
Laudato Si Week Challenge 3 
The climate is a common good 
Passages from Laudato Si'  
# 2 This sister [the earth] now cries out to us because of the 
harm we have inflicted on her by our irresponsible use and 
abuse of the goods with which God has endowed her. We 
have come to see ourselves as her lords and masters, entitled 
to plunder her at will. The violence present in our hearts, 
wounded by sin, is also reflected in the symptoms of sickness 
evident in the soil, in the water, in the air and in all forms of 

life. This is why the earth herself, burdened and laid waste, is among the most abandoned and maltreated of our 
poor.  

# 21 The earth, our home, is beginning to look more and more like an immense pile of filth.  

# 23 The climate is a common good, belonging to all and meant for all. # 25 Climate change is a global problem with 
grave implications: environmental, social, economic, political and for the distribution of goods. It represents one of 
the principal challenges facing humanity in our day.  

# 158 In the present condition of global society, where injustices abound and growing numbers of people are 
deprived of basic human rights and considered expendable, the principle of the common good immediately 
becomes, logically and inevitably, a summons to solidarity and a preferential option for the poorest of our brothers 
and sisters. 

Examination of conscience: 
You are invited to undertake an examination of conscience, and reflect on ways you may have turned away from 
loving God, our neighbour and the earth.  

• How do my actions show that I love my neighbour, especially those who are living in poverty?  
• Do I strive to cherish and protect creation, remembering that God is the creator of all? In what ways do I do 

this?  
• What are my dreams and ambitions? How do these reflect the Christian conviction that "less is more"? #222 

Act: 
Watch the film - The common good at: https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Climate-reflections 

Pray:  
O God of the poor,  
help us to rescue the abandoned  
and forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes.  
Bring healing to our lives,  
that we may protect the earth 
and not prey on it,  
that we may sow beauty,  
not pollution and destruction. 
Extract from ‘A prayer for our earth’, Laudato Si’ 
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