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I cannot believe that it is only 5 weeks since the Easter 

holidays and the first half of the Summer term has 

already passed. The life we lived before coronavirus 

pandemic is almost unrecognisable in so many ways. 

However, as you will see from the contents of the 

newsletter, our website and Twitter, in other ways, 

life at St Ignatius College continues to be enriching 

and rewarding. Our staff and students have adapted 

and are working in different but very effective ways.   

There is an awful lot going on!  I am incredibly grateful 

to our staff for ensuring this wide, rich offer. Thank 

you also for your continued support.  

I wish all our families, staff and governors a restful half 

term. We look forward to welcoming staff and 

students back to virtual school on Monday 1 June  

2020.                                                               Mrs O’Keeffe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May’s Composer the month 
Mozart 

May’s Artist of the month 

William Turner 

Does the ‘Mozart Effect’ exist? 

It has been cited in several scientific studies that listening to the music of 
Mozart can calm children, aid study, boost intelligence and improve con-
centration!  This article discusses the idea in full. 

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20130107-can-mozart-boost-brainpower 

 

For anyone interested in listening to some of Mozart's incredible music, 
here are a couple of playlists you could try: 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/770TtRW0xywGHwTjXarrIx?
si=AztGoxjPRtWhtJHCEPsIOA 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rb0UmrCXxVA 

“The music is not in the notes, but in the silence between” 

 - Mozart 

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20130107-can-mozart-boost-brainpower
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/770TtRW0xywGHwTjXarrIx?si=AztGoxjPRtWhtJHCEPsIOA
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/770TtRW0xywGHwTjXarrIx?si=AztGoxjPRtWhtJHCEPsIOA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rb0UmrCXxVA


We are living in extraordinary and unprecedented times.  It is only natural that we, especially children, may feel 
anxiety, worry and some stress from time to time.  Although most of us are socially isolating, we should never feel 
isolated when we know that we are part of the Ignatian community and that we are loved by God.   

This term we have taken many steps to not only support our students’ academic studies but to also focus on the 
wellbeing of, and support to,  our community.  Here are a few of the steps that have been taken; 

Student Surveys  

We have conducted wellbeing surveys with the students on a fortnightly basis.  The information that is gathered 
from these surveys is shared with Learning Coordinators and form tutors to inform them of the pupils in need of a 
call.  If any pupil identifies their wellbeing as four or below, they are contacted by a member of staff to help sup-
port them.  We hope that by conducting this survey regularly, all students will feel supported and will have some-
where to turn or raise issues if they need to. 

Newsletters 

A wellbeing newsletter is sent to students via SMHW.  These letters provide students with a range of advice and 

activities to keep active, ranging from local borough competitions to virtual tours of art galleries or museums.    

Lessons 

The PE Department’s games lessons will become wellbeing lessons. Mr Roche is working with Mr Clarke, Personal 
Development and Wellbeing Coordinator, to provide a programme that teaches students how to look after their 
mental health at this time. 

Examen 

Mr Dawson sets a videoed Examen each day with a new one each week to remind students to take time in their 
schedule to reflect and seek guidance during this period.    

Social (distancing) activity examples 

We have continued with our weekly school quiz that is created by a student in Year 12.    

Our Science department held a stargazing event asking students to take time to look at the night sky and view the 
satellites that are currently travelling over London.  

The R.E. department set a film challenge for students to encourage them to watch a T.V. pro-
gramme or film relating to a religious theme they have never seen or heard of before. 

What has been done for parents? 

The school’s website has a dedicated wellbeing page for families.  It has daily content as well as links to how you 
can help support the community, resources to help with home schooling, ways to deal with your and your child's 
mental health along with ways that families can celebrate Mass during the lockdown. 

Communication is key.  Mrs O’Keeffe has kept families up to date with the ongoing and ever 
changing situation and has provided information to those families in need of support.  

Families were surveyed before Easter with regards to their needs. 

The twitter account is updated with daily scripture quotes that we hope have helped lift spirits.    



THE BRILLIANT CLUB COHORT OF KS5 STUDENTS 2020  

A huge congratulations to the following Year 12 students for sailing 

through their Brilliant Club tutorials and final assignment with such 

high levels of commitment and focus:  

Ayman, Rheon, Angelo, Albert and  Andrei completed an assignment 

on ‘The moral justification of capital punishment’ and their tutor, Mr 

Kordonoulis, has praised their diligence and attentiveness through-

out the course and their mature and eloquent writing style. Special 

congratulations to Ayman who achieved a First!  He was praised by 

his tutor for his ‘excellent evaluation of different theories and his excellent writing style’. 

Brendan, Alen, Leon , Max, Ethan, Osa, Piotr, Abin and Jonathan completed an assignment on ‘Modifying Mutations 

for use in Genetic Medicine’.  Ms Graham, their tutor, praised  their impressive background knowledge of the sub-

ject and their willingness to engage in class discussions. Huge congratulations to Leon, Brendan, Alen and Abin who 

all achieved a First! 

92% of the students achieved either a First or a 2:1 grade for their submission. This really is an achievement. 

We are all  are incredibly proud of the students and hope the Brilliant Club experience 

has been a fantastic first taste of what university will be like. 

Last month we were delighted to launch our Virtual Choir & Orchestra recording project. 

Given the sudden nature of lockdown and the signifi-

cant impacts on all of our lives, finding ways to join 

together and to make music when we cannot do so in 

person is extremely valuable to foster a sense of com-

munity.  

Singing and playing a musical instrument has very 

positive benefits for mental health and wellbeing, so 

this project encourages everyone associated with our 

community, adults and young people, to get involved 

and make this large ensemble. 

Given the recent passing of the singer and songwriter Bill Withers, Mr Duguid has shared his arrangement of the 

song 'Lean on Me' with parts for everyone to record at home. So far there have been a number of excellent con-

tributions from staff and students alike. 

This project aims to create a video of our final virtual performance, so that even at a time when we are physical-

ly separate, we can come together to make music. 



Geography  

At this time of year we would normally be taking our Year 10 and 12 Geography students out 

on field trips. Indeed we were due to take Year 10 to Stratford, London on the 2nd of June and travel to the Lake 

District with Year 12 at the end of June.  Fortunately the Field Studies Council have come to the rescue and over 

the last few weeks have been broadcasting 'Live lessons' on various types of field work. Both our Year 10 and 12 

groups have been able to take advantage of these broadcasts and the fantastic resources the FSC have pro-

duced for the students to work with before and during the broadcasts.  I am confident that the support FSC has 

given the nation’s geographers will go  along way in making up for our lost fieldwork this term. 

ART 

Students have  been kept busy with a number of projects to get them learning new skills even though they 
are not in the classroom.  Below are some examples of the wonderful work we have received from students.  
You’ll find views through the students windows, animal drawings inspired by Grayson Perry's Art club., 
drawings of natural forms and finally students’ responses to Jasper Johns painting '0 through 9'. 

 



                THE CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL  

 

Laudato Si Week (16th – 24th May) marks the fifth anniversary of the publication of 

Pope Francis encyclical and his holiness has invited us all to participate in Laudato 

Si' week and take action to care for creation. This year’s theme is ‘Everything is 

Connected’, people everywhere are crying out for hope, and our faith is urgently needed to light the way. Catho-

lics are uniting in solidarity for a more just and sustainable future. Our students are playing their part in this week 

by taking on 5 daily challenges focusing on Laudato Si themes. Each challenge is set on SMHW and on the school 

website. The College Laudato Si team is tweeting throughout the week and a leaflet 

has been sent to parents with ideas for saving the environment at home. The week 

culminates on Sunday, 24th in a shared moment of prayer at noon local time. Catholics 

from all across the globe will be united in spirit because “everything is connected.” 

Students and families are encouraged to take part (https://laudatosiweek.org/prayer/). 

While in lock down, the spiritual life of the school continues, although now virtually. Students are set a chaplaincy 

challenge each week, many of which have a social justice theme – student work has been very good, some of 

which is tweeted. Morning Prayer is posted daily, on SMHW, as a way to begin our day, and pupils are encouraged 

to stop at 12.10pm to pray the Examen as a College Community.  

 

The month of May is dedicated to Our Lady and students can pray a decade of the Ro-

sary using the resources on the SMHW notice board.  

Finally, the College has created a prayer wall and all members of the College community are invited to offer prayer 

intentions for loved ones, joys, hopes, griefs and anxieties during the COVID-19 pandemic (https://padlet.com/

dawsonj33/f5ll2gv75uf0pvrh). Families are invited to use any of the prayer resources posted.  

On Wednesday 20 May 2020 it was 

National Thank a Teacher Day and we 

received some really lovely messages  

from students to our staff at the Col-

lege. 

We collated some of these into a 

poster and sent it to all staff to show 

them how much they are appreciated.  

Personal message were also forward 

to teachers. 

We would like to thank the students 

for all their hard work and dedication 

during this time. We are extremely 

proud of the effort they are showing 

and the resilience in their nature. 

https://laudatosiweek.org/prayer/
https://padlet.com/dawsonj33/f5ll2gv75uf0pvrh
https://padlet.com/dawsonj33/f5ll2gv75uf0pvrh


   A Message from the College Captain  

 

On March 18th Boris Johnson made the decision for all UK schools to close and for us to en-
ter a lockdown. This meant that as a community, we had to make many changes to our edu-
cation and daily routines in order to stop the spread of Covid-19. Sudden changes can prove 
to be very difficult as it means we have to find a completely new structure to our lives. For 
us pupils, it means we now need to work even harder to keep up with our studies as we 
don’t have the same access to our teachers as we did before. With years 11 and 13 unable 

able to sit their exams, there has been much uncertainty about their grades. On behalf of all students at the Col-
lege, I wish them the best of luck.  

For the rest of us, by the time we return to school we would have missed approximately 200 lessons, therefore 
we must become independent learners. Our teachers continue to support our learning through Google Class-
room, Seneca Learning and Show my Homework giving us feedback to improve. In this difficult time, I urge you 
to keep focussed and stay motivated. Build time into your daily routine to exercise, this will help keep your mind 
and body fit and also you must have some downtime to relax, talk with friends/family or find a new hobby such 
as learning a musical instrument or a new language. 

My day usually starts off with a game of basketball with my younger brother, 
followed by school work. As A Level students study three subjects, I usually 
spend 1-2 hours on each, taking breaks in between. In the evening I socialise 
with friends and family or play on my PS4. I have set up my home working area 
as you can see from the photo which helps me concentrate without distrac-
tions. 

With the support and guidance of Mr Ingles and our form tutors, year 12 have 
started the University application process and we are currently writing our per-
sonal statements. I have been researching potential subjects I wish to study 
and Universities I may attend. I have also watched several webinars to support 
me in this. 

Finally, I would like to conclude by wishing you all well. I know that times are 
tough right now but tough times are only ‘tough times’ meaning that this will 
pass and will be a learning curve for us all. It will definitely be a story to tell our 
children.  

Yours sincerely, 

Marcus Kplomedo  

                          Shopping Online? Help us raise money for the school 

                                

                                The initiative Easyfundraising is steadily raising money for FIGs, but it desperately needs the                           

support of many more people in the St Ignatius community in order to have a significant impact on fundraising.   

So how does it work? 

You shop directly with the retailer as you would normally, 

but if you sign up to: www.easyfundraising.org.uk for free 

and use the links on the easyfundraising site to take you to 

your chosen retailer, then a percentage of  whatever you 

spend comes directly to your  nominated cause (FIGs) at no 

extra cost to yourself.  

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk


Follow us on Twitter, @St_Ignatius where you can keep up with all the  

latest news and events happening in school. 

We can also be found on Facebook! 

Search:   St Ignatius  College, Enfield  

 

 

 

A Last Goodbye 

Antonio Papageorgiou   

Year 13 Student; College Captain 2019 2020 

As we went into year 13 last September, we never would have thought in our wildest dreams that our exams 

would be cancelled. 

When I first heard the news, I felt a mix of emotions, mainly because it meant our Ignatian journey had come 

to an abrupt end in such extraordinary circumstances, and that we wouldn’t get to live out the last few 

months of school life with our friends and leave the College in the way we expected to.  

Being at the college has given us all so much throughout the years and has provided us with many values, 

which we will take with us as we move on with the next stages of our lives. We are all so grateful to have been 

part of this wonderful Ignatian community and have benefitted so much not only educationally but spiritually 

and personally. We have grown in confidence, learnt how to be better individuals, learnt how to make positive 

change and most importantly to be men and women for others.  

On behalf of year 13 I would like to thank all the staff and teachers for their incredible support during our time 

at the college, who have always guided us and been there for us. In particular, I would like to thank Mrs 

O’Keeffe, Mr Galvin and Mrs Keene, who have continuously dedicated their time in ensuring we achieve our 

goals and aspirations and reach our full potentials.  

My proudest moment of my time at the college was becoming College Captain last year. It helped me to devel-

op into a more confident and responsible leader – which is something I will carry forward with me. It was an 

absolute privilege to be College Captain and I enjoyed every second of it.   

It was also a pleasure to be part of the 

120th and the 125th anniversary of the 

college during our time there. We will 

always remember the College and it was 

an honour to celebrate such milestones 

with our Ignatian community.  

Despite not ending our Ignatian journey 

as expected, I look forward to us all 

coming together again to celebrate our 

successes and express our gratitude to  all those who are part of this special community.  


