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Introduction to history: 
What is History?  
What did the Romans 
do for us? An enquiry 
into the Roman impact 
on Britain. 
Roman Britain: Did 
being part of the 
Roman empire change 
Britain?  
 

The Normans: Why 

was 1066 a turning 

point? Medieval 

Religion: What did 

people believe in the 

Medieval period? 

What was it like to live 
in Medieval England? 
Society and life in the 
Medieval period, with 
a focus on the Black 
Death 
 

The Tudors: The level 
of political, religious 
and social upheaval.  
 
Why did Henry break 

from the Catholic 

Church? 

What challenges did 

Elizabeth I face? 

How far was 

Elizabethan England a 

Golden Age? 

The Stuarts and the 

English Civil War: Why 

did Charles lose his 

head? 

How did power shift in 

the Early Modern 

period? 

 

Early Modern Ordinary 

Lives: 

To what extent did 

ordinary lives get 

better 1500-1750? 

What was the impact 

of the Renaissance on 

Europe?  

The aim of the History Department is to enable students to construct an understanding of the world in which they live and to be able to critically 

engage in historical debates about the past.  We aim to inspire a lifelong love of history and want to develop passionate historians and independent 

learners who recognise the intrinsic value of knowledge. We expect our students to dedicate themselves towards mastering the craft of the historian 

and have the competence in asking questions in order to understand the impact and relevance of the past. As Ignatians we aim to help them to 

develop their conscience - their moral compass and understanding of their own choices - as well as enhancing their compassion towards others as 

responsible members of our community and society.  
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Cultural Encounters in 

the Early Modern 

Period: Do pirates 

deserve a bad 

reputation? Who 

benefitted from the 

slave trade in Britain?  

 

Child workers in the 

Industrial period. The 

reasons for child 

labour. Overview of 

the Industrial period: 

Why were towns and 

cities unhealthy in the 

19th Century?  

The Early Modern 

Period: Spanish 

colonisation of the 

Americas.  

Industrial Aspects of 

Empire: Should we be 

proud of the British 

empire? 

Wider Worlds Africa: 

History of Benin. 

Should the British 

Museum return the 

Benin Bronzes? 

The legacy of Empire. 

British civil rights. How 

multicultural is Britain 

now?  
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World War One: the 

causes, key battles, 

developments in 

weaponry 

Germany: How did 

Hitler rise to power 

between WWI and 

WWII? 

Nazi Germany: how did 

the Nazis gain and 

keep control of 

Germany? How far did 

life change for youth, 

women and workers? 

The Holocaust: How 

did the Holocaust 

happen? Why did no 

one stop it? What was 

resistance like? 

World War Two: What 

were the Causes of 

WWII and how did it 

differ from WWI? 

The Cold War: What 

was the Cold War? 

Origins. 

The Cold War: 

Flashpoints and crises. 

 


