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UPCOMING EVENTS 

March  

 Spring Concert (27 
Mar) 

 Y8 Parents’ Evening 
(22 Mar) 

 End of Spring Term - 
Early Closure (29 

KS3 LITERACY WEEK - 26 Feb to 2 Mar 2018 
The 26 February saw the start of our Literacy 
week.  A variety of events were arranged 
including a Creative Writing Master Class, 
debates, ‘Reading with Mrs Davies’ session, a 
Spelling Bee and finished with a visit from Holly 
Hopkins, a poet who demonstrated poetry 
writing techniques with students of whom she spoke very highly. 

The students thoroughly enjoyed this focus on literacy even with 
the adverse weather. 

We were delighted to host poet Holly Hopkins on 
Friday 2nd March as part of the college's Literacy 
Week. 

Ms Hopkins gave a presentation on 'Poetry and literacy' to 
a Year  7 group. This was preceded by poetry readings from 
our guest and from our pupils. Christopher Kwakye (7S) 
won an award following his reading of his own composition, 
'Too Late'. He received a signed copy of ‘Soon Every House 
Will Have One’, Ms Hopkins award-winning 
2014 poetry collection. Prizes also went to Michael Woodward 

(7A) and Joel Nana Ossie Nimoh (7C) for their readings. 

Year 8 pupils engaged in a workshop exploring the idea of transformation and 
change, inspired by Ms Hopkins poem 'Spring'. Following guided writing sessions 
they began to develop their own animal transformation poems. 

In Delving into Donne',  KS5 pupils  worked with Ms Hopkins on a close 
reading of 'The Flea' by the Metaphysical poet John Donne. This 
session gave them further insight into one of their set texts for 

their English Literature A Level. 

Undaunted by the snowy 
conditions pupils engaged 
wonderfully with a range of poems and had a 
creative and successful day. 

Mr Huntley, English Teacher 

In many ways, it has been a long 2 weeks since our last newsletter. The challenges of 
the Beast from the East were significant.  I am incredibly grateful to all our staff who 
ensured that we remained open to students.   I am also grateful for the support of the 
vast majority of parents.  It is never easy to decide whether or not to close the school, 
but once students and staff are safe, we can and will remain open. 

Despite those challenges, staff continued to provide excellent opportunities for 
students which you will read about in the newsletter but the highlights are our literacy 
week, the music trip to Belgium, our Geography fieldtrip and the English GCSE trip to 
Poetry Live.   

We received our admissions numbers for year 7 2018 from Enfield last week and I am 
delighted that we are significantly oversubscribed and have a long waiting list.  It is 
pleasing that so many families want Jesuit education for their sons.  We look forward 
to welcoming new students to the College and working with their families.  

We have 7 teaching weeks left until the public exams begin.  Please keep year 11 
and year 13 students (and their families) in your thoughts and prayers in this final 
stage of their studies.   

With every best wish 

M O’Keeffe, Headteacher 



 

 

 

 
“Ad majorem de gloriam—for the greater glory of God” 

YEAR 9 OPTIONS EVENING 
We were delighted to welcome our Year 9 Parents 
to the College’s very  important Year 9 Options 
evening on Thursday 22nd February.   

It was wonderful to have almost a 100% turnout of 
parents and students who had the opportunity of 
visiting a variety of subjects that will be on offer at 
GCSE.  Subject leaders were available to discuss 
all aspects of the course to enable parents and 
students to make the right choices. 

Thank you to all of the parents for their support. 

GCSE POETRY LIVE 
Forty-six Year 11 students were inspired and 
entertained by poets at the GCSE Poetry Live 
Conference held at the Dominion Theatre. Students 
had the privilege of hearing Carol Ann Duffy, Gillian 
Clarke, Imtiaz Dharker, Simon Armitage, Daljit 
Nagra, Owen Sheers and of course, John Agard 
read and explain some of their poems.       

During the Examiners’ Sessions, students had the 
opportunity to listen to AQA Chief Examiner, Tony 
Childs give advice on tackling the unseen poems. 
Students really benefited and were inspired. 

Mrs Campbell-Simms 

ENFIELD MAYORS COMPETITION 
For the past two weeks our students in Years 7 and 8 
have been working through a creative writing Scheme of 
Work in preparation for the Enfield Mayor’s Competition. 
Students were given the theme ‘movement’ and had to 
independently write a 500-700 word short story. We 
whittled down approx 360 entries to select just 4 in the 
entire Year 7 and 8 cohort. Entries were sent off on the 
6th March. 
  
The students created some wonderful stories which 
were written with flair and sophistication.  Hopefully we 
have a winner! 
  
The English Department will also be awarding 1st, 
2nd and 3rd prizes and certificates for the best stories.  
Winners will be confirmed shortly. 
A. Mangera 

YOUTH SPEAKS! 
On Thursday 8th February, St Ignatius College took part in the Borough of Enfield Rotary Club Youth Speaks 
Competition which was held at Kingsmead School. Ranjeet Singh spoke on behalf of the team, persuading them 
that ‘Modern technology is killing the art of conversation’. His topic challenged listeners to reflect on the way 

they allow the use of social media and technology to interfere with 
face to face interaction with others. Sean Dougan performed his role 
as Chairperson with great skill and Samuel Nkansa removed the 
‘Vote of Thanks’ with equal confidence.  
 
The boys were excellent ambassadors for the College. English 
Teacher, Mrs Campbell-Simms, who accompanied the boys to the 
competition said: “The boys performed exceptionally and they put a 
lot of hard work into preparing for this event. They have benefitted 
immensely from this experience.”     
Mrs Campbell-Simms 

YEAR 11 GCSE GEOGRAPHY FIELDTRIP 
As part of their GCSE course, 96 Year 11 Geographers 
undertook two days of fieldwork on the 26th and 27th 
February. The days involved the collection of both hu-
man and physical geographical data. One day was 
spent investigating 'The fluvial process of Loughton 
Brook' located in Epping Forest and the other investigat-
ing 'The success of regeneration in Stratford'. The pupils 
braved the unseasonable conditions brought in by the 
'Beast from the East' and despite the strong winds and 
heavy snowfall collected vital data in preparation for 
their GCSE exams.   

It was great to see the pupils use the skills learnt in the 
classroom in the real world and gave many a taste of 
fieldwork which they build on at A level in the Lake Dis-
trict and Iceland. As always the pupils were a credit to 
the department and the school, representing the school 
with distinction throughout the two days. A massive 
thank you to all the staff involved in both the planning of 
the day as well as the day itself.   

Geography is Everything. 

R. Jones 



 

 

 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACT  

DETAILS 

Could parents please ensure 

they provide the school with 

updated contact details if the 

information (home/mobile num-

ber/address/email address etc.) 

we hold on our system has 

changed.  We ask that we have 

THREE contact numbers for 

each student.  It is vital that we 

have the correct details to en-

sure we are able to make con-

tact with you if necessary. 

 

MEDICATION 

If your child has been diag-

nosed with a new medical con-

dition, please inform student 

services. 

 

 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

If you feel your son may be eli-

gible for Free School Meals, 

please contact the school for 

further information.  It is critical 

that those who are entitled to 

this provision apply.  It benefits 

both the family and school as 

we receive additional funding.   

 

 

LOST PROPERTY 

There are a large number of 

unclaimed items in our Lost 

Property area.  Please ask your 

son to check with Student Ser-

vices if he has mislaid anything 

OR please phone the school 

and speak with Student Ser-

vices on extension 249 or 252. 

 

 

UNIFORM AND APPEARANCE 

Please remember that  ALL arti-

cles of clothing need to be 

clearly marked with the stu-

dent’s name. Please also  en-

sure hair styles confirm to our 

expectations. 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 11 PARENTS—EXAMINATION TIMETABLE 
Please could you check your son’s examination timetable and especially 
"names on certificate" which will be in the format of "Forename, 
Middle Initial, Surname". This should be the same name as on any of his 
other official documentation i.e. Birth Certificate, Passport etc. If the 
certificate and names do not match, your son may have problems in the 
future. If this information is incorrect, please ask you son to see Mr 
Taverner, Exams Officer immediately.   
Mr Taverner 

ANTI-BULLYING AMBASSADORS 

We are looking for students to become 
Anti-bullying Ambassadors.  Any student 
who is interested in this should write a 
letter explaining why he would be a good 
candidate for this role and post the 
application into the box at Student 
Services.  

More information can be obtained from 
Mrs Henderson or Mrs Di Pierrro. 

  

 



 

 

 

 

After all the snow last week Sixth Formers have now settled back down to hard work as the start of 
exams is now only a couple of months away.   

The search for our new College Captain is well underway.  Last Thursday, in a special assembly, 
candidates were given the opportunity to give a short talk on a subject of their choice to the rest of their 

year group.  These were varied and interesting and gave an opportunity to 
demonstrate public speaking, a key part of being College Captain.  Following the 
talks, five candidates were  invited to an interview with Mrs O'Keeffe and the 
Sixth Form Team.  All College staff have been voting for who they think would 
make the best College Captain.  We should have the final results and who will be 
on the Captaincy team by the end of the week. 

On Wednesday afternoon Brendan McCabe, the new school governor, came to speak to our 
students.  His talk focused on his career in banking and his experience of the finance industry.  Eighty 
students attended and asked a variety of questions from what qualities he preferred in a graduate 
employee to his opinion on the stability of a career in finance.  We are grateful to Mr McCabe for giving 
us his time and expertise. 

All Year 12 students will be attending the North London Higher Education Fair on Friday 8 March at 
Middlesex University  There they will meet representatives from over 50 of the top universities, be able 
to tour the campus and get advice on how to construct the perfect personal statement. 

MUSIC FOR YOUTH REGIONAL FESTIVAL 
 

On Tuesday the Jazz Band, lead by Ms McDonagh, 
performed at the annual Music for Youth Regional Festival 
held at the Union Chapel in Islington. This is the UK's 
biggest festival of youth music, featuring a huge range of 
performances of music across a broad range of genres and 
age ranges with a small number being selected to perform 
at the Schools' Proms in the Royal Albert Hall.  
 
At the festival the Jazz Band decided to perform two pieces; 'Red Clay' by Freddie Hubbard and their 
own composition 'Beautiful Lady', which featured the vocal talents of drummer Sam Asamoah. The 
band's performance drew warm praise from the judges, who were particularly impressed with the 
composition talents of the group. The feedback received was also very positive and constructive with a 
lot of helpful advice. We will wait and see if we are selected for the National Festival in the next couple 
of months!                Mr Duguid 

ENFIELD SCHOOLS MUSIC FESTIVAL 2018 
 

On Wednesday 7th March, the Orchestra, fresh from their performance in Belgium, 
performed at the Millfield Theatre for the Enfield Schools Festival. The event included 
a number of ensembles from schools across the borough and the pupils put on a 
fantastic show, performing with confidence and style to the large audience. We 
performed 'Capriccio Espagnol' by Rimsky-Korsakov, 'Chanson de Matin' by Elgar 

and 'Radetsky March' by J. Strauss. The students were 
well supported by a number of parents who came along 
to listen and we also benefited from hearing the 
excellent performers from the other schools.     

Mr Duguid 



  

  

CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA CONCERT TOUR TO BELGUIM—MARCH 2018 

Both the Choir and Orchestra had their trip to Belgium from Friday 2nd to Monday 5th 
March. It was a really packed weekend, with a number of performances and 
sightseeing opportunities that the students really enjoyed. Here is a rundown of what we did:-  

Friday 2nd 

Travelled from St Ignatius College to the Europa Youth Hostel in Bruges via Coach and Ferry. 
We had some slightly unfortunate delays as the coach broke down heading to Dover, but we 
managed to make it in time to have a quick rehearsal in the evening in preparation for our 
concerts. 

Saturday 3rd  

We travelled first to Ypres in the morning, where the Orchestra gave a performance (in 
very cold weather!) outside the 'In Flanders Fields' museum. Following this, all the 
students visited the museum and the impact on them of seeing and hearing about the 
tragic events in the area during World War I was significant.  

Sunday 4th 

On this day we stayed in Bruges, having a trip in the morning 
to the 'Choco Story' Chocolate Museum. During this trip we learned about the history of 
chocolate and got to see a demonstration of how Belgian Praline chocolates are made, as 
well as having a chance to sample many different varieties. A very 
popular excursion!  

In the afternoon we headed for the beautiful St Salavor's Cathedral in 
central Bruges for our main concert. This was a really demanding 
performance for the students as we were performing the entire 1hr 

30mins concert on our own, which had been promoted around Bruges. Some students handed 
out flyers at the entrance and we soon had a large audience who stayed and listened to our 

performance. The Choir and Orchestra both performed varied sets 
of music, opening with a combined performance of the College 
hymn 'Beatum Pangimus' and ending with both groups performing 
a new arrangement of 'Lean on Me' by Mr Duguid for the trip. We 
also featured a number of soloists, including Luke Jones and 
Sanjay Karunakaran on Piano, Leon Srikantha and Omoruyi 
Usuanlele on Cello, Daniel O'Brien on Violin, Kevin Osei-Agyepong 
on the Cajon, Vince Cagoyong on Guitar and Jordan Harris 
Raghnal and Gabriel Sigua Singing. The students performed 
extremely well and a number of the audience members gave a standing ovation at the 

end!  

In the evening after the concert we decided to visit a local Bowling alley for a bit of rest 
and relaxation. The students and staff got to show off their skills (although Mr Poulter 
wiped the floor with us all!). 

Monday 5th 

On our final day we checked out of the hostel and headed back to Ghent to 
visit the staff and students of Sint-Barbara College, a Jesuit school in the city. 
We were taken aback by their wonderful hospitality, when they met us and 
gave us some background to their history with a warm welcome from the 
Headteacher. We shared music with each other, teaching their students the 
college hymn 'Beatum Pangimus' while they taught us their school song, 'En 
Todo'. We joined forces following rehearsals to perform both of these along 
with a grand finale of 'Lean on Me'. This was a really great experience for us 

all and we both discussed the possibility 
of undertaking an exchange or reciprocal 
visit in the future.  

Before departing, their English teacher Mr P Vinck gave us a very 
informative and fascinating tour of the city, complete with a great 
deal of historical information. 
All the staff and students were 
very keen to return to visit.  

Mr Duguid 



  

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 

Congratulations to the following pupils as they have reached a Milestone Achievement award. 

 

Dewnith Perera 9A 

Leonardo Borges 9S 

150 Achievement Awards  - Gold Pin Award 

75 Achievement Awards  - Silver Pin Award 

Jeriah Male 7C Savan Patel 9S Jess Fitzgerald 9P 

Theo Lysandrou 7L Viran Burrun 9A Gabriel Sousa 9L 

Joe Olszewski 7L Ruairi McGonagle 9P Chinedum Chinaka 9S 

Fadi Mostefai 7S Brijraj Bhugaloo 9G Delano Javier Byfield 10P 

Brian Agbamuche 7C Malachi Annan 9P Omoruyi Usuanlele 10C 

Luke Jones 9C Kevin Buja 9C Tochukwu Nwabuisi 10C 

100 Achievement Awards  - Head Teachers Award 

Nikhil Juggessur 7A Tony Webster 8P Samuel Nkansah 9P 

Aldrich Fernandes 7C Felix Korsah 8S K.J Babajide 9P 

Aaron Opoku-Brown 7C Paul Lu 9C John Haruna 9P 

Antony Jose 7L Emmanuel Onyeso 9C Frankie Graham-Reid 9S 

Lorcan Addison 7S Remell Fenton-West 9C Damian Kasperkowicz 9S 

Rudi Warren 8C Jadon Arthur 9G Jordan Harris-Raghnal 10G 

Marco Falzone 8C Kwame Okyere 9G David Deocares 10L 

Paris Oka 8G Venice Cagoyong 9L    

Christopher Ssemakula 8L Daniel Adegbile 9L    

125 Achievement Awards  - Ignation Certificate 

Marco Kennedy 7C Emmanuel Abbey 9G 

Oliver Koniuszewski 7L Will French 9P 

Thomas Ross 7P Emmanuel Dinsundi 9P 

Dewnith Perera 9A Leonardo Borges 9S 

Stephen Igweh 9C Sean Dougan 9S 

Matthew Amatino 9C Nahome Tekeste 9S 

Fintan Shaw 9G Richmond Fosuhene 8S 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 

Congratulations to the following pupils as they have reached a Milestone Achievement award. 

 

   

50 Achievement Awards  - Gold Pin Award 

75 Achievement Awards  - Silver Pin Award 

Shadai Awilo- 8C Dave Amoah 9A Kevin Harrison 9G 

Kwame Agyemang 8G Ausca Anunobi 9A Aaron Fernandez 9P 

Rhys Williams 8L Tyreid Savage 9A    

100 Achievement Awards  - Head Teachers Award 

Rory Connolly- 7A Sean Anyaogu 9G    

Jake Allison 9A Ali Ozdemir 9P    

125 Achievement Awards  - Ignation Certificate 

Tom French 7L    

COLLEGE COMPANIONS 

A big thank you to all of our College Companions over the last two weeks for all the fantastic work they do 

in helping our  visitors and staff.   

St Ignatius College Companions 

26 February - 8 March 2018 

Name Form Name Form Name Form 

Ephraim Turkson  8A Shona Kudyidwa  8S Myles Sekajja Kasirivu 8S 

Miko Puno 8A Victor Alloh 8C Khan Naqvi 8A 

Ivan Yao  8C James Randle  8S Jason Martinez Agudelo 8L 

Congratulations to all of the students who have also reached 50 and 25 

Achievement points.   



Mr Dawson and Mrs Kennedy are running the London Marathon next month to 
raise money for Jesuit Missions.  Jesuit Missions is a charity close to our hearts. 
They work hard to change the lives of many across the world, challenging social 
injustice and supporting the poor and marginalised.  
 
We are very proud of our colleagues who are taking on the challenge of the 
marathon to raise money for this cause.  Please show your support by donating 
whatever you can.  

 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=anne-marie-
kennedy&pageUrl=1 
 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?
userUrl=JohnDawson40&pageUrl=1 

  


