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Topic: What is a 
geographer? 
 Intent:  To introduce 
Yr7 students to the 
skills necessary to 
study Geography 
successfully at KS3 
and beyond.  To 
introduce the 
threshold concepts of 
‘place’ and ‘scale’ by 
studying our local 
area and considering 
its’ place in the wider 
context of London.  
 

Topic: Is the earth 
running out of 
resources? 
Intent:  The intent of 
this topic is that all 
students gain an 
understanding of the 
consequences of our 
resource use, are able 
to debate the causes 
and effects of climate 
change, study water 
scarcity in different 
parts of the world and 
begin to explain how 
we are affecting the 
natural world. The ‘big 
question’ for this topic 
is ‘Can we give up oil?’ 
 

Topic: Earning a living 
Intent:  The intent of 
this topic is that pupils 
learn about the 
different jobs that 
people do in the UK, 
understand how the 
nature of work has 
and continues to 
change, see how the 
UK economy works 
and debate the 
impacts of Brexit on 
the UK economy. The 
‘big question’ in this 
unit is ‘How will Brexit 
affect life and work in 
the UK?’ 
 

Topic: Our Changing 
Climate 
Intent:  The intent of 
this topic is to enable 
students to explore the 
big question ‘What 
shapes our weather?’. 
In doing this they will 
learn why the UK has 
such distinctive 
weather, how and why 
weather is different in 
different parts of the UK 
and explain weather 
patterns over the UK 
and their effects on us. 
Finally, students will be 
introduced to human-
induced climate change, 
its’ causes and likely 
effects. 
 

Topic: Russia. Is 
Russia’s geography a 
curse or benefit? 
Intent:  As the largest 
country on the planet, 
Russia offers a huge 
variety of climates, 
landscapes, biomes 
and peoples to study.  
One of the most 
interesting aspects of 
Russia’s history and 
development is the 
role played by its’ 
physical geography – 
is Russia a ‘prisoner of 
geography’? By 
studying this unit, 
students will learn 
more about this often 
mentioned but little 
understood country. 

 

Geography enables pupils to develop a sense of deep curiosity about the world’s natural and human environments. Our young people will inherit a 

world that is rapidly changing and our curriculum will enable pupils to grow in competence and make reasoned judgements about the causes and 

impacts of change in the natural and human world. We will provide pupils with a broad geographical curriculum which reflects the complexity and 

diversity of the earth’s systems, both natural and human. Our balanced geographical curriculum will allow pupils to develop a range of 

skills, knowledge and understanding. The thematic links which run through KS3, for example, will also support the principles or cura personalis 

and laudato si. Geography supports our pupils in becoming young men of conscience as they learn to critically evaluate the best courses of action 

available to us to manage our environment in a more sustainable way. Our pupils will develop a deeper knowledge of the United Kingdom and the 

wider world and a more cosmopolitan and internationalist outlook. They will go out into the world as young men of compassion, who understand 

key geographical processes and the impact human activity is having on the natural world. They will have the confidence and knowledge to speak 

out against environmental damage and promote a 

more sustainable way of life. 
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Topic: Restless Earth 
Intent:  To understand 
why people live in 
hazardous places. 
 

Topic: Population 

Dilemmas 

Intent: to learn how 

population structure 

varies in different 

countries, considering 

their levels of 

development and how 

some countries have 

tried to control 

population growth.  To 

develop knowledge of 

the key components of 

population: Population 

distribution, Population 

indicators, Population 

structure, Population 

pyramids, Push and pull 

factors and Migration. 

We will look closely at 

Japan and China’s 

population policies. 

 

Topic: How does ice 
change the world? 
Intent:  The intent of 
this topic is that pupils 
receive an 
introduction to the 
processes that have 
shaped much of the 
UK and the wider 
world.  By examining 
currently glaciated 
landscapes, we can 
infer what processes 
were taking place in 
upland Britain during 
the last ice age to 
create the landscapes 
of the Lake District 
and Snowdonia. 
 

Topic: Rivers and the 
water cycle: ‘How can 
we live with rivers?’ 
Intent:  The intent of 
this topic is that all 
students will have a 
clear understanding of 
the global water 
(hydrological) cycle and 
how the drainage 
basins system fits into 
it. Students will learn 
the importance of rivers 
as agents of landscape 
change, sources of 
water for people and 
destructive natural 
hazards.  The big 
question in this topic is 
‘How can we live with 
rivers?’ 
 

Topic: Exploring 

Africa 

Intent: To study the 

physical and human 

aspects of the 

geography of Africa. 

This will include 

biomes such as 

desert and Africa’s 

rich resources. We 

will investigate 

Africa’s colonial 

history and how it 

continues to shape 

the continent’s 

economic and 

political fortunes. 

Pupils will develop 

awareness of the 

challenges and 

opportunities facing 

the continent in the 

21st century. 

 

Topic: World Cities 

 

Intent: To ask the 
question: London 
being gentrified? 
To think about 
how and why 
some settlements 
grow into world 
cities, debate 
how we can 
make cities more 
sustainable, 
 explore cities in 
unfamiliar places 
-an explain the 
impacts of urban 
processes on the 
natural world. 
 

Ye
ar

 9
 

Topic: Coastal 
Environments  
Intent:  The intent of 
this topic is that all 
students to have a 
clear understanding 
of coastal processes 
and landforms. 
Students understand 
the importance of 
coastlines to a variety 
of groups of people in 
the UK and can 
debate the costs and 
benefits of coastal 
management 

Topic: climate Change 

Intent: to consider the 
contribution of natural 
and human processes 
on climate, debate the 
relative impacts of 
different human 
activities on climate 
change and the best 
ways of mitigating / 
adapting. 
 Find out how 
unfamiliar places are 
affected by climate 
change and explain 
how our actions are 

Topic: Development  
Intent: to ask the 
question ‘Why is 
there still global 
inequality?’ 
To understand why 
some places are 
more developed 
than others, 
debate global 
development issues, 
learn what it is like 
to live in an LIC, use 
Dollar 
Street/Gapminder to 
explore 

Topic: The Middle East 
Intent: to explore the 
question: ‘Why is there 
so much conflict in the 
Middle East?’ 
To understand the 
complex relationships 
between the nations 
of this region, debate 
Arab / Israeli relations, 
conflict over resources 
such as water and 
begin to understand 
the geography of an 
unfamiliar region. 

Topic: Ecosystems 
Intent: to ask the 
question: ‘How does 
the natural world 
work?’ 
To understand how 
ecosystems work, 
debate the 
importance of using 
ecosystem resources 
more sustainably,  
gain an 
understanding of 
biomes in unfamiliar 
parts of the world, 
with a particular 

 



 

strategies. Students 
can explain how 
people are affected by 
and manage the 
natural coastal 
environment. The big 
question for this topic 
is ‘Why is the coast so 
important to the UK?’ 
 

impacting the natural 
world. 
 

QoL/standards of 
living in places at 
different points on 
the development 
spectrum and 
explain how the 
natural environment 
can affect levels of 
development. 
 

To explain how climate 
and landscape 
influence people. 
 

focus on tropical 
rainforests. 
Understand the 
inputs, process and 
outputs of 
ecosystems. 
 


