
Laudato Si Week Challenge 2 
Creation is a caress of God  
Passages from Laudato Si'  
# 1 Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us that our common home 
is like a sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful 
mother who opens her arms to embrace us.  

# 12 What is more, Saint Francis, faithful to Scripture, invites 
us to see nature as a magnificent book in which God speaks to 
us and grants us a glimpse of his infinite beauty and goodness.  

# 11 If we approach nature and the environment without this 
openness to awe and wonder, if we no longer speak the language of fraternity and beauty in our relationship with 
the world, our attitude will be that of masters, consumers, ruthless exploiters, unable to set limits on their 
immediate needs. By contrast, if we feel intimately united with all that exists, then sobriety and care will well up 
spontaneously.  

# 82 It would be mistaken to view other living beings as mere objects subjected to arbitrary human domination. 
Completely at odds with this model are the ideals of harmony, justice, fraternity and peace as proposed by Jesus.  

# 146 It is essential to show special care for indigenous communities and their cultural traditions. They are not 
merely one minority among others, but should be the principal dialogue partners, especially when large projects 
affecting their land are proposed. For them, land is not a commodity but rather a gift from God and from their 
ancestors who rest there, a sacred space with which they need to interact if they are to maintain their identity and 
values. When they remain on their land, they themselves care for it best. 

Reflect:  
“Think of the earth. It is life.” How would you describe your relationship with your surroundings; with the birds and 
the sky? 

Saint Francis invites us to see “nature as a magnificent book in which God speaks to us” #11.  

• How can we listen to what God is saying to us today through the environment and our neighbours living in 
poverty?  

• In what ways has the world become a place where harm is inflicted on the earth and people living in 
poverty?  

Act: 
 Go out into a nearby park or garden, and bring back a symbol which speaks to you. Reflect on what this means with 
your family. If you are unable to go outside during the session, set aside time to do this during the week.  

Pray:  
I believe in God and in nature as an inheritance which humanity has in common. I enjoy the smell of the earth and 
the caress of the sun, the wind and the rain. I enjoy the song of the birds and the murmur of the breeze that rustles 
the trees. I like contemplating the crops, listening to the sigh of the corn fields, seeing the surge of the rice fields and 
waiting for the smell of ripe fruit. I believe in all God’s creatures, large and small.  

A creed for creation by Erasmo Valiente, Jesuit Development Service, El Salvador. 
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