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Welcome to our December 
newsletter.  You will know 
from Twitter, our website 
and communications with 
you that we have had a 
bumper half term with a 
wide range of activities.  
Over the last week alone, 
we have enjoyed a 
wonderful Carol Service 

and I thank Mr Dawson and Mr Duguid who 
prepare this joyous event.    
We have had our Christmas dinner, our 
Christmas tea for Senior Citizens, our Charity 
week including our food bank donations, carol 
concerts for the elderly and vulnerable, and 
our shadow General Election, to name just 
some of the events.  We have Prize Giving/
Speech Night on Tuesday 17 December and 
we are delighted that Fr Provincial, Damian 
Howard SJ, is our guest speaker. He has 
given incredibly generously of his time to us 
this year, our 125 year anniversary.   This is a 

wonderful evening where we celebrate the 
achievements of our young people.   
 

We will end the term with Mass for the whole 
community. I wish all our students, staff, 
families and governors and friends of the 
College a blessed and joyous Christmas and 
every good wish for 2020. 
      M O’Keeffe  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Carol Service was a wonderful occasion for our families, students, guests and staff.  The 
boys performed their roles wonderfully and our Choir and Orchestra gave a beautiful rendition of 
Away in A Manager. The Enfield Brass Band also lent their support to the occasion adding some 
extra gusto to the service. Thank you to everyone who contributed to this superb event.  
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In November we were very proud to have seven of our Year 12s announced as High  
Achievers in Enfield  at an event hosted by the Mayor of Enfield. Of these seven, two 
are high achieving linguists and one has excelled in STEM subjects. The event not only    
celebrated their success but also helped them to begin thinking about their university        
education and future career. Congratulations to all  - keep up the hard work! 

On 28th November the U16 rugby team won the Middlesex Rugby Plate defeating Fulham 
Boys’ School, 19-13. We entered the competition full of confidence, winning all our matches 
en-route to the final, scoring 22 tries in the process and conceding just 5. In the final itself, 
tries by Chris Odogwu, Fintan Shaw and Alejandro Tabares Rengifo, plus two conversions 
by Fintan steered the team to victory. Team captain, Fintan Shaw, collected the trophy and 
led the celebrations in the changing room with a couple of verses of Beatum Pangimus! 
Team:  Jake Allison; Nana Adjei-Sille; Sean Anyaogu; Steven Asare; Reece Bennett; 
Paddy Kelly; Chris Odogwu; Joseph Ross; Tyreid Savage; Fintan Shaw; Alejandro Tabares 
Rengifo; Dominic  Papergeorgiou; Gaetan Deufi; Nicholas Owoaje; Kai Fah-Bundeh; David 
Vasconelos; Jadon Arthur; Tyrell Johnson; Rhys Williams 

Congratulations also to Mr Galvin who manages the team. 

The whole school came together to mark Remembrance Day with a beautiful   
service and a one-minute silence. Our CCF cadets stood guard as poppies were 
laid at our memorial for all Old Ignatians who fell in the great wars. 



In Assembly we have introduced the Church’s Year of 
the Word with the focus on scripture. Students have 
been asked to put scripture into action e.g. Treat others 
as you want to be treated and Love your neighbour. The 

year begins in December so we are putting the Year of the Word into  
action during Advent with Love your neighbour and When I was hungry 
you fed me, by encouraging the students to support the North Enfield 
Food Bank and The Passage charity.  

Charity Week: cookie sales and our 
Christmas Jumper Day helped to raise 
much needed funds for our chosen 
charities. Students also donated food 
items to the North Enfield Food Bank.  

In December we welcomed a group of local sen-
ior citizens to a Christmas Tea Party to celebrate 
the festive season with them. We are very grate-
ful to Tesco and Warburtons who provided much 
of the wonderful spread. Entertainment came 
from the Close Harmony Choir who sang beauti-
fully. A special thanks to all the staff and students 
who helped to make this a wonderful occasion for 
our elderly visitors.  

We welcomed 
humanitarian 

John O’Shea, to the College to give 
an impassioned speech on the        
value of social entrepreneurship to 
alleviate the suffering of the poor, 
demonstrating this activity can offer 
the prospect of a solid livelihood 
choice. John is the founder and      
former CEO of GOAL, an Irish non-

governmental organisation devoted to 
assisting the poorest of the poor. His 
passion was something to behold and 
his speech was inspirational.  

Andrew from The Passage 
Charity came in to talk to our 
boys about the issue of home-
lessness and what we can do to 
help. The charity is London’s 
largest    voluntary sector re-
source for the homeless and 
vulnerable, helping up to 200 
people a day. We will be donat-
ing to The Passage Charity as 
part of Charity Week.  



 

We were delighted to welcome Lisa from Oxford 
University who spoke to our Yr 11 & 12 students as 
well as those from visiting local schools about prep-
aration for their UCAS application and the overall 
process when  applying to highly selective universi-
ties. Lisa had a lot of  great advice for students’   
applications and shared interview techniques. This 
was an  invaluable session for all who attended.  

Year 10 recently attended a Mathletes competition at nearby Sir 
George Monoux College.  They were able to take part in an A 
Level Mathematics taster session and then went on to compete 
in a very difficult competition. The group did very well and en-
joyed the day overall—a great insight into A Level Maths!  

St Ignatius joined with St Anne’s at the end of November for the 
annual Year 7 disco. There were many shapes thrown on the 
dance floor and good fun had by all. All the teachers in     at-
tendance remarked on the good atmosphere and behaviour 
from all the students. It was a great student social!  

As part of our varied Enrichment          
Programme, Mandarin Club has been 
successfully launched this term with 
many students taking advantage of this 

after school club.  

We are now adding Latin Language Club to 
our programme in January 2020. Latin is an 
excellent GCSE to add to your UCAS applica-
tion form. For more information on these clubs 
and others, please visit our website.  

A Brilliant Day Out  

Brilliant Club students visited the University 
of Sussex to get a taste of student life and 
studying at university. It was a packed day 
with a tour of the campus, meeting          
academics and  discovering more about the 
courses on offer.  

 

Looking forward to our special 125 Anniversary Mass on  
Friday 24 January 2020 at Westminster Cathedral 

Ad Majorem de Gloriam  



 

Year 9 were introduced to the Combined Cadet Force (CCF) at the College earlier this term on the 
CCF sign up day. Both the Army and Royal Air Force made presentations to demonstrate the 
broad range of  challenging, exciting, adventurous and educational activities on offer. The aim of 
the CCF is to develop personal responsibility, leadership and self-discipline. 

Sixth Formers stepped 
into some big political shoes recently when the 
College ran its own mock General Election. The 
Sixth Formers represented the four main parties 
and took part in a debate in front of a student 
audience. Our boys had some great questions 
and really put the ‘candidates’ through their 
paces. In the end, Labour won our student vote. 
Thank you to Ms Ali for  organising this event. 

December saw the launch of a new cultural initiative, Artist and Composer of the Month. Each month 
a different Artist and Composer is chosen and students are given the opportunity to listen to, view 
and discuss their work. We launched with the impressionist artist Monet and the composer,  Tchai-
kovsky, famous for Swan Lake and The Nutcracker. Every month will bring a new artist and compos-
er to students, allowing them to learn more about these important cultural figures.  

Follow us on Twitter, @St_Ignatius where 
you can keep up with all the    latest news 
and events happening in school. 

We are also on Facebook! 
Search:   St Ignatius  College, Enfield  
for another way to keep up to date  



At the beginning of November, five of our boys 
performed with students from St Anne’s in a 
vibrant production of High School Musical. 

Kieron Andrews, Jackson Rigby, Viran Burrun, 
Jonathan Carboni and Aidan Ogbechie gave         
energetic performances after weeks of dedicated   
rehearsals. Audiences were delighted!! 

Our Year 7 Concert is always a show stopper and this 
year the boys were true to form.  The boys gave    
wonderfully confident performances in their form 
groups and   also as soloists.  A great musical start at 
the College, well done all!   

The College Choir had a fantastic           
experience working with the amazing      
soprano Emily  Dickens, in preparation for 
their performance at the Jack Petchey   
Perfect Pitch Regional Final in January. 
Good luck!  

We were delighted to host the annual Enfield    
Music Service Choir Festival in November. The 
EMS provide inclusive access to instrumental   
lessons for 1,000s of children in the borough. Our 
Choir joined with four other schools for a morning 
of song and cheer at this most uplifting event.  

Our GCSE Music students visited Blackheath Halls for a concert and workshop of set works for the GCSE 
Music course led by Trinity College of Music . The lecture was informative and the performances were  
inspirational to watch. Students will be studying Music for a While by Henry Purcell, Defying Gravity by 
Stefan Schwartz and the Sonata Pathétique by Beethoven. 

Our Choir visited the residents of Leonard Cheshire's      
Arnold House, a residential home for adults with physical 
disabilities, to perform some festive carols to help celebrate 
the Christmas season. All the residents enjoyed the         
performance.  



Continuing our strong Careers Programme, students have made a number of    
visits to external Careers and Skills events this term. We have also welcomed a 
number of prestigious companies and organisations to the school who have     
presented some  wonderful opportunities.  

The British Army STEM Youth Engagement Team came to the College 
for the day to speak to students, hoping to inspire tomorrow’s scientists 
and engineers. There are many STEM careers available within the Army 
and the boys found the interactive presentations and hands on challenges    
exciting and fun.  For one challenge the boys were split into groups and 
had to design, build and then race a rocket powered car. The winning 
group’s car made a speed of 47mph!  

Students visited Skills London 2019, 
the UK’s biggest careers event. The 
event provides young people with the 
opportunity to find inspiration and 
make that life-changing connection, 
while enabling organisations to spark 
a connection with future talent.  

Students visited CGI UK in the heart of 
London for a Careers day. CGI UK is a 
worldwide technologies company support-
ing businesses on their digital journeys 
and they were delighted to open their 
doors to students for the day. The boys 
had a great time getting to see some cut-
ting edge technology whilst learning about 
future career opportunities in the sector.  

Students recently visited The Aeronautical 
Society for the Aerospace and               
Aeronautical Live Careers Fair. The 
boys saw some great technical presenta-
tions by some very inspiring people and 
discovered lots of  opportunities.  

We welcomed InvestIN and PWC to the school for talks 
with our Sixth Formers. InvestIn run immersive career 
experiences for 15 -18 year olds: they delivered tips 
and advice to Year 10 students on interview skills and 
techniques.  

Representatives from PWC Careers spoke about their 
career journeys in the company and presented all the 
opportunities open to our students.  

Both events were very inspiring and gave the boys    
insight into some great opportunities for their future.  



For those of you who are new to the College, welcome to FIGS, the 
Friends of St Ignatius College. FIGS organises fundraising and so-
cial events for everyone: get involved and help raise some money! 

You shop directly with the retailer as you 
would normally, but if you sign up to: www.easyfundraising.org.uk for free and use the links on 
the easyfundraising site to take you to your chosen retailer, then a percentage of  whatever 
you spend comes directly to your  nominated cause (FIGs) at no extra cost to yourself.  
 

The initiative Easyfundraising is steadily 
raising money for FIGs, but it desperately 
needs the support of many more people in 
the St Ignatius community in order to have a 
significant impact on fundraising. So how 
does it work? 

     06 Jan School resumes 

     09 Jan Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

     13 Jan Start of Year 11 & Year 13 PPEs  

     24 Jan 125 Celebration Mass at Westminster Cathedral  

     30 Jan Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

     13 Feb Year 9 Options Evening 

     17 Feb Half Term 

     24 Feb INSET Day  

     26 Feb Ash Wednesday Mass 

     27 Feb Years 12 & 13 Parents’ Evening  
     13 Mar Year 12 Parents’ Higher Education Evening  
     24 Mar Spring Concert 

     02 Apr Year 11 Parents’ Evening  
     03 Apr Early Closure 

     06 Apr Easter Holiday 

Our recent textiles collection raised  
£208!! 

Thank you to all who donated  

Our Christmas Quiz Night raised a fantastic 

£1,764 

Thank you!  

Details for our Spring Quiz coming soon!!  

Wishing all our families, students and staff a peaceful and holy Christmas  
AMDG 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk

