
PREPARING YOUR PERSONAL STATEMENT 
 

You can only complete one personal statement for all the choices you make.  The providers you’re 

applying to understand this, so they won’t be expecting you to say specific things about them or their 

programme of study. You can use up to 4,000 characters or 47 lines of text (including spaces) – 

whichever comes first. Write in English and avoid italics, bold or underlining.  Redraft your statement 

until you’re happy with it.  It’s a good idea to write your personal statement on a word processor first, 

then copy and paste it into your application. 

 
Below is a possible structure / list of things to include: 
 

 OPENING STATEMENT – this needs to grab the reader.  You must explain why you want to 
apply for your chosen course.  Why does the course interest you? 

 I LOVE MY SUBJECT - How have you developed your love of the subject. This section will 

probably be the bulk part of the personal statement.  In this section you can write about any 

experiences you have had that are related to the course(s) or any skills you've learnt that 

might help you. For example, have you read books or been to public lectures related to your 

course?  You may also want to focus on a particular area of interest (eg the politics of one 

country). Ensure you evidence relevant skills. 

 CURRENT STUDIES - Explain how the subjects you have studied have helped with your chosen 
subject. Link your current with your future studies. 

 NON-ACADEMIC – Provide evidence of more than study – include DoE, prefect, relevant work 
experience. 

 CONCLUDING STATEMENT – finish on a short, positive note trying not to repeat yourself.  
What will you bring to them as a student? 

 

Do: 

 Show enthusiasm, motivation and some ‘spark’. 

 Ensure the statement is 70%-80% academic focused. 

 Ensure you have made no spelling or grammatical errors. 

 Use quotations if they add to the statement and are relevant. 

 Paragraph the statement. 

 Make full use of space. 

 Use your best English and check for spelling and grammar to make sure it is right. 

 Ask people that you trust, like your teacher/adviser or parent/carer to read through what you 
have written and give you feedback. 

 
Don’t: 

 Lie – you might be asked about what you have written if you attend an interview with the 
provider. 

 Use jargon, slang, abbreviations or irrelevant information. 

 Use too many quotations. 

 Leave it until the last minute – it's a good idea to give yourself time to think about what 
you write to make sure that you don’t forget anything. 

 Copy another personal statement.  UCAS have specialist detection software to spot this.  You 
will not be able to fool them. 


