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Welcome to our first newsletter for the 

academic year.   As you will see, it has 

been a busy, enriching and fulfilling half 

term.  I am grateful to all our staff who go 

above and beyond to offer these wider 

experiences to all students.   Our students 

at major transition points, year 7, year 10 

and year 12,  have settled well, as have 

new staff.    

Our 125 anniversary dinner was a huge 

success and it was wonderful to see so 

many past students in attendance.   

Yesterday, I visited Westminster Cathedral 

with Mr Donnelly, the Chair of Governors, 

to finalise arrangements for our 125 

anniversary Mass on 24 January 2020.   

It will be at 2.15pm and you are all warmly 

invited so please save the date.  Further 

details on how to book a place will be sent 

out later next half term.  

This year we have introduced our 

Behaviour of Learning Continuum.  It is an 

articulation of good behaviours for learning 

and addresses participation, indepen-

dence, presentation and resilience. 

Please discuss the essential skills with 

your child.     

Finally, we are expecting an Ofsted 

inspection this academic year.  Under the 

new Ofsted inspection framework, we get a 

day’s notice and then will have a 2 day 

inspection.   It would be helpful for as many 

parents as possible to complete the parent 

survey which can be found at  

http://www.st-ignatius.enfield.sch.uk/283/ofsted-

information  

I wish all our students, staff and families a 
restful half term holiday.  It has been an 
intense half term and students and staff 
are tired and ready for the break.  Please 
remind your sons/daughters to be mindful 
of their personal safety during 
the holiday period.  

M O’Keeffe 

Headteacher 

John Donnelly, Chair of Governors,  

John Cheek, Hydrospec &  

Mary O’Keeffe, Headteacher  

I am delighted to announce  the opening of our newly refurbished swimming pool. Having 
had huge problems with the pipework which dated back to the 1960s, the 25m indoor heat-
ed pool has undergone extensive refurbishment over the past few months and now offers 
students a modern swimming environment. Coupled with brand new changing rooms, this is 
a wonderful addition to the school and wider community. Swimming is an important skill for 
our young people to learn not only for their own enjoyment and physical health but also to 
keep themselves and others safe in and around the water.  

I am so grateful to the Diocese and our Trustees who funded these major works..  
The pool has been refurbished by Hydrospec - our thanks to all the team who 

made this project happen.  

http://www.st-ignatius.enfield.sch.uk/283/ofsted-information
http://www.st-ignatius.enfield.sch.uk/283/ofsted-information


This year saw the introduction of the daily Examen into the 

school day for staff and students. The Examen is a         
technique, used widely in the Jesuit         
community, of prayerful reflection on the 
events of the day in order to detect God’s 
presence and discern his direction for us.  

This has been a wonderful addition to the 
timetable that we hope will have a positive 
effect on our community’s wellbeing and    
relationship with God.  

Year 11 student, Frankie    
Graham Reid , has won the lat-
est Jack Petchey Award for be-
ing a ‘Man For Others’. It was 
noted that this student has 
helped many other members of 
the College. Frankie will be 
able to allocate £250 to a de-
partment of his choice. Well 
done!  

Antony, Apiram, Franklin, Imran, Leon, Ethan, 
Marcus, Ayman attended the Jesuit Missions’  We 
Are Change Conference to discuss the key social 
justice and environmental issues of today. It provided 
an opportunity for our students to gain new skills that 
will help them become voices for positive change in 
the world.  
 
Key note speaker Fr Leonard Chiti SJ, Provincial  
Superior of the Society of Jesus for the Zambia-
Malawi Province, spoke about the current situation in 
Southern Africa in the context of climate change and 
natural disasters. The boys returned with some     
inspirational ideas and actions to ensure a better   
future for all.  

 

St Ignatius College marks its 125th Anniversary this year 

and celebrations kicked off in style with a formal dinner for our 
alumni and special guests. We were delighted to welcome over 
190 guests to this special evening with alumni flying in from all 
around the world, including Len Privitera, who left the College in 
1946, arriving from San Francisco to be with us. We were able to 
reconnect with many of our past students and 
hope to see some of them again as they sup-
port our students with careers initiatives. It 
was a wonderful occasion for all.  
AMDG!  

Yr 12 kicked off the academic year with an induction 
held at Herts Young Mariners, a well-established outdoor 
education specialist located in nearby Cheshunt. The day 
saw the boys having fun, taking to the water on canoes 
and working together in teams to build rafts to race across 
the lake. It was a great way for the boys to bond in their 
new year group and help get them in a positive and enthusiastic mind-
set, ready for their first year of A Level study.   

 

 

Our Macmillian Coffee Morning raised a grand  £240 - 

thanks to all those who baked it, faked it and donated!  



Music Trip to the Royal Albert Hall  

In September we went to see one of the BBC Proms concerts at the Royal Albert Hall with 30 

students. The concert was given by the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra and featured music by 

Smetana, Tchaikovsky and Shostakovich. It was a wonderful occasion and the music was per-

formed beautifully. The students had a fantastic view from their balcony seats and a great time 

was had by all. 

2019 Captaincy Team  

Congratulations to our Captaincy Team who 

received their ties earlier this term  in a 

special ceremony held in our Chapel. These 

young men and women play an important 

role within our community. Well done to all 

our ‘Men and Women For Others’.  

AMDG! 

“Ad Majorem De Gloriam: 

for the greater glory of God” 

Sixth Form students attended a production 

by Safe Drive Stay Alive .The production 

highlights the  importance of road safety 

for students who have just begun their 

driving careers. Everyone found this an 

informative and powerful event.  

Follow us on Twitter @St_Ignatius where 

you can keep up with all the   

latest news and events         

happening in school 



Three of our Captaincy Team attended a   

Jesuit Leadership Conference to help them 
to learn more about student leadership with other Jes-
uit Schools from across the country.  
 
The day helped them to understand what makes a 
good leader and how to develop their own qualities, 
help nurture the qualities of others and how to moti-
vate a team.  

Students attended a STEM 
Careers Day held as part 

of the BBC Young Reporter 
initiative at Broadcasting 
House. Students were set 
four challenges by BBC tech-
nology staff and competed 
against other schools to com-
plete them. We are pleased 
to say that our boys came 1

st
 in all the challenges and 

really impressed the BBC staff with their ideas and an-
swers. Well done boys!  

Students and staff were happy to celebrate the European Day of Languages recently. 

The day helps to highlight to the students the importance of understanding that languages are 
bridges to bring countries and cultures together. Some of our Year 12 and Year 11 students 
came to talk to our KS3 classes about the importance of learning a foreign language at KS4. It 
was an inspiring session. Gracias and Merci to all who made this day happen! 

KEY DATES  

AND EVENTS  

 

31 Oct Sixth Form Open  

  Evening 

22 Nov INSET Day 

26 Nov Early closure  

  Yr 7,8,10,11,12 

10 Dec Carol Service 

17 Dec Speech Night  

18 Dec End of term early  

  closure  

Congratulations to students Alan and Igor, who have been taking the Taekwondo 

world by storm, winning Gold and Silver at the recent London International Open 

and a Bronze at the National Championships. In November they attend the      

International Taekwondo Championship in Manchester. Well done boys and good 

luck to you both!  

National Poetry Day  

Students were waxing lyrical on National Poetry Day at 
the College this month. Every subject had its own dedi-
cated poem and during their  English lessons students 
composed wonderful poems that they shared with their 
classes. The poems were well crafted and eloquently 
delivered. Congratulations everyone. We hope you had 
a lot of fun!  



Our Year 12 students took a trip to the London 
University and Apprenticeship Search Fair. 
The fair is a perfect way for students to choose 
which course or pathway is right for them when 

they leave the College. This exciting and informative event provides our 
students with the opportunity to speak to a wide variety of universities, col-
leges and apprenticeship providers face to face. Our students made the 
most of this opportunity and came away full of ideas and enthusiasm for 
their future.  
 
The deadline for this year’s early applications to UCAS for our current Yr 
13 closed this week. We were delighted to have a number of students apply this year for   
Medicine/Oxbridge and wish them every success with their applications. The rest of Year 
13 are busy finishing their personal statements and finalising their university choices.  
Good luck to everyone!  

Spiritual retreats allow time for reflection, prayer or meditation and were established in       

today’s form by St Ignatius of Loyola in his Spiritual    
Exercises so it is really special for our students to be 
able to follow in his footsteps. Our Year 7s were         
introduced to retreat recently by our Chaplain,               
Mr Dawson, where they found out about St Ignatius and 
enjoyed a guided meditation. It was wonderful for our 
new students to take time out to be together as a group 
to bond and reflect.  

Yr 10 students have taken part in the Speak Out Challenge, organised by the Jack Petchey 

Foundation. This is a one day work shop that aims to build confidence for public speaking and 

develop  communi-

cation skills. The 

training will help 

them to use effec-

tive communication 

for their education, 

employ-ability and 

for social change.  

Enrichment Programme: There is a lot happening at school after the final bell goes with 

some new additions to the Enrichment Programme.  

Art Club will be taking place on a Thursday and Chess Club on a Monday.  

We have a wide and varied programme, from STEM Club to Gardening Club to Mandarin. 

Check out our website for the full timetable and come and join in the fun!  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_self-reflection
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prayer_in_Buddhism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meditation


Want to make new friends, have fun and learn new skills? Come and join us!                                                         

3
rd

 Waltham Cross Scout Group have a motivated team who run a fun packed programme for 
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts.  Scouting is about Fun, Teamwork and Adventure.  Our group is 
open to girls and boys between the age of 6-14. 

Activities at weekly meetings include games, craft, camp and  outdoor skills, in-
terest and proficiency badges plus lots more. Come and give it a try, Mon-
day evenings term time only at St Joseph’s Church Hall, Waltham Cross. 
Please contact Michael Leith 07920 050966 for more information. 

For those of you who are new to the College welcome to FIGS, the 

Friends of St Ignatius College. FIGS organises fundraising and so-

cial events for everyone: get involved and help raise some money! 

You shop directly with the retailer as you 

would normally, but if you sign up to: www.easyfundraising.org.uk for free and use the links on 

the easyfundraising site to take you to your chosen retailer, then a percentage of  whatever 

you spend comes directly to your  nominated cause (FIGs) at no extra cost to yourself.  

Join us for our Christmas Quiz Night 

Friday 15th November from 7pm 

For more information or to enter your team contact:  

stignatius.quiz@gmail.com 

The initiative Easyfundraising is steadily 

raising money for FIGs, but it desperately 

needs the support of many more people in 

the St Ignatius community in order to have a 

significant impact on fundraising. So how 

does it work? 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk



