
GCSE Sociology 
Exam Board: AQA  

Course Overview: 

GCSE Sociology helps students to gain knowledge and understanding of 
key social structures, processes and issues through the study of families, 
education, crime and deviance and social stratification. Students will develop their 
analytical, assimilation and communication skills by comparing and contrasting perspectives 
on a variety of social issues, constructing reasoned arguments, making substantiated 
judgements and drawing reasoned conclusions. By studying sociology, students will develop 
transferable skills including how to:  

• investigate facts and make deductions  
• develop opinions and new ideas on social issues  
• analyse and better understand the social world. 
 

Course Content: 

1. The Sociological Approach: Includes studying some key sociologists such as Marx, 
Durkheim and Weber 

2. Social structures, social processes and social issues: Including an evaluation of classical 
sociological theories 

3. Families: Includes studying the changing nature of families and the different roles and 
relationships within them 

4. Education: Including the processes and legal aspect of education, and the relationship 
between education and capitalism 

5. Crime and deviance: Studying the nature of criminal behaviour and the social factors that 
drive people into crime 

6. Social stratification: Looking at the relationship between wealth, poverty and power in 
the UK 

7. Sociological research methods: Students will gain an understanding of the different 
research methods used to gather data 

Assessment: 

Students will sit 2 written examinations of 1 hour and 45 minutes, each one being worth 
50% of the overall grade. 

Each exam is split into 2 sections, each having two multiple choice questions follow by a 
range of short and extended questions. 

Careers Related to Sociology: 

The GCSE in sociology provides an ideal grounding to go on to study A level Sociology in our 
6th form. Having A-level sociology can lead you to university degree courses in sociology, 
criminology, politics, ethics, philosophy, advertising, media studies, cinema studies, 
journalism amongst others.  


