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With the commencement of the exam period, it has been a busy and intense half term.   Our Year 10 
students completed their Pre Public Exams and we are incredibly proud of how they conducted 
themselves.   The students were focused, well prepared and were a credit to the Year 10 team; Mr 
Petrie, Mr Poulter and the Year 10 form tutors.   Students will receive their results this Friday.    
 
Year 11 are now in the second week of GCSE exams and Year 13 students began their A levels on 
Monday.   Staff have gone above and beyond to support our students and students have undertaken the 
exams in a calm and confident way.  We are very proud of them.  A special thank you to our Year 11 
team, Ms Kohls, Mr Opoku-Mensah, Ms Shiells-Edwards  and the Year 11 form tutors, Mr Coleman 
Hughes, Mrs Douglas, Mrs Mangera, Mrs Joson, Mrs Blake and Mr Ryan.  They have gone above and 
beyond to support students both academically and personally.   A huge thank you also to the Sixth Form 
Team, Mr Carrigy, Mr Galvin, Mrs Keene, Mr Ingles and the Sixth Form tutors, Mrs Wharton, Mr Smith, 
Mrs Bolwell, Mrs Meyer, Ms Broomes, Mr Philipson, Mr Lumby, Ms Zyba, Mr Deba.  They have walked 
alongside our young people, guiding them and supporting them in these critical final years.   This is also 
an intense period for our Exams Officer, Mr Taverner, and we thank him for the smooth running of 
exams, for it makes such a difference to students.   I ask that you continue to keep our students and their 
families in your thoughts and prayers during what is inevitably a stressful time.  
 
As is fitting in a Catholic community, we celebrated Mass with our exam students.  The Mass for year 11 
students was on Friday 10th May and we were fortunate to have Fr Christophe Brunet from Cockfosters 
Parish, Church of Christ the King, with us.  He really engaged with our students and gave them a sense 
of purpose, whilst also putting exams in a wider context.   It was a pleasure to have families with us for 
our Year 13 Leavers Mass last week and it was a privilege to have Fr David Smolira SJ there to 
celebrate Mass.   Fr David Smolira SJ has a long association with the College and knows us well.   For 
some of our families, this was the end of the education of their last child at the College and it was a 
moving celebration, as we sent our young men and women into the world to live their faith and to take 
their place as young adults.   We have had a long and close relationship with these families and thank 
them for their continued support.  At both Masses, students’ hands were blessed, symbolising our hope 
that their hands will do God’s work.  
 
Year 12 and years 7 to 9 will have exams after half term and we ask that parents support them to 
prepare fully.  Much has happened aside from exams and next half term will be a long one, with many 
events and activities.   Please do follow us on Twitter to see what is happening here at the College and I 
hope that this newsletter will give you a flavour of some of the wonderful enrichment opportunities that 
supplement our formal, academic curriculum.   
 
I wish students and staff a restful half term.  Hopefully, we will have some fine weather that all can enjoy.   

We will open again on Monday 3 June and we look forward to welcoming back staff and students who I 

hope will be refreshed after the break.  

M O’Keeffe, Headteacher  

 

Y11 Mass of Inspiration 

Whole School Assembly 



On  Saturday 4 May, we visited the Junior de-
partment of the  Guildhall School of Music 
and Drama, to give our music students an 
experience 

of what it would be like to study 
there. The boys took part in musi-
cianship classes, Orchestra, Wind 
Orchestra, String Ensemble and Pi-
ano classes, as well as attending an 
excellent recital given by students.  

On Saturday 11 May, we visited the 
Trinity Laban Conservatoire in Greenwich, 
where the students were given a guided tour of 
the building and heard their Jazz Band and 

Choir, also receiving a 
lesson from two of their 
senior tutors.   

Both experiences gave the boys a snapshot of 
what it is like to pursue more in-depth study of 
music at two of the UK's leading music conserv-
atoires. A really great experience with several 
students now preparing applications! 

Mr Duguid 

 

 

We were delighted to welcome back our past student 
Marvin Ekpiteta to St Ignatius on the 30th April. 
Marvin plays for Leyton Orient football team who, 
after winning the league this year, have been recent-
ly promoted into league 2. 
 
Marvin spoke to a number of Year 10 
PE students about the importance of 
having a positive mental attitude and 
the benefits of eating well & exercis-
ing. He especially wanted to encour-
age our young men to follow their 
dreams and to never give up. 

Many thanks to School Food Matters for 
coming into the College on 1 May to help the 
students prepare the beds, and plant vegeta-
bles. The boys will nurture the garden over 
the coming months and a chef will use the 
vegetables to show us some delicious dishes 
we can prepare. In July we will be selling our 
wares at Enfield Town Market, so please look 
out for us! 

Mrs Howarth 

As part of the GCSE Art 
and Design course, Year 
10 students visited the 
Saatchi Gallery on 25 
April to see the virtual 
reality exhibition ‘We 
Live in an Ocean of Air’ - 
an amazing marriage 
between Art and Sci-
ence. 



On 26 April, Year 10 and 12 students enjoyed an informed and fun taster 
day at the Royal Free London NHS Foundation Trust in Hampstead.  
Students were able to engage with doctors and nurses learning about 
different jobs in the NHS.  
 

 
Well done to the students 
who received awards for suc-
cessfully completing the 
GROW literacy course.  The 
sessions helped them to im-
prove their reading and litera-
cy skills.   

Rossa O'Keeffe gave an excellent talk to year 12s on 
global poverty and the world's response to this and 
the effectiveness of this response.  He informed the stu-
dents of the work organisations are carrying out in many 
developing countries to try and reduce poverty.  The talk 
gave our Year 12s a real insight into some of the world's 
problems and inspired them to make a difference; to 
give and not to count the cost.  

9 of our year 13 students recently completed their EPQ projects and gave a 
poster presentation in the library.  The students prepared work discussing top-
ics ranging from the impact of global economic events, to the Arab Spring, to 

the problems caused by concussion in rugby.  Each stu-
dent prepared a short presentation and was then ques-
tioned on their topic area.  They demonstrated the hard 
work and research they had put into their topic and were 
able to show a deep understanding of their area of 
work.  They all effectively evaluated their own skills and 
how they could have improved the work that they had 

completed.  The EPQ is excellent preparation for the requirements at university 
and the Year 13 students really did themselves proud.  
Mr Carrigy 

On 17 May, students who are taking part in the garden-
ing project took a trip to Organiclea, an organic farm in 
Chingford as part of the ‘Know your Onions programme’ 
which helps secondary school students learn about food 
- how to grow it, how to cook it and then how to sell it in a local 
market..  A big thank you to all of the brilliant staff there who 
helped our boys learn about organic farming methods.   



Thursday 16th May was the final school day for 
Year 13.  Students, their parents and teachers 
attended a Mass of Inspiration to mark the last 
day.  Students’ hands were anointed ready for 
their A Level exams which began this week.  It 
was a beautiful Mass and we are pleased so 
many parents were able to join us.   
 
Thank you to all who took part.  Year 13 posed for a final photo of their year group which will 

be used for the cover of their Year Book 

S.T.E.M Club 
Currently being led by Mr 
Coleman-Hughes and Ms 
Doyle, pupils in Year 7 have 
had the opportunity to channel 
their inner engineers.  Inspired 
after seeing Luke lose a hand in Star Wars they put 
their ingenuity to the test in order to design and build 
model hands (or tentacles).  Using recycled materials, 
pupils crafted functioning hands that were used to lift 
simple objects. Special mention to Jonathan for the 
most creative design.  This project couldn't have been 
completed without the help and support of sixth for-
mers Aled and Luke. 
Mr Coleman-Hughes  

CCF Trip  
On Saturday 18th 
May 2019 four Ca-
dets from the Royal 
Air Force Section of 
St Ignatius College 
Combined Cadet 
Force undertook 
Glider Simulator 
Training (Part Task 
Trainer) at RAF 
Swanton Morley. 
Cadets completed 
ground school and 
synthetic training in 
two courses and 
are now a step 
closer to full gliding.  
Mr Coleman-Hughes  

My Experience at Mount St Mary’s 
 

“Myself and other members of the captaincy team (Kristian, Antonio, Christy, Joshua, Kieran, Paul and Darius) at-
tended a Leadership conference at Mount St Mary’s in Sheffield. 
 

On the first day we listened to three different speakers. The first one was Lady Ann Neil 
who is the president of St Luke’s Hospice. The second speaker was Lee Rowley who is 
an MP for North East Derbyshire and the last speaker was Lord Blunkett; I believe that 
he had the biggest impact on me because his main message was that no matter what 
your handicaps are, it shouldn’t stop you from achieving what you want. The reason this 
is impactful is because he is blind and no one expected much from him just because he 
was blind, I believe that his overall message was that leaders should be willing to ask/
accept help when it is offered or when they need it. 
 

On the second day we had a Mass and there were discussions between the different 
schools on what projects their schools are organising to try to make the world a better 
place. During the conference we were encouraged to speak to different people at 
breakfast, lunch and dinner which was a good way to develop social skills and build 
confidence. During the speeches that the speaker gave, every student had the chance 
to ask them a question through Sli.doo; this was a good thing because it allowed us to 
see how a good leader responds to random things that they may not be prepared for.” 
  

Andres Palacios-Pere, Y12 



 
 
 
 

 
Please check our Website for our latest 

 career opportunities at the College under 
the ‘Careers At St Ignatius’ section. 

 
http://www.st-ignatius.enfield.sch.uk/291/

careers-at-st-ignatius  
 

 
St Ignatius College 

125 Year Anniversary Celebrations 
 

St Ignatius College will be celebrating 125 years of Jesuit education at the College on Friday 
20th September 2019 with a formal celebration dinner.   

 
Tickets are priced at £75 and are available now on Eventbrite.   

The ticket price includes a welcome drink, 3 course meal and half a bottle of wine per person.   
Any proceeds from the event will go towards a new Sixth Form Centre.  

 
This is a great opportunity to catch up with some old friends, see how the college has changed 

and help support us to continue to provide an outstanding education for our students.   
 

Further details available by contacting: 125celebration@st-ignatius.enfield.sch.uk . 
 

 
 
 
 
All students and parents now have free access 
to Seneca - a revision and homework platform 
making studying more fun.  
 
Seneca is an interactive way to learn official 
course content. Their web app covers 150+ 
exam board specific courses condensing what 
students need to know for their exams. The 
software is able to identify gaps in learning. For 
instance, when you get a question wrong, the 
platform will repeat the topic in different formats 
and their smart algorithm has proven to make 
students remember topics 2x faster.  
 
Seneca is totally free for students and parents.  
 
You can sign up via senecalearning.com  

May 2019 

 June 2019 
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