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Dear Parent/Carer  
  
Further to Mrs O’Keeffe’s letter outlining the general plans for a return to school, I am writing to 
inform you of the specific details for your son’s year group.   
Reference will be made to the following document and quotations will be in italics, Guidance for 
full opening schools:   
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-
outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-1-public-health-advice-to-minimise-
coronavirus-covid-19-risks  
  
Health   
The health, safety and wellbeing of all in our community is our priority. It is essential that pupils, 
staff and other adults do not come into the school if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) 
symptoms, or have tested positive in the last seven days, and that anyone developing those 
symptoms during the school day is sent home. It is also vital that you arrange a test immediately 
if you or your child exhibits symptoms.   
 
If anyone in the school becomes unwell, they will be sent home and advised to follow ‘stay at 
home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) 
infection’, which sets out that they should arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus 
(COVID-19) and must self-isolate for at least 7 days.    
  
We are taking a number of measures to limit the spread of infections, including:  
· ensuring robust hand hygiene and as well as insisting that all in our community have their own 
hand sanitiser.  
· providing hand sanitiser in all rooms and offices.  
· installing outside hand washing basins and soap at various locations around the school.    
· enhanced cleaning arrangements especially of communal surfaces such as bannisters and door 
handles.  
· active engagement with NHS Test and Trace.  
· providing lidded bins in all classrooms to avoid the spread of germs.  
  
We have a collective responsibility for the health and wellbeing of our community. We have 
many who live with vulnerable people, and so we must be mindful that we are not just responsible 
for our health but that of others. When we come to school, and when we return to our homes, we 
may unwittingly be carrying the virus. Strict hygiene, including hand hygiene, is critical.    
  
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-1-public-health-advice-to-minimise-coronavirus-covid-19-risks
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-1-public-health-advice-to-minimise-coronavirus-covid-19-risks
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#section-1-public-health-advice-to-minimise-coronavirus-covid-19-risks
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested


The start of term dates and times.  
 
To ensure the site is prepared and that all staff and students are inducted carefully and rigorously, 
we have changed the start date for Year 7.   Students will be expected in school at 8:30 am 
on Wednesday the 9th September. As one of our safety measures, currently, we feel that we 
will not be able to have parents on the school site: only students may enter the gates. We 
understand how important this day is for you so please know that we would not take these 
measures if not necessary. Your sons will start the day with a Service of Enrolment and then 
spend the day with their tutors completing activities and learning about the new operations in 
school.   The students will be dismissed at 2:40 pm.  
  
Zoning and year group ‘bubbles.’  
We intend to keep students in their year group ‘bubble’ (i.e. students will only mix with students 
in their year group) and to zone teaching areas for different year groups as far as possible. We 
will mix students within their year group bubble, e.g. reconfiguring the year group for their Maths 
sets at Key Stage 3. Our intention is that students will not be mixing outside their year groups.   
  
Attendance  
In March, when the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak was increasing, the DfE said that no parent 
would be penalised or sanctioned for their child’s non-attendance at school. However, as the 
situation has now changed, school attendance will be mandatory again from the beginning of the 
autumn term.  
  
Behaviour 
There will be strict Codes of Conduct to ensure the safety of all in our community, and it is critical 
that all students work with us. We are responsible for ourselves and one another, and we cannot 
have any student flout our rules as it is simply too dangerous to do so. Students who choose not 
to work with us are at risk of being sent home, and we require your support with this measure to 
ensure everyone’s safety.    
  
Travel arrangements  
The Government is urging people, where possible, to walk, cycle or drive and to limit the use of 
public transport. I would ask that you consider how your son travels to and from school. I 
understand that for some families there will be no alternative to public transport and where that is 
the case, please follow government guidance regarding your safety. We will update you with 
information regarding the school buses and public transportation when we receive these details 
from TFL.  
  
Uniform and appearance  
Our usual standards of uniform and appearance will apply. Students will need to be in full uniform 
and as the guidance indicates: Uniforms do not need to be cleaned any more often than usual, 
nor do they need to be cleaned using methods which are different from normal. Appearance and 
uniform are fundamental to good attitudes to learning.  
  
Equipment  
All students must have equipment and resources that they need and only bring the booklets and 
exercise books for that day’s learning. Students will need to be independent as staff will not be 
able to lend students equipment once they have been resourced on their induction day. 
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Catering  
These changes will also affect students’ access to food from the dining hall at break time and at 
lunchtime. There will also be a more limited selection for students.    
Even with a staggered lunch, we will not be able to offer a sit-down meal for all boys at lunchtime. 
In order to keep year groups separate, at each break and lunchtime, one-year group will have 
access to the food pod and the other year group will have access to the dining hall. Boys eating 
packed lunch will eat them on their respective playgrounds. The dining area will need to be 
cleaned in between different year groups having their break and lunch.  
  
Our intention is to convert lunch payments to students’ Oyster cards instead of using the thumb 
readers. Students will register their Oyster card on our system on their first day here in September 
so please ensure you have applied for one and that they bring it with them on that day. Our 
cashless catering system is linked to ‘ParentPay’, an online payment system which enables you 
to top up the child’s allowance to the school as well as make other payments for things such as 
trips. Parents will be sent a username and password with instructions of how to log in and top up 
the child’s oyster card in the first two weeks of July. We recommend the first minimum payment 
of £30.00. 
If a child is entitled to free school meals, he will still need an Oyster card as £3.00 will be added 
to his card each day so he can purchase a main meal at lunchtime. We are working with the 
catering company to enable parents/students to pre order and prepay for food a week or even 
more in advance so that students collect their prepacked order. 
   
Before and after school activities both in and outside school  
To limit cross transmission between year groups, apart from Mandarin, initially in September, we 
will not be running our extensive after school enrichment offer. We hope to resume our offer in 
October but will review the situation carefully. We will also suspend our breakfast club for the first 
couple of weeks. The DfE guidance advises parents to limit the number of different wraparound 
providers they access, as far as possible and so I ask you to consider this carefully. 
  
Curriculum  
In line with government guidance, we will maintain our broad curriculum and do not intend to 
narrow the curriculum on offer to students. We will deliver our planned timetabled curriculum as 
far as possible. It is incredibly important that students are reading, both for pleasure and to gain 
knowledge. Please encourage your child to read widely over the summer holiday.  
  
 
Support for students with SEND needs  
We are exploring how best to deploy our support staff to ensure all students receive the support 
they are due.  
  



 
These times are unprecedented and require us to be flexible, but we aim to provide stability and 
continuity of learning to ensure your son continues to progress. To further support us in this effort, 
please ensure that over the summer you have your son prepared for the beginning of the year. 
This preparation will include going through this guidance with him as well as ensuring that he 
returns to a routine by insisting he maintains regular sleep patterns. 
 
We look forward to his return in September.   
  
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr Cassidy  

 
 
Assistant Head for KS3.  
 
 
 

 


