary as we believe 
the contents of these subjects – such as family, friendship, safety (including online safety) – are 
important for all children to be taught.’ (Department for Education) 

 



This is an important consultation.  Please assist us in reviewing and approving these important 
changes to learning within the College.   

Yours sincerely 

 
Mary O’Keeffe  
Headteacher   


