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Exam Board: AQA 

Geography enables pupils to develop a sense of deep curiosity about the world’s natural and human environments.  Our young people will inherit a world 
that is rapidly changing and our curriculum will enable pupils to grow in competence and make reasoned judgements about the causes and impacts of 
change in the natural and human world. We will provide pupils with a broad geographical curriculum which reflects the complexity and diversity of the 
earth’s systems, both natural and human.  Our balanced geographical curriculum will allow pupils to develop a range of skills, knowledge and 
understanding. The thematic links which run through KS3, for example, will also support the principles or cura personalis and laudato si. Geography 
supports our pupils in becoming young men of conscience as they learn to critically evaluate the best courses of action available to us to manage our 
environment in a more sustainable way.  
Our pupils will develop a deeper knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world and a more cosmopolitan and internationalist outlook.  They will 
go out into the world as young men of compassion, who understand key geographical processes and the impact human activity is having on the natural 
world. They will have the confidence and knowledge to speak out against environmental damage and promote a more sustainable way of life. 
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Challenges in the 
Human environment - 
The Urban World.  
Students study: the 
global pattern of 
urban change; 
urban trends in 
different parts of 
the world including 
HICs and LICs; 
factors affecting 
the rate of 
urbanisation – 
migration (push–
pull theory), 
natural increase; 
the emergence of 
megacities. 
We then look at a 
case study of Rio 
de Janeiro: the 
location and 
importance of the 
city, regionally, 
nationally and 
internationally; 
causes of growth: 
natural increase 
and migration; how 
urban growth has 
created 
opportunities and  
challenges; 

Challenges in the 
Human environment 
- The Urban World.  
We then turn our 
attention to the UK 
starting with an 
overview of the 
distribution of 
population and the 
major cities in the 
UK.  
A case study of a 
major city in the UK 
(Bristol) is used to 
illustrate: the 
location and 
importance of the 
city in the UK and the 
wider world; impacts 
of national and 
international 
migration on the 
growth and character 
of the city; how 
urban change has 
created social, 
economic and 
environmental 
opportunities and 
how urban change 
has created  
challenges:  social 
and economic: urban 
deprivation, 
inequalities in 
housing, education, 

Physical Landscapes 
in the UK - Coasts. 
An overview of the 
location of major 
upland/ lowland 
areas and river 
systems. 
Wave types and 
characteristics. 
Coastal processes: 
• weathering 
processes – 
• mass movement 
• erosion  
• transportation 
longshore drift  
• deposition. 
How geological 
structure and rock 
type influence 
coastal forms. 
Characteristics and 
formation of 
landforms resulting 
from erosion – 
headlands and 
bays, cliffs and 
wave cut platforms, 
caves, arches and 
stacks. 
Characteristics and 
formation of 
landforms resulting 

Physical Landscapes 
in the UK - cold 
environments. 
Maximum extent of 
ice cover across the 
UK during the last 
ice age.  
Glacial processes. 
Characteristics and 
formation of 
landforms resulting 
from erosion. 
Characteristics and 
formation of 
landforms resulting 
from 
transportation and 
deposition. 
An example of an 
upland area in the 
UK affected by 
glaciation to 
identify its major 
landforms of 
erosion and 
deposition. 
An overview of 
economic activities 
in glaciated upland 
areas – tourism, 
farming, forestry 
and quarrying. 
Conflicts between 

The Changing 
Economic World - the 
changing UK economy 
Economic futures in 
the UK: causes of 
economic change - 
deindustrialisation 
and decline of 
traditional 
industrial base, 
globalisation and 
government 
policies. Moving 
towards a post-
industrial 
economy: science 
and business parks. 
Impacts of industry 
on the physical 
environment. An 
example of how 
modern industrial 
development can 
be more 
environmentally 
sustainable. 
Social and 
economic changes 
in the rural 
landscape in one 
area of population 
growth and one 

Fieldwork.  
Students undertake 
two geographical 
enquiries, each of 
which must include 
the use of primary 
data, collected as 
part of a fieldwork 
exercise. 
Fieldwork and 
subsequent write 
ups will take place 
in the final half of 
the summer term. 
 
Revision and 
exams. 
 



managing urban 
growth – slums, 
squatter 
settlements; 
providing clean 
water, sanitation 
systems and energy 
; providing access 
to services – health 
and education; 
reducing 
unemployment and 
crime; managing 
environmental 
issues – waste 
disposal, air and 
water pollution, 
traffic congestion. 
 
 

health and 
employment; 
environmental: 
dereliction, building 
on brownfield and 
greenfield sites, 
waste disposal; the 
impact of urban 
sprawl on the rural–
urban fringe, and the 
growth of commuter 
settlements.  
An example of an 
urban regeneration 
project is used to 
show reasons why 
the area needed 
regeneration and the 
main features of the 
project. 
Finally features of 
sustainable urban 
living:  water and 
energy conservation; 
waste recycling;  
creating green space. 
How urban transport 
strategies are used to 
reduce traffic 
congestion. 
 
 

from deposition – 
beaches, sand 
dunes, spits and 
bars. An example of 
a section of 
coastline in the UK 
to identify its major 
landforms of 
erosion and 
deposition. 
The costs and 
benefits of 
management 
strategies: both 
hard engineering  
and soft 
engineering. 
Managed retreat – 
coastal 
realignment. An 
example of a 
coastal 
management 
scheme in the UK 
to show:  reasons 
for management,  
the management 
strategy, the 
resulting effects 
and conflicts. 
 
 

different land uses, 
and between 
development and 
conservation. An 
example of a 
glaciated upland 
area in the UK used 
for tourism to 
show: • the 
attractions for 
tourists • social, 
economic and 
environmental 
impacts of tourism 
• strategies used to 
manage the impact 
of tourism. 
 

area of population 
decline. 
Improvements and 
new developments 
in transport 
infrastructure.  
The north–south 
divide. Strategies 
used in an attempt 
to resolve regional 
differences. The 
place of the UK in 
the wider world. 
Economic and 
political links: the 
European Union 
(EU) and 
Commonwealth. 
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The Changing 
economic world - The 
Development Gap 

Different ways of 
classifying parts of 
the world 
according to their 
level of economic 
development and 
quality of life. 
Different measures 
of development. 
Human 
Development Index 
(HDI). Limitations 
of economic and 
social measures. 
Link between 
stages of the 
Demographic 
Transition Model 
and the level of 
development. 
Causes and 
Consequences of 
uneven 
development.  

An overview of the 
strategies used to 
reduce the 
development gap. 
An example of how 

Natural Hazards 

Definition of a 
natural hazard. 
Types of natural 
hazard. Factors 
affecting hazard 
risk. 

Plate tectonics 
theory. Global 
distribution of 
earthquakes and 
volcanic eruptions 
and their 
relationship to 
plate margins. 
Physical processes 
taking place at 
different types of 
plate margin 
(constructive, 
destructive and 
conservative) that 
lead to 
earthquakes and 
volcanic activity. 

Primary and 
secondary effects 
of a tectonic 
hazard. Immediate 
and long-term 
responses to a 

Weather hazards. 

General 
atmospheric 
circulation model: 
pressure belts and 
surface winds. 

Global distribution 
of tropical storms. 
An understanding 
of the relationship 
between tropical 
storms and general 
atmospheric 
circulation. Causes 
of tropical storms 
and the sequence 
of their formation 
and development. 
The structure and 
features of a 
tropical storm. How 
climate change 
might affect the 
distribution, 
frequency and 
intensity of tropical 
storms. 

Primary and 
secondary effects 
of tropical storms. 
Immediate and 

The challenge of 
resource 
management 

The significance of 
food, water and 
energy to 
economic and 
social well-being. 
An overview of 
global inequalities 
in the supply and 
consumption of 
resources. 

An overview of 
these resources in 
relation to the UK. 

Two of these 
resources will be 
studied in detail, 
looking at: 
increasing global 
demand and 
insecurity of supply 
which may lead to 
conflict. Different 
strategies used to 
increase resource 
supply. 

 

The Living world  

Cold environments 

The physical 
characteristics of a 
cold environment. 
The 
interdependence of 
climate, 
permafrost, soils, 
plants, animals and 
people. Adaptation 
to the physical 
conditions. Issues 
related to 
biodiversity. 

A case study of a 
cold environment 
to illustrate:  
development 
opportunities, 
challenges of 
developing cold 
environments.  The 
value of cold 
environments as 
wilderness areas 
and why these 
environments 
should be 
protected. 
Strategies used to 

Exams 



the growth of 
tourism in an LIC or 
NEE helps to 
reduce the 
development gap. 

A case study of one 
LIC or NEE to 
illustrate: • the 
location and 
importance of the 
country, regionally 
and globally • the 
wider political, 
social, cultural and 
environmental 
context within 
which the country 
is placed • the 
changing industrial 
structure. The 
balance between 
different sectors of 
the economy. How 
manufacturing 
industry can 
stimulate economic 
development • the 
role of 
transnational 
corporations 
(TNCs) in relation 
to industrial 

tectonic hazard. 
Use named 
examples to show 
how the effects 
and responses to a 
tectonic hazard 
vary between two 
areas of 
contrasting levels 
of wealth. 

Reasons why 
people continue to 
live in areas at risk 
from a tectonic 
hazard. How 
monitoring, 
prediction, 
protection and 
planning can 
reduce the risks 
from a tectonic 
hazard. 

 

 

long-term 
responses to 
tropical storms. 
Use a named 
example of a 
tropical storm to 
show its effects and 
responses. How 
monitoring, 
prediction, 
protection and 
planning can 
reduce the effects 
of tropical storms. 

An overview of 
types of weather 
hazard experienced 
in the UK. 

An example of a 
recent extreme 
weather event in 
the UK to illustrate: 
• causes • social, 
economic and 
environmental 
impacts • how 
management 
strategies can 
reduce risk. 
Evidence that 
weather is 

The Living world 

An example of a 
small scale UK 
ecosystem to 
illustrate the 
concept of 
interrelationships 
within a natural 
system, the balance 
between 
components. The 
impact on the 
ecosystem of 
changing one 
component. 

 An overview of the 
distribution and 
characteristics of 
large scale natural 
global ecosystems. 

Tropical Rainforests 

The physical 
characteristics of a 
tropical rainforest. 
The 
interdependence of 
climate, water, 
soils, plants, 
animals and 
people. Adapt to 

balance the needs 
of economic 
development and 
conservation in 
cold environments. 

Issue Evaluation / 
revision 

This section 
contributes a 
critical thinking and 
problem-solving 
element to the 
assessment 
structure. The 
assessment will 
provide students 
with the 
opportunity to 
demonstrate 
geographical skills 
and applied 
knowledge and 
understanding by 
looking at a 
particular issue(s) 
derived from the 
specification using 
secondary sources. 

 A resource booklet 
will be available 
twelve weeks 



 Term 1.1 Term 1.2 Term 2.1 Term 2.2 Term 3.1 Term 3.2 

development. 
Advantages and 
disadvantages of 
TNC(s) to the host 
country • the 
changing political 
and trading 
relationships with 
the wider world • 
international aid: 
types of aid, 
impacts of aid on 
the receiving 
country • the 
environmental 
impacts of 
economic 
development • the 
effects of economic 
development on 
quality of life for 
the population. 

becoming more 
extreme in the UK. 

Climate change. 

Evidence for 
climate change 
from the beginning 
of the Quaternary 
period to the 
present day. 
Possible causes of 
climate change. 
Overview of the 
effects of climate 
change on people 
and the 
environment. 

Managing climate 
change:  mitigation, 
adaptation.  

 

 

the physical 
conditions. Issues 
related to 
biodiversity. 

Changing rates of 
deforestation. A 
case study of a 
tropical rainforest 
to illustrate:  
causes of 
deforestation, 
impacts of 
deforestation 
including the 
contribution to 
climate change. 

Value of tropical 
rainforests to 
people and the 
environment. 
Strategies used to 
manage the 
rainforest 
sustainably . 

before the date of 
the exam (Paper 3) 
so that students 
have the 
opportunity to 
work through the 
resources, enabling 
them to become 
familiar with the 
material. 

 

 


