
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  Art 
 
 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

Introduction to the course: 
The skills students develop will be varied. Among them, they will  
develop a working knowledge of materials, practices and technology  
within art, craft and design. Students will develop their imaginative  
and creative powers and skills in experimenting, analysing and  
documenting their ideas. They will also develop a specialist  
vocabulary and the knowledge and understanding of the place of art,  
craft and design in history and in contemporary society. 
Year 1 course outline:  
Component 1  
In year 12 Art and Design covers  

• the development of ideas,    
• experimentation with media,  
• developing and applying skills   
• researching, recording, analysing and reviewing ideas and the creation and presentation of 

personal outcome(s). 
 
Students will work on a Personal Study, developing ideas and skills through a range of media and 
techniques. 
 
Year 2 course outline: 
Component 1 
In year 13 students produce a more in-depth critical analysis in the form of their Personal Study 
presentation. This takes the form of a study in book/folder form, which includes both written and 
visual analysis. The written text must be between 1000 and 3000 words.  
 
Component 2 
Students will produce a Personal Study based on a theme set by the exam board. They will 
produce a book/folder of work based on the theme in preparation for their 15-hour period of 
sustained focus. 
 
Assessment: 
Work is assessed throughout by teachers and through peer and self-assessment. 
There are two elements for the final assessment,  

• Component 1, worth 60% of final mark is submitted in March of year 13,   
• Component 2, worth 40% of the final mark is submitted in May of year 13,  

 
Both are internally assessed and moderated by a visiting examiner from the board. 
 
Career progression: 
Careers in the Arts are innumerable but some suggestions would be; Artist, Art auctioneer, 
Illustrator, Furniture designer, Community arts worker, Architect, Web page designer, Games 
designer, Graphic designer, Costume designer, Gallery curator , Animator, Art therapist, etc. 
 
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
5 in GCSE Art (if taken) 
 
Complementary subjects:  
 

Currently studying  
Art & Design at  

Birmingham City University 
  
 



English Literature 
Philosophy 
History 
Media 
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Mrs Douglas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  Biology 
 
 

Exam Board: AQA 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
This course aims to encourage candidates to:  
Develop their interest in and enthusiasm for biology, including  
developing an interest in further study and careers in biology; 
 
• Appreciate how society makes decisions about specific  
           scientific issues 
 
• Develop and demonstrate a deeper appreciation of the skills,  

knowledge and understanding of how science works; 
 
• Develop essential knowledge and understanding of different 

areas of biology and how they relate to each other. 

As with the other sciences, biology helps you to build up research, problem solving, organisation 
and analytical skills.  If you study biology, you will likely find yourself working on group projects, 
which will help you build your teamwork and communication skills too. 

Year 1 course outline: 
Includes the study of cells, biologically important molecules, exchange of materials and transport, 
biodiversity and evolution.   
 
 
Year 2 course outline: 
Include all the elements of the A2 course as well as the study of internal communication systems, 
homeostasis, excretion, photosynthesis, respiration, variation, biotechnology, ecosystems and 
response to the environment. 
 
Assessment: 
 

• There will be 3 exams in year 13. Paper 1 will follow the work done in year 1 on units 1-4.  
Paper 2 will follow the work done in year two on units 5-8.  Paper 3 will be a synoptic paper 
based on all the biology learnt in the last 2 years culminating in a 25 mark essay that asks 
you to link all the key concepts.  

• The AS becomes a stand-alone qualification, which doesn’t contribute to the A-level. 
• There will be no internal assessment that leads to marks that contribute towards the AS or 

A-level grades. In other words, no coursework or controlled assessment. 
• Practical work will be assessed in the written papers. 15% of the total A-level marks will be 

for practical knowledge and understanding. 
• A separate ‘endorsement’ of practical work will be assessed by teachers.  This will not be 

graded. If students pass, it will be reported on their certificate, otherwise it will not be 
reported. 
 
 

Career progression: 
Biology is a key subject for lots of STEM careers, particularly in healthcare, medicine and jobs 
involving plants or animals. The list is pretty long and includes: nursing, dentistry, forensic science, 
psychology, physiotherapy, botany, environmental science, zoology, geology, oceanography, 
pharmaceuticals, energy, teaching, science writing, genetics and research. 
 

Currently studying  
Biological Sciences at  
Lancaster University 

  
 



Minimum entry requirement: 
 
6,6 in GCSE Science (6 in Biology if Triple Science taken).  
 
Complementary subjects:  
 
Chemistry  
Physics 
Psychology 
Sport Science 
 
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Mr Cassidy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  BTEC Level 3 
National Diploma 
in Business  

Exam Board: Edexcel 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
The Pearson BTEC National Diploma in Business is intended to be  
an Applied General qualification for post16 students wanting to  
continue their education through applied learning, and who aim to  
progress to higher education and ultimately to employment, probably  
in the business sector. The qualification is equivalent to 2 A levels,  
and it has been designed as a full two year programme, normally 
studied alongside a further level 3 qualification.  
 

Year 1 course outline: 
 
Unit 1: Exploring Business  
Unit 2: Developing a Marketing Campaign 
Unit 3: Personal and Business Finance 
Unit 17: Digital Marketing  
 
Year 2 course outline: 
 
Unit 4: Managing an Event 
Unit 5: International Business 
Unit 6: Principles of Management 
Unit 14: Investigating Customer Service 
 
Assessment: 
 
Unit 3 is a written exam which will be completed in January of Year One. All other units will be 
assessed through a portfolio work which is assessed either internally and externally verified, or 
assessed by Edexcel. Grades awarded at the end of the course are Pass, Merit, Distinction or 
Distinction*. 
 
Career progression: 
On successful completion of this course you will be ready to explore employment opportunities in 
the business management, marketing, legal or finance sectors or further enhance your skills and 
knowledge by progressing on to higher education to study at degree level.  
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
Minimum grade 4 in Maths, English Language + 3 other subjects 
 
Complementary subjects:  
 
Law, Sociology, Psychology 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Ms R McNicholl 
 
 
 
 
 

Currently studying  
Business & Finance at the 
University of Hertfordshire 



Subject:  BTEC Level 3 
Subsidiary Diploma 
in Public Services   
 

Exam Board:  
Edexcel 
 

Introduction to the course: 
The Pearson BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Public Services (360 GLH) is a vocational 
qualification, equivalent in size to an A level, which has been designed to occupy one third of the 
curriculum within a broader programme of study, which could include other vocational or academic 
qualifications. Its main purpose is to allow learners to develop the core specialist knowledge, 
understanding and skills, including Government policies, and leadership and teamwork, required 
by the sector. 
It consists of three mandatory units plus optional units that provide for a combined total of 
60 credits (where at least 45 credits must be at level 3 or above). 
 
Year 1  course outline: 
The three mandatory units are: 
Government, Policies and the Public Services 
This unit enables learners to develop knowledge and understanding of the UK government policies 
and the democratic election process. It also enables them to demonstrate the process of 
developing government policies and how these policies impact on the public services. 
Citizenship, Diversity and the Public Services 
The aim of this unit is to provide learners with knowledge, skills, attitudes and values to become 
thoughtful and informed citizens and public service employees. The unit is designed to develop an 
awareness of rights and responsibilities and respect for different religious, ethnic and national 
groups within UK society. 
 
Physical Preparation, Health and Lifestyle for the Public Services  
 
Year 2 course outline: 
 
Leadership and Teamwork in the Public Services  
The aim of this unit is to enable learners to develop a knowledge of leadership style and an 
understanding of teams and teamwork activities within the public services. Learners will also gain 
the skills needed to communicate with, and lead, teams. 
 
Crime and its effects on Society 
 
Assessment: 
 
All coursework: 
New course starting next year: Protective services will include an exam 
 
Career progression: 
 
Vocational Pathway into Public services 
 
University 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  Chemistry Exam Board: AQA  
 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
Chemistry is a fascinating subject that encourages both imagination  
and problem solving. Anyone considering a scientific career, should  
study Chemistry – it is a central scientific discipline that will equip you  
with knowledge and skills that are applicable to a wide range of  
careers and professions. Knowledge of Chemistry will give you a  
greater understanding of the world we live in! 

Year 1 course outline: 
Physical Chemistry: Atomic structure, Amount of substance, Bonding, Energetics, Kinetics, 
Equilibria, Redox  
Inorganic Chemistry: Periodicity, Group 2 chemistry, Group 7 elements 
Organic Chemistry: Introduction to Organic chemistry, Alkanes, Halogenoalkanes, Alkenes, 
Alcohols, Organic Analysis 
Required Practical 1-6 
Year 2 course outline: 
Physical Chemistry: Thermodynamics, Rate equations, Equilibrium constant Kc for homogeneous 
systems, Electrode potentials and electrochemical cells, Acids and bases 
Inorganic Chemistry: Properties of Period 3 elements and their oxides, Transition metals, 
Reactions of ions in aqueous solution 
Organic Chemistry: Optical isomerism, Aldehydes and ketones, Carboxylic acids and derivatives, 
Aromatic chemistry, Amines, Polymers, Amino acids, proteins and DNA, Organic synthesis. Nuclear 
magnetic resonance spectroscopy, Chromatography 
Required Practical 7-12 

Assessment: 
 
Paper 1 - 2 hour written exam 
(35%) 

 
Paper 2 - 2 hour written exam 
(35%) 

 
Paper 3 - 2 hour written exam 
(30%) 

105 marks of short and long 
answer questions 

105 marks of short and long 
answer questions 

90 marks of short and long 
answer questions and multiple 
choice questions 

 

Career progression: 
 
If you enjoy Chemistry, you might consider the following careers and jobs:  
Veterinary surgeon, agricultural research scientist, ecologist, engineering (chemical, biochemical, 
fuel & energy, industrial), chiropodist, medicine, dentistry, optometry, material scientists, analytical 
chemist, forensic scientist, technologist (paper, glass, polymer, packaging), brewer.  
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
7,7 in GCSE Science (7 in Chemistry if Triple Science taken), 6 in Mathematics 
Complementary subjects:  
Biology 
Maths 
Physics 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Ms Kohls 

Currently studying  
Biochemistry at the 
University of York 



Subject:  Computer 
Science 
 

Exam Board: AQA  
 

Introduction to the course:  
 
0This course places emphasis on abstract thinking, general problem  
solving, algorithmic and mathematical reasoning and it is a good  
foundation for understanding future challenges in this fast moving  
technological world.  The course gives you a strong understanding  
of how computers work and how to write your own programs. 
 
Year 1  course outline: 

 
1. Fundamentals of programming 
2. Fundamentals of data structures 
3. Systematic approach to problem solving 
4. Theory of computation 
5. Fundamentals of data representation 
6. Fundamentals of computer systems 
7. Fundamentals of computer organisation and architecture 
8. Consequences of uses of computing 
9. Fundamentals of communication and networking 

 
Year 2 course outline: 

 
10. Fundamentals of programming 
11. Fundamentals of data structures 
12. Fundamentals of algorithms 
13. Theory of computation 
14. Fundamentals of data representation 
15. Fundamentals of computer systems 
16. Fundamentals of computer organisation and architecture 
17. Consequences of uses of computing 
18. Fundamentals of communication and networking 
19. Fundamentals of databases 
20. Big Data 
21. Fundamentals of functional programming 
22. Systematic approach to problem solving 
23. Non-exam assessment – the computing practical project 

 
Assessment: 
There are two exam papers; paper one (on-screen) and paper two (written).  There is also a non-
exam assessment: 

Paper 1 

What is assessed: this paper tests a student's ability to program, as well as their theoretical 
knowledge of Computer Science from subject content 10-13 above and the skills required from 
section 22 above. 

 
Assessed 

• On-screen exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 

Currently studying Computer 
Science at the University of 

Leicester 
 



• 40% of A-level 

Questions 
Students answer a series of short questions and write/adapt/extend programs in an Electronic 
Answer Document provided by us. We will issue Preliminary Material, a Skeleton Program 
(available in each of the Programming Languages) and, where appropriate, test data, for use in 
the exam. 

Paper 2 
What is assessed: this paper tests a student's ability to answer questions from subject content 14-
21 above. 

• Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 
• 40% of A-level 

Questions 
Compulsory short-answer and extended-answer questions. 

What is assessed: the non-exam assessment assesses student's ability to use the knowledge and 
skills gained through the course to solve or investigate a practical problem. Students will be 
expected to follow a systematic approach to problem solving, as shown in section 22 above. 

Non-Exam assessment  
This assesses student’s ability to use the knowledge and skills gained through the course to     
solve or investigate a practical problem.  Students will be expected to follow a systematic 
approach to problem solving, as shown in section 22 above. 

Assessed  

75 marks 

20% of A-level 
Career progression: 
 
A-level Computer Science will allow you to study a range of computing qualifications at university. 
There are computing apprenticeships that you could take up with A-level computer science. 
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
6 in GCSE (if taken), 6 in GCSE Mathematics 
 
Complementary subjects:  
University options: 
A-level Computer Science will allow you to study a range of computing qualifications at university. 
Some computer science courses will require maths – and for a handful of courses, further maths 
and physics is also preferred, but many others will accept you with just GCSE-level maths. 
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Mrs C Goodwin 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  Economics  
 
 

Exam Board: Edexcel 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
The course examines economic theory, including the setting of prices,  
the behaviour of firms, wages, international trade and development  
and the management of the economy by government. Students are  
also expected to apply theory to given situations, for instance in the  
case of problems such as pollution, traffic congestion, unemployment  
and inflation, Britain’s role in Europe and in the rest of the world, and  
so on. 
 

Year 1 course outline: 
 
Theme 1 
This theme focuses on microeconomic concepts. Students will develop an understanding of: 

• the nature of economics 
• how markets work 
• market failure 
• government intervention. 

Theme 2 
This theme focuses on macroeconomic concepts. Students will develop an understanding of: 

• measures of economic performance 
• aggregate demand 
• aggregate supply 
• national income 
• economic growth 
• macroeconomic objectives and policy. 

Year 2 course outline: 
 
Theme 3: Business: A global perspective 
This theme develops the microeconomic concepts introduced in Theme 1 and focuses on 
business economics. Students will develop an understanding of: 

• business growth 
• business objectives 
• revenues, costs and profits 
• market structures 
• labour market 
• government intervention. 

 
Theme 4 
This theme develops the macroeconomic concepts introduced in Theme 2 and applies these 
concepts in a global context. Students will develop an understanding of: 

• international economics 
• poverty and inequality 

Currently studying  
Financial Economics at  
The University of Kent 



• emerging and developing economies 
• the financial sector 
• the role of the state in the macro economy. 

Assessment: 
 
There will be three external examinations:  

• Paper One includes themes one and three 
• Paper Two includes themes three and four 
• Paper Three is the synoptic paper which includes all themes 

 
The examinations will consist of essays, data-response and multiple choice questions. Candidates 
will therefore need to master a number of different skills in order to be successful. It is essential 
that students take an active interest in the subject and follow developments on TV, the internet, as 
well as newspapers and journals. A willingness to read around the subject is also expected. 
 
Career progression: 
 
Many students progress to study a degree in Economics or Business and Finance. Typical careers 
include investment banking, accountancy, stock market trader, data analyst, or a management 
role. 
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
6 in GCSE Mathematics, 6 in Economics (if taken) 
 
Complementary subjects:  
 
Mathematics 
Physics 
Geography  
Law.  
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Ms McNicholl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  English Exam Board: AQA 
 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
The course will cover the full range of English literature from Chaucer  
(l4th Century) to the present day. All students will study a range of  
texts, which will include at least one play by Shakespeare, drama,  
poetry and prose, including at least one major novel. In addition to set 
texts, candidates will be expected to read widely and to discuss their  
reading both orally and in writing. 
 

Year 1 course outline: 
Unit 2:  Texts In Shared Contexts, will focus on the literature of WW1 and its aftermath and will 
require the study of three set texts (one drama, one poetry and one prose, one of which must have 
been written post-2000). Both units one and two will also require extensive wider reading beyond 
the set texts. 
Year 2 course outline: 
Unit 1, Love Through The Ages, requires the study of three set texts (one drama, one poetry and 
one prose, one of which must have been written pre-1900) and one Shakespeare play.  
 
Unit 3 is the Independent Critical Study where students conduct a comparative critical study of two 
texts, one of which must have been written pre-1900. 
Assessment: 
The specification requires students to cover three core units, which will culminate in two terminal 
exams worth 40% each and a 2,500 word extended essay worth 20%.  
Career progression: 
Beyond A-Level English 
The study of English Literature will be among the most rewarding pursuits which students 
experience. In addition to the personal satisfaction to be gained, students go on to a wide range of 
higher degrees and careers, both in Humanities and Sciences, including Medicine, Law and 
Industry. Indeed, many students find that the skills and talents acquired prove beneficial in all sorts 
of ways.  
 
Perhaps most valuable is the pleasure to be gained through deeper appreciation of reading, and 
which does not end with formal study. 
 
It should be noted that English Literature A level is a rigorous academic pursuit and requires a 
high standard of commitment.  
 
It is not a subject for the faint-hearted! 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
5 in GCSE English Language and 6 in English Literature  
 
Complementary subjects:  
History 
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
Ms Mangera (Head of Department) 
Mr Ingles (KS5 Coordinator) 
 

Currently studying  
Literature & Creative 

Writing at  
The University of Essex 



 
Subject:  French Exam Board: Edexcel 

 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
French at GCE level is a demanding and challenging course. It is, therefore, highly respected by 
universities and employers.  
 
During this course you will: 
 

• read and listen to authentic foreign language materials and will study aspects of the 
contemporary society, cultural background and heritage of a country where the language is 
spoken 

• have opportunities to develop your understanding and awareness of spiritual, moral, ethical, 
environmental, health and European issues 

• extend and develop your knowledge of the grammar and vocabulary of the foreign 
language and use this to speak, write, read and listen to the language 

• become an effective communicator in French, using the language to express facts and 
ideas speak and write the language in a range of different situations and for different 
purposes 

• develop your capacity for critical and analytical thinking through the study of language  
• equip yourself with transferable skills such as autonomy, resourcefulness, creativity, critical 

thinking and linguistic, cultural and cognitive flexibility that will enable you to proceed to 
further study or employment 

 
Year 1 course outline: 
 

1. The Evolving French Contemporary Society 
- Changes in family structures 
- Education 
- The world of work 

 
2. Politics and the Arts in French Speaking Countries 

- Music 
- The media 
- Celebrations and traditions 

 
Year 2 course outline: 
 

3. Immigration and the French Multicultural Society  
- Positive aspects of immigration 
- Challenges of immigration and integration 
- The extreme right 

 
4. French Occupation and Resistance 

- Occupied France 
- The Vichy government 
- The resistance 

 
 
Assessment: 
 

Paper 1: Listening, reading, translation  
- 2-hour exam, 40% of A-level 
 



Paper 2: Written response to works and translation  
- 2 hour 40 minute exam, 30% of A-level 
 
Paper 3: Speaking 
- 16-18 minute assessment, 30% of A-level 

 
Career progression: 
 
We live in an increasingly competitive, global marketplace and there is an increasing need for 
language skills. Consequently, language skills are in high demand from employers and graduates 
who lack these vital language skills risk losing out to their better-qualified, culturally aware, 
multilingual peers. 
 
Languages do not only lead to translation or teaching work; they are a valuable asset in any 
profession and in any company with links abroad. 
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
6 in GCSE French  
 
Complementary subjects:  
 
English 
History 
Politics 
Geography 
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Miss Kosovsky 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  Further 
Mathematics 
 

Exam Board: Edexcel 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
A-level Further Mathematics is designed to broaden and deepen the  
mathematical knowledge and skills developed when studying A-level  
Mathematics. It is studied alongside A-level Mathematics and provides 
a stimulating experience for those who enjoy the subject. 
  
Further Mathematics is a rewarding and highly regarded subject but 
it is also extremely demanding. You will need to have a very solid 
understanding of the concepts covered at GCSE. You need to be 
passionate about the subject and show organisation, perseverance 
and effort.   
  
A-level Further Mathematics has a simple 50:50 split between compulsory and optional elements. 
We will decide upon the optional modules to best suit the needs of the students. 
  
The Further Pure units build upon the techniques in Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry and 
Calculus developed from the A-level Mathematics units. In addition to this the Further Pure 
modules will be introducing topics such as complex numbers, matrices, proof, hyperbolic 
functions, polar coordinates and differential equations. 
 
Year 1  course outline: 
 
In the first year of the course we teach Paper 1: Further Pure Mathematics 1, and Paper 3: Further 
Mathematics Option 1. 
 
Year 2 course outline: 
 
In the second year of the course we teach Paper 2: Further Pure Mathematics 2 and Paper 4: 
Further Mathematics Option 2. 
 
Assessment: 
 
The Edexcel Further Mathematics A-level has four examinations. Each will take 1 hour 30 
minutes. All examinations are equally weighted and worth 75 marks. 
  
Paper 1: Further Pure Mathematics 1 
  
Paper 2: Further Pure Mathematics 2 
  
Paper 3: Further Mathematics Option 1; Students take one of the following four options: 
 • Further Pure • Further Statistics • Further Mechanics • Decision Maths 
  
Paper 4: Further Mathematics Option 2; Students take one of the following four options: 
• Further Pure • Further Statistics • Further Mechanics • Decision Maths 
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
8 in GCSE Maths, must take A Level Mathematics 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Mr Ryan 

Currently studying  
Maths & Economics at  

the University of Newcastle 



Subject:  Geography Exam Board: AQA 
 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
The Geography A level course will excite students’ minds, challenge  
perceptions and stimulate their investigative and analytical skills. 
 
Year 1  course outline: 
 
Glacial systems and landscapes 
Hazards 
Changing places 

Year 2 course outline: 
 
Water and carbon cycles 
Global systems and global governance 
Geography fieldwork investigation 
 
Assessment: 
 
Physical written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes • 120 marks • 40% of A-level 
Human written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes • 120 marks • 40% of A-level 
 
Geography fieldwork investigation 
3,000 – 4,000 words • 60 marks • 20% of A-level • marked by teachers • moderated by AQA 
 
Career progression: 
 
Geography graduates are among the most employable. They possess the skills that employers 
look for. In part this is because Geography brings together all other subjects. To study Geography 
will give you an oversight that no other subject can give. It therefore combines well with any A 
Level subject. 
 
Career opportunities include: Eco-Tourism Advisor, Media Researcher, Hydrologist, Coastal 
Manager, Geologist, Civil Engineer, Soil Conservationist, Weather Presenter, Disaster Manager, 
Flood Prevention Officer, Risk Assessor, Water Supply Coordinator, GIS Specialist, Cartographer, 
Utilities Manager, Remote Sensing Analyst, Economic Developer, Location Analyst, Regional 
Developer, Transport Manager, Aid Worker or Diplomat 
 
Further Education 
 
- MSc (e.g. environmental assessment, land management, pollution and environmental control, 
information systems engineering, rural resource management). 
- MA (e.g. cultural geography, society space, international business, town planning). 
- PhD (e.g. glaciology, geography of finance, quaternary environmental change, geography of 
health care). 
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
5 in GCSE Geography (if taken) 
 
Complementary subjects:  
 

Currently studying  
Geography at the 

 University of Hertfordshire 



Biology 
Business Studies 
Chemistry 
Economics 
History 
Maths 
Sociology 
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Mr Jones 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  German Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
German at GCE level is a demanding and challenging course. It is, therefore, highly respected by 
universities and employers.  
 
During this course you will: 
 

• read and listen to authentic foreign language materials and will study aspects of the 
contemporary society, cultural background and heritage of a country where the language is 
spoken 

• have opportunities to develop your understanding and awareness of spiritual, moral, ethical, 
environmental, health and European issues 

• extend and develop your knowledge of the grammar and vocabulary of the foreign 
language and use this to speak, write, read and listen to the language 

• become an effective communicator in German, using the language to express facts and 
ideas speak and write the language in a range of different situations and for different 
purposes 

• develop your capacity for critical and analytical thinking through the study of language 
• equip yourself with transferable skills such as autonomy, resourcefulness, creativity, critical 

thinking and linguistic, cultural and cognitive flexibility that will enable you to proceed to 
further study or employment 

 
Year 1 course outline: 

 
1) Evolving society in Germany 

o Nature and environment 
o Education 
o The world of work 

 
2) Political and artistic culture in German-speaking countries 

o Music 
o The media 
o Celebrations and traditions 

 
Year 2 course outline: 

 
3) Immigration and German multicultural society 

o Positive aspects of immigration 
o Challenges of immigration and integration 
o Political and social response to immigration 

 
4) German reunification 

o Society in the GDR before reunification 
o Events before reunification 
o Germany since reunification 

 
 
Assessment: 
 

Paper 1: Listening, reading, translation  
- 2-hour exam, 40% of A-level 
 
Paper 2: Written response to works and translation  



- 2 hour 40 minute exam, 30% of A-level 
 
Paper 3: Speaking 
- 16-18 minute assessment, 30% of A-level 

 
Career progression: 
 
We live in an increasingly competitive, global marketplace and there is an increasing need for 
language skills. Consequently, language skills are in high demand from employers and graduates 
who lack these vital language skills risk losing out to their better-qualified, culturally aware, 
multilingual peers. 
 
Languages do not only lead to translation or teaching work; they are a valuable asset in any 
profession and in any company with links abroad. 
 
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
6 in GCSE German 
 
Complementary subjects:  
 
English 
History 
Politics 
Geography 
Maths 
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Ms Meyer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  History  
 
 

Exam Board: Edexcel 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
The skills required for GCSE history are taken to a higher and more  
sophisticated level. For success at A Level, a student is expected to  
develop a deep knowledge and understanding of the course content  
which in turn, leads to confident judgements about the items studied.  
You will be expected to construct clear, logical and persuasive  
arguments that are fully supported with appropriate facts. History  
teaches us to ask two very important questions: why and how. This  
is key to sharpening your critical thinking abilities, which combine 
the following skills: Analysis, Research, Essay writing, 
Communication, Problem solving, Argumentation. 

Year 1  course outline: 
 
Paper 1:In search of the American Dream, USA c1917-96’. This has 5 sections. The changing 
political environment 1917-1980; the quest for civil rights; society and culture in change; the quality 
of life; and an interpretation section on the Reagan Presidency 1981-89. 
 
Paper2: In depth study of South Africa from 1948-94 during its transition from white minority rule to 
the free elections of 1994, understanding the process in which it changed from an apartheid state 
into a multi-racial democracy a ‘rainbow nation’. 
 
Year 2 course outline: 
 
Paper3:The British experience of warfare 1790 -1918. There are breadth and depth topics which 
explore the British experience of war in different aspects of major overseas conflicts and the 
changing relationship between the state and the people as the government attempts to create an 
effective fighting machine and prepare the people for war. This involves examining changes in 
organization and weapons, as well as the roles of Wellington and Nelson. It covers the Crimean 
War, 1854-56, The Second Boer War, 1899-1902, Trench warfare on the Western Front, 1914-18 
and the war in the air, 1914-18. 
 
The coursework is an independently researched essay on a topic of choice, which challenges an 
interpretation. Length 3-4000 words. 
 
Assessment: 
 
Paper 1 America Examination - 30% 
Paper 2 South Africa Examination - 20% 
Paper 3 Warfare Examination - 30% 
Coursework submitted in Year 13 - 20% 
 
Career progression: 
 
Law, Politics, Public sector, Business, Marketing, Journalism, Economics, Teaching, Academia 
Insurance, Social research, Media, Banking & Finance 
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
5 in GCSE History (if taken) 
 

Currently  
studying History at  

University College London 
  
 



Complementary subjects:  
 
Law 
Politics 
Economics 
Mathematics 
English Literature 
Philosophy 
Sociology 
Media 
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Mrs Wharton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  Law  Exam Board: AQA 
 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
Studying Law gives students an understanding of the role of Law in  
today's society and raises their awareness of the rights and  
responsibilities of individuals.  
By learning about legal rules and how and why they apply to real life,  
students also develop their analytical ability, decision making, critical  
thinking and problem-solving skills. All these skills are highly sought  
after by higher education and employers.  
 
The course encourages students to: 
• develop their knowledge and understanding of the English legal 

system and areas of both private and public law within the law of 
England and Wales 

• develop an understanding of legal method and reasoning as used by lawyers and the judiciary 
• develop and apply the techniques of legal method and reasoning to analyse and offer answers 

to problems, based on legal principles, legislation and case law 
• develop the ability to construct conclusions and communicate legal arguments by reference to 

appropriate legal authorities 
• develop the ability to communicate persuasive legal arguments by reference to appropriate 

legal authorities  
• be able to demonstrate critical awareness of the influence and operation of the law in society. 
 
Year 1  course outline: 
 
Students study:  
English Legal system  
Nature of Law  
Criminal Law 
Tort Law  
 
Year 2 course outline: 
 
Students study:  
English Legal System 
Nature of Law 
Contract Law 
 
Assessment: 
 
Paper 1: The nature of law and the English legal system (25 marks out of 100) 
Criminal law (75 marks out of 100)  
 
Paper 2: The nature of law and the English legal system (25 marks out of 100) 
Tort law (75 marks out of 100)  
 
 
Paper 3: The nature of law and the English legal system (25 marks out of 100) 
Law of Contract (75 marks out of 100)  
 
Career progression: 
 

Currently  
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Solicitor, Barrister, Police Officer, Licenced Conveyancer,  Prison Officer,  
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
Minimum grade 4 in Maths, English Language + 4 other subjects 
 
Complementary subjects:  
 
History 
English 
Government and Politics 
Sociology  
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Miss Ali  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  Mathematics 
 
 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

Introduction to the course: 
 
There are many reasons why people choose to study A-level  
Mathematics. The subject allows you to think logically and  
analytically as well as develop your problem solving skills.  Through  
solving problems you develop resilience and are able to think  
creatively and strategically. The writing of structured solutions, proofs  
and justification of results help you to formulate reasoned arguments.  
Add in the improvements to your basic numeracy skills and that bit 
of  
creativity needed to solve mathematical problems and you've got  
yourself a set of skills which would make you more desirable for  
almost any job. Studies have also shown that people with Maths A-
level also tend to earn more on average than people without it, 
however, this in itself is not a good enough reason to study maths. 
  
A-level Mathematics might be a requirement for what you want to study at university (physics, 
engineering, psychology, economics, computing, and business studies courses prefer students to 
have A Level Mathematics if possible). A good grade in Mathematics can boost an application for 
almost every course. 
  
You might also really like Mathematics - this is as good a reason as any to continue studying it. If 
you study something you enjoy you are likely to do better at it. With Mathematics there is the 
excitement of new discoveries you will make. You will see more of the beauty of it and realise just 
how much everything around in the universe is connected to mathematics. 
  
The bottom line is, Mathematics is an amazing subject to have at A Level but at the same time it is 
a very demanding subject. Provided you have a solid understanding of the core GCSE concepts 
before you start, alongside some perseverance and effort, you should be able to do well. 
  
A-level Mathematics is examined and taught as two areas within Mathematics: Pure and Applied. 
Pure deals with a lot of theoretical parts of Mathematics, over and above those dealt with at 
GCSE. Applied Mathematics deals with Mechanics and Statistics. All elements of the course are 
taught over the two years. 
 
Assessment: 
 
The Edexcel Mathematics A-level has three 2-hour examinations. All examinations are equally 
weighted and worth 100 marks. 
  
Paper 1: Pure Mathematics 1 
Year 12 content assessed at A-level standard 
  
Paper 2: Pure Mathematics 2 
Remaining pure content which builds on and incorporates year 12 content. 
  
Paper 3: Paper 3: Statistics and Mechanics 
Section A: Statistics (50 marks) Section B: Mechanics (50 marks) 
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
Grade 7 at GCSE Mathematics 

Currently  
studying Mathematics with 

Finance at the 
University of Leeds 

  
 



 
Complementary subjects:  
 
All subjects work well with mathematics, and A Level Mathematics can make any application stand 
out. 
Students frequently combine maths with Economics, Computer Science, Physics, Business 
Studies, Chemistry and Biology. 
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Mr Ryan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  
 

Media Studies  Exam Board: 
 

AQA 
 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
Through studying Media Studies students will view, evaluate and  
analyse a variety of media products, and develop practical skills  
spanning a range of media forms. You will find contemporary,  
diverse topics and varied and engaging content, helping students to  
develop research, problem-solving skills as well as creativity.  
Students will also refine their debating skills through the discussion  
of contemporary issues from a range of perspectives. 
 

Year 1  course outline: 
 
This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams and submit all their 
non-exam assessment at the end of the course. 
 
Subject content 
Media language 
Media representation 
Media industries 
Media audiences 
 
Section A will focus on Media Language and Media Representations. Questions in this section will 
test the following forms: 

• Advertising and marketing 
• Music video. 

 
Year 2 course outline: 
 
Subject content areas 
Close study products (CSPs) 
Contexts of the media 
Extended response and synopticity 
Media language 
Media representation 
Media industries 
Media audiences 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) 
 
Section B will focus on Media Industries and Media Audiences. Questions in this section can test 
any two of the following forms: 

• Radio 
• Newspapers 
• Film (industries only). 

 
Assessment: 

Media one 
Written exam: 2 hours 
84 marks 
35% of A-level 

Currently  
studying Media & Society at  
the University of Leicester 

  
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/as-and-a-level/media-studies-7571/subject-content/media-language
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/as-and-a-level/media-studies-7571/subject-content/media-representation
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/as-and-a-level/media-studies-7571/subject-content/media-industries
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/as-and-a-level/media-studies-7571/subject-content/media-audiences
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/as-and-a-level/media-studies-7572/subject-content/close-study-products-csps
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/as-and-a-level/media-studies-7572/subject-content/contexts-of-the-media
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/as-and-a-level/media-studies-7572/subject-content/extended-response-and-synopticity
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/as-and-a-level/media-studies-7572/subject-content/media-language
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/as-and-a-level/media-studies-7572/subject-content/media-representation
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/as-and-a-level/media-studies-7572/subject-content/media-industries
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/as-and-a-level/media-studies-7572/subject-content/media-audiences
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/media-studies/as-and-a-level/media-studies-7572/subject-content/non-exam-assessment-nea


Questions 
A range of questions relating to an unseen source and Close Study Products. 
Two essay questions (20 marks), one of which is an extended response question. 

Media two 
Written exam: 2 hours 
84 marks 
35% of A-level 
 
Questions 
One medium length unseen analysis question. 
Three essay questions (25 marks), one of which is an extended response question and one of 
which is a synoptic question. 
 
Non-exam assessment: Creating a cross-media production 
 
A choice of one of six annually changing briefs, set by AQA. 
60 marks 
30% of A-level 
Assessed by teachers 
Moderated by AQA 
 
Students produce: 

• a statement of intent 
• a cross-media production made for an intended audience 

 

Career progression: 
 
In addition to providing interesting and valid access to degree courses at university , a qualification 
in Media Studies also offers opportunities to students who are planning a future in broadcasting, 
publishing and the communication industry. 
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
Minimum grade 4 in Maths, English Language + 4 other subjects 
 
Complementary subjects:  
 
Art 
Computer Studies 
English 
Sociology 
Psychology 
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Ms Bolwell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  A Level Music Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
The purpose of A-Level Music is to help you develop your understanding and skills as a musician. 
They draw together a wide variety of practical and academic aptitudes in order to extend and 
enhance your experience and appreciation of music.  
 
The course embraces the three main disciplines of music: listening, composing and performing, 
placing these in the context of detailed study of selected musical works.  
 
We work with students to develop performance practice and repertoire, providing a variety of 
opportunities for performing to an audience so that students can develop their confidence.  
 
The listening element of the course extends the listening skills developed by students at GCSE as 
well as widening students' knowledge of music history. Students also develop their knowledge of 
music history by studying a series of Set Works drawn from a variety of genres and musical eras.  
 
Music is a well-respected course with universities due to the diverse skills, strong academic 
element and the organisational skills required.  
 
Who is the course for?  

• Students who are already competent performers and want to develop their understanding of 
music and musical skills further.  

• Students who are considering studying music further (whether at music college or 
university), and are possibly considering a career in music.  

• Students who have an interest in and aptitude for the subject but who are not planning to 
study music beyond A-level and will use the grade as UCAS entry points for other courses.  

 
Year 1 course outline: 
 

• Performing 
• Free composition 
• Instrumental Music, Music for Film, Popular Music & Jazz Set Works 
• Wider Listening 

 
Year 2 course outline: 
 

• Performing  
• Composition to a set brief 
• Fusions & New Directions Set Works 
• Wider Listening 
• Revision of all areas of study 

 
Assessment: 
 
Unit 1: Performing – 30% of A-Level (Coursework) 
Unit 2: Composing – 30% of A-Level (Coursework) 
Unit 3: Listening and Appraising – 40% of A-Level (Examination) 
 
Career progression: 
 
Students studying this course will develop practical musical skills in performance and composition 



as well as a broad and detailed appreciation of music history and different genres. It will give 
students the knowledge and understanding to pursue further study in Music, potentially aiming for 
a career as a performer, composer, music therapist, sound technician, teacher or to work in 
broadcasting/film/video game writing. 
 
Other careers where the qualification would be useful are arts administration, broadcasting 
engineer, events manager, community arts worker, PPC specialist, producer, musical theatre 
performer and theatre stage manager. 
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
A Grade 5 or higher for GCSE Music, or a Merit or higher for BTEC Level 2 Music. 
 
Complementary subjects:  
 
English 
Media 
Mathematics 
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Mr Duguid 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  Physical 
Education 
 

Exam Board: AQA 
 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
The PE Department are delighted to offer Physical Education A  
Level.  This exciting A-Level encompasses many disciplines and  
will improve your analytical, social, leadership and communication  
skills. It looks at how we improve performance at both participation  
and elite level, theories which you can put into practice on yourself  
or with you peers. It opens up a huge variety of future study and  
employment opportunities. 
 
 
 

Year 1 course outline: 
 
In Year 1 you will study a range of topics in the following areas; Applied Anatomy and Physiology, 
Skill Acquisition, Sport in Society, Exercise Physiology, Biomechanics, Sport Psychology and the 
Role of Technology in sport. The overriding aim of all these areas is to investigate their impact on 
every day sport and mass participation. 
 
Year 2 course outline: 
 
In Year 2 the topics are; Energy systems, Information Processing, Injury and Rehabilitation, 
Motion and Fluid Mechanics, Leadership and Motivation, Deviance in Sport and the Law. The 
topics become more scientific with analysis of the impact on the elite performer.  
 
Assessment: 
 
Paper 1 Factors affecting Participation in Sport  (2 hour written paper)  35% 

Section A: Applied anatomy and physiology 
Section B: Skill acquisition 
Section C: Sport and society                                                                          

Paper 2 Factors affecting Optimal performance in Sport (2 hour written paper) 35% 
Section A: Exercise physiology and biomechanics 
Section B: Sport psychology 
Section C: Sport and society and technology in sport 

Paper 3 Practical in one activity and Analysis of that Activity (Non Examined) 30% 
 
Career progression: 
 
An A-Level in Physical Education opens doors to a wide variety of futures, below is a small sample 
of some of the possibilities which are directly related to sport but the skills you learn throughout the 
course are applicable across a huge range of further education and employment opportunities. 
Sports science Degree 
PE teacher, Physiotherapist, Sports coach/consultant, Sports policy at local and national level, 
Diet and fitness instructor, Personal trainer, Nutritionist 
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 

Currently  
studying Sports Therapy at  
Birmingham City University 

  
 



5 in GCSE PE (if taken) 
Competency in at least one activity preferably at school level or higher 
 
Complementary subjects:  
 
Biology 
Physics  
History  
Psychology 
Sociology 
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Mr Roche 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  Physics 
 
 

Exam Board: AQA 

Introduction to the course: 
 
Physics attempts to understand the nature of energy and matter – in  
other words it covers almost everything.  From the unimaginably  
small components of matter to the fundamental forces which act  
through the vastness of the universe.  If you are inquisitive,  
observant, love solving problems and always wanting to know why  
things happen and how things work, then physics is for you! Physics  
investigates the Whys and Hows of all aspects of the physical 
world. 
 

Year 1 course outline: 
 
Measurements and their errors (Use of SI units and their prefixes, Limitation of physical 
measurements), Particles and radiation (Particles, antiparticles and photons, Particle interactions 
and application of conservation laws, The photoelectric effect, Energy levels and photon emissions 
and Wave-particle duality), Waves (Progressive waves, Superposition and stationary waves and 
Wave behaviours (e.g. Interference, Diffraction, Refraction)), Mechanics and materials (Motion 
along a straight line, Projectile motion, Properties of solids and The Young modulus) and Electricity 
(Resistivity, Potential divider and Electromotive force and internal resistance) 
 
Year 2 course outline: 
 
Further mechanics (Circular motion, Simple harmonic motion and Periodic motion), Fields and 
their consequences (Gravitational fields, Electric fields, Magnetic fields and Capacitance), Nuclear 
physics (Radioactivity, Nuclear radius and Mass and energy), Thermal physics (Gas laws and 
Ideal gas equation) and Medical physics (Eye, Ear and Ionising and non-ionising imaging) 
 
Assessment: 
 
Paper 1 (34% of A-Level) a 2 hour paper consisting of 85 marks. 60 marks of structured questions 
and 25 multiple choice. Covering measurements and errors, particles and radiation, waves, 
mechanics and materials, electricity and further mechanics 
Paper 2 (34% of A-Level ) a 2 hour paper consisting of 85 marks. 60 marks of structured 
questions and 25 multiple choice. Covering measurements and errors, thermal physics, fields and 
their consequences and nuclear physics. 
Paper 3 (32% of A-Level ) a 2 hour paper consisting of 80 marks split into 2 sections. Section A: 
45 marks covering all content and practical skills and data analysis.  Section B: 35 marks covering 
medical physics. 
40% of the overall assessment of A-Level Physics will contain mathematical skills equivalent to 
higher GCSE standard. 
15% of the overall assessment of A-Level Physics will assess knowledge, skills and understanding 
in relation to practical work, completing the required practicals while showing you meet the 
standard of the practical competencies will also enable you to obtain the practical endorsement.  
Career progression: 
 
Physicists play a vital role in many technology based industries such as optoelectronics, 
nanotechnology, computing and renewable energy. Others work on investigating the universe; 
searching for extra-solar planets or looking for the remnants of the big bang. Others still go on to 
apply their knowledge in healthcare (medical physics), studying the processes of the Earth 

Currently  
studying Physics at  
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(geophysics) or the climate (meteorology). 
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
7,7 in GCSE Science (7 in Physics if Triple Science taken), 7 in Mathematics 
 
Complementary subjects:  
 
Maths 
Further Maths 
Chemistry 
Biology 
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Mr Coleman-Hughes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  Government 
and Politics  

Exam Board: AQA 
 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
There are three broad areas of study in this specification: 

 -the government and politics of the UK 
 -the government and politics of the USA, and comparative  

            politics 
 -political ideas. 

The specification requires in depth study of UK and US government 
and politics. Comparisons across the two political systems are 
required in the topic entitled Comparative Politics. Students will be 
required to identify parallels, connections, similarities and differences between aspects of politics. 
This will ensure that students develop a critical awareness of the changing nature of politics and 
the relationships between political ideas, political institutions and political processes. 
The political ideas to be studied have relevance to both of the systems of government and politics. 
The study of the four ideologies will enhance the students’ knowledge and understanding of 
politics, political debate and political issues in both the UK and the USA. 

In all components of this subject students must demonstrate the following skills: 
 -to comprehend and interpret political information 
 -to critically analyse and evaluate the areas of politics studied 
 -to construct arguments and explanations leading to reasoned conclusions 
 -to identify parallels, connections, similarities and differences between aspects of the areas  

            of politics studied 
 -to construct and communicate arguments and explanations with relevance, clarity and  

            coherence 
 -to use appropriate political vocabulary 
 -to make connections between the different areas of politics studied 
 -to make comparisons across two political systems. 

 
Year 1  course outline: 
 
Students study: Government and Politics of the UK, The government and Politics of the USA, 
Comparative Politics  
 
Year 2 course outline: 
 
Students study: Political ideas  
 
Assessment: 
 
Paper 1: Government and politics of the UK (Exam duration 2hours- weight 33%) 
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Paper 2: The government and politics of the USA, Comparative politics (Exam duration 2hours- 
weight 33%) 
Paper 3: Political ideas (Exam duration 2hours- weight 33%) 
 
Career progression: 
 
Politician, Civil service, Public Affairs Assistant, Public Relations, Social Researcher  
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
Minimum grade 4 in Maths, English Language + 4 other subjects 
 
Complementary subjects:  
 
History  
English 
Law 
Sociology  
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Miss Ali  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  Psychology Exam Board: AQA 7181/ 7182 
 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
Does prison really does change criminal behaviour? What would  
happen if you had two brains? Do the experiences you had before  
the age of five really do shape the person you are today?  
Psychology is “the study of the mind”, it is the science of why we  
think and behave the way we do.   
 
At heart, we are all psychologists – we all wish to understand 
ourselves and others better! 
 

Year 1 course outline: 
You will learn about conformity, social norms, how the mind remembers and forgets and how 
children form attachments. You will develop your analytical thinking, problem solving and critical 
reasoning skills. You will learn how to plan and conduct scientific investigations and how to 
analyse and interpret data.  
The topics studied in year 1 and at the start of year 2 are: 
Social influence, Memory, Attachment, Approaches in psychology, Biopsychology, 
Psychopathology, Research methods 
Year 2 course outline: 
In year 2 you will build on the topics studied in year 1 and study the following additional topics: 

• Issues and debates in Psychology: learn about the fascinating tendencies of human 
behaviour, with options looking into gender differences and the criminal mind. 

• Relationships, Gender or Cognition and development (Option 1) 

• Schizophrenia, Eating behaviour or Stress (Option 2) 

• Aggression, Forensic psychology or Addiction (Option 3) 

Assessment: 
There are two exams at AS each worth 50% of your AS qualification. Each exam lasts 1 hour 30 
minutes and is worth 72 marks. The exams consist of multiple choice, short answer and extended 
writing questions.  
 
At A-level there are three exams, each account for one third of your A-level. The three exams last 
2 hours and are worth 96 marks each. The exams consist of multiple choice, short answer and 
extended writing questions. 
Career progression: 
If you enjoy Psychology, you might consider the following careers: Marketing, Business 
development, Accountancy, Human resources, Forensic psychology, Occupational therapy, 
Clinical psychology, Nursing, Teaching, Law, Sports and Exercise.   
Minimum entry requirement: 
5,5 in GCSE Science 
Complementary subjects:  
Biology 
Sociology 
English 
Chemistry 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
Mrs Kennedy 
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Subject:  Philosophy 
and Ethics 
 

Exam Board: OCR 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
This course offers students the opportunity to have a  
thorough understanding of diverse philosophical and ethical  
viewpoints. Through studying this A level, students will gain critical  
and evaluative skills sought by higher education and employers. The  
course is thought provoking and encourages classroom discussions  
on a range of contemporary themes. Teaching of the A level is  
divided into three elements: Philosophy, Ethics and Development in 
Christian Thought. 

The aim of this course is to encourage students to: 

• develop their interest in a rigorous study of religion and belief and 
relate it to the wider world 

• develop knowledge and understanding appropriate to a specialist study of religion. 
• develop an understanding and appreciation of religious thought and its contribution to   

individuals, communities and societies. 
• adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of religion. 
• reflect on and develop their own values, opinions and attitudes in the light of their study 

 
Year 1 course outline: 
 
PHILOSOPHY 

• Ancient philosophical influences 
• The nature of the soul, mind and body 
• Arguments about the existence of God 
• The nature and impact of religious experience 

 
ETHICS 

• Normative ethical  theories 
• The application of ethical theory to two contemporary issues of importance 

 
DEVELOPMENT IN CHRISTIAN THOUGHT 

• Religious beliefs, values and teachings 
• Sources of religious wisdom and authority 
• Practices that shape and express religious identity  

 
Year 2 course outline: 
 
PHILOSOPHY 

• Ideas about the nature of God 
• Issues in religious language 

 
 
ETHICS 

• Ethical language and thought 
• Debates surrounding the significant idea of conscience 
• Sexual ethics and the influence on ethical thought of developments in religious beliefs 

 
DEVELOPMENT IN CHRISTIAN THOUGHT 

Currently  
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• Significant social and historical developments in theology and religious thought 
• Key themes related to the relationship between religion and society 

 
Assessment: 
 
Students will study three components that are externally assessed, these are: Philosophy of 
Religion, Religion and Ethics and Developments in Religious Thought. Philosophy of Religion and 
Religion and Ethics are mandatory. In addition, learners will study Christianity, from the 
Developments in Religious Thought options. The exam for each component will be two hours and 
worth 120 marks representing 33.3% of the total marks for A level. These exams will take the form 
of an externally assessed written paper lasting two hours each and testing both AO1 and AO2. 
 
Career progression: 
 
Philosophy and Ethics compliments a variety of career paths and empowers the student to think 
about the world we live in. The course is particularly useful for students who wish to pursue 
careers in law, education, social work, politics, medicine, administration or the media.  
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
5 in GCSE Religious Studies  
 
Complementary subjects:  
 
Sociology 
Law 
Politics. 
 
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Mrs Blake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  Sociology 
 
 

Exam Board: AQA 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
Ever wondered how we developed into the society  
we are today?  
How the way you see yourself determines the way  
people identify you?  
Whether men or women are more likely to commit a crime? 
 
A-level Sociology will help you to make sense of the society we  
live in and understand the cultural and identity issues which affect 
us all. 
 
You will learn a number of skills including the use of evidence to 
support your arguments, how to investigate facts, and critical 
thinking. It is relevant to the society you live in so you are bound to enjoy learning about topics that 
are relevant to everyday life; plus it opens the door to a fantastic range of interesting careers 
 
Sociology is the scientific study of human life, social groups, whole societies and the human world 
as such. Its subject-matter is our own behaviour as social beings, which makes it a dazzling and 
compelling enterprise. 
 
Sociology teaches us to take a much broader view of our own lives in order to explain why we act 
as we do. It teaches us that what we regard as natural, inevitable, good or true may not be so, and 
that things we take for granted are strongly influenced by the past and social processes. 
 
To be a good sociologist you need to acquire more than just knowledge. You need to develop your 
‘sociological imagination’ which means thinking of yourself away from the familiar routines of our 
daily lives in order to look at them from a new and often different perspective. Learning to become 
a sociologist will never be dull or tedious. Sociology has major practical implications for people’s 
lives; this alone will provide you with self-enlightment.  
 
Year 1 course outline: 
 
In the first year of the course you’ll study: 
 
• Education and methods in context:  
You’ll consider the role of education in society. For example as part of your studies you’ll look into 
gender and ethnicity differences in school achievement. You’ll also learn how to apply your own 
sociology research methods to the study of education. 
 
• Research methods:  
You’ll learn how to conduct your own sociological research, from interviews to reviewing 
documents and official statistics. 
 
You’ll also study one of the following optional topics: 
 
• Culture and Identity 
• Families and Households 
• Health 
• Work, Poverty and Welfare 
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Year 2 course outline: 
 
In the second year of the A-level you’ll broaden your understanding of society. You’ll study:   
 
• Crime and deviance with theory and methods:  
You’ll learn about criminal and deviant behaviour, including factors that might lead a person to 
follow this path in life and how the media portrays them. 
 
• Theory and methods:  
You’ll expand on your knowledge of research methods and study theory and methods. 
 
You’ll also study one of the following optional topics 
 
• Beliefs in Society 
• Global Development 
• The Media 
• Stratification and Differentiation 
Assessment: 
 
At A-level there are three exams, each account for one third of your A-level grade. The three 
exams last 2 hours each and are worth 80 marks each. The exams consist of a mixture of short 
answer and extended writing questions.  
 
Career progression: 
 
Having A-level sociology represents you as a person who can rationally debate a passionate 
subject, who can understand different demographics and their individual needs, to look at 
arguments with an empathetic but level-headed view and with great social knowledge. Many 
sociology students are attracted to careers that centre on the challenges and demands that 
members of a society face. This leads to jobs in social services, education, criminal justice, 
welfare services, government, counselling, journalism charities and the voluntary sector. They 
include journalist, charity fundraiser, community development worker, counsellor, lecturer, housing 
officer, teacher, probation officer, social researcher, social worker and welfare rights adviser.  
Having A-level sociology can lead you to university degree courses in sociology, criminology, 
politics, ethics, philosophy, advertising, media studies, cinema studies, journalism amongst others. 
 
Minimum entry requirement: 
 
Minimum grade 4 in Maths, English Language + 4 other subjects 
 
Complementary subjects:  
Psychology, Law, Media, Geography, History.  
Politics, Philosophy, English, Economics 
 
Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Mrs Kennedy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Subject:  Spanish Exam Board: Edexcel 
 
 

Introduction to the course: 
 
Spanish at GCE level is a demanding and challenging course. It is, therefore, highly respected by 
universities and employers.  
 
During this course you will: 
 

• read and listen to authentic foreign language materials and will study aspects of the 
contemporary society, cultural background and heritage of a country where the language is 
spoken 

• have opportunities to develop your understanding and awareness of spiritual, moral, ethical, 
environmental, health and European issues 

• extend and develop your knowledge of the grammar and vocabulary of the foreign 
language and use this to speak, write, read and listen to the language 

• become an effective communicator in Spanish, using the language to express facts and 
ideas speak and write the language in a range of different situations and for different 
purposes 

• develop your capacity for critical and analytical thinking through the study of language 
• equip yourself with transferable skills such as autonomy, resourcefulness, creativity, critical 

thinking and linguistic, cultural and cognitive flexibility that will enable you to proceed to 
further study or employment 

 
Year 1 course outline: 

 
5) Evolving society in Spain 

o Changes in family structures 
o The world of work 
o The impact of tourism 

 
6) Political and artistic culture in Spanish-speaking countries 

o Music 
o The media 
o Celebrations and traditions 

 
Year 2 course outline: 

 
7) Immigration and the Spanish multicultural society 

o Positive aspects of immigration 
o Challenges of immigration and integration 
o Reactions to immigration 

 
8) The Franco dictatorship and transition to democracy 

o The civil war and the ascent of Franco (1936-1939) 
o The Franco dictatorship 
o Transition from dictatorship to democracy 

 
Assessment: 

 
Paper 1: Listening, reading, translation  

- 2-hour exam, 40% of A-level 
 
Paper 2: Written response to works and translation  



- 2 hour 40 minute exam, 30% of A-level 
 
Paper 3: Speaking 

- 16-18 minute assessment, 30% of A-level 
 

Career progression: 
 
We live in an increasingly competitive, global marketplace and there is an increasing 
need for language skills. Consequently, language skills are in high demand from 
employers and graduates who lack these vital language skills risk losing out to their 
better-qualified, culturally aware, multilingual peers. 
 
Languages do not only lead to translation or teaching work; they are a valuable asset in 
any profession and in any company with links abroad. 
 
 

Minimum entry requirement: 
 
6 in GCSE Spanish 
 

Complementary subjects:  
 
English, History, Politics, Geography 
 

Head of department / Lead teacher: 
 
Ms Kosovsky 
 

 


