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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

We have come to the end of another remarkable academic year, one like no other.  It has certainly had its 

challenges but there has also been so much to celebrate: the way staff and students have coped with online 

learning; how we have accepted the safety measures that we have all had to take to limit the risk of 

transmission of the virus and to keep one another safe such as wearing masks, hand sanitising, working in 

bubbles etc; the engaging extra-curricular activities that have run in spite of physical limitations and most 

importantly,  the way we have supported one another and worked together.  As ever, your support has been 

fundamental and is really appreciated.  As many of you will know, in recent weeks we had a number of 

positive cases and have had to instruct a significant number of staff and students to self-isolate.  This has 

been challenging to all but families and staff have followed the guidance and stuck to the rules.   

 

Today Fr Adrian Porter SJ celebrated Mass for the Feast of St Ignatius.  Fr Adrian started his role in education 

here at the College in 1988 straight after his ordination and has been a great friend to St Ignatius College. 

He has been the Director of Education for Jesuit Schools for the last 10 years and previously was 

Headteacher of two Jesuit Schools and we were honoured that he joined us today.  He is moving to Edinburgh 

in September and we wish him every happiness in his new role.  

 

September arrangements 

We are navigating the recently published DfE guidance regarding mass testing.  As you know, we are dealing 

with a fast changing landscape and may have to change our plans in response to new announcements or 

guidance.  Currently, our planned arrangements for September are as follows and we will inform you if there 

are any changes.   

 

Wednesday 1 September  Staff INSET day 

Thursday 2 September  Year 12 students: coronavirus testing 

Friday 3 September  Year 7 induction day and coronavirus testing  
Year 12 enrichment day at HYMs 
Year 13 resit day 

Monday 6 September  Years 11, 9 and 13 return to school and coronavirus 
testing 

Tuesday 7 September  Years 10 and 8 return to school and coronavirus 
testing 

 

Our aim is to get students back into classrooms and learning as soon as possible so once students are tested, 

they will stay in school and we aim to carry out the second test from Wednesday onwards while students are 

in school.   

 

Naturally, pupils will potentially mix with lots of other people during the summer holidays.  You can really 

support us to keep the community safe by testing your child before they return to school in September.  We 

are issuing students with test kits today and ask that you ensure that your child tests before returning to 

school in September.  

 

 



Results days  

A level results day is Tuesday 10 August and GCSE results day is on Thursday 12 August.  Mr Petrie and 

Mr Carrigy have written to parents of students in years 11 and 13 outlining our arrangements.  Please keep 

our young people who will be receiving results this summer in your prayers.    

 

Uniform and appearance policy 

Appearance is important to us and we take pride in making sure that our students are dressed smartly.  We 

have clear guidelines on uniform and appearance and I ask for your support in ensuring that during the 

summer break, where necessary, uniform is replaced and that students are ready to return to us in September 

in full uniform and fully equipped and that hair is neat and adheres to our policy.   

After consultation with students, staff and parents, we have agreed some amendments to our hair policy.  

 

Afro Texture 

Students with afro-textured hair are permitted to have all the conventional haircuts.  Hair can also be worn in 

afros, twists, braids, cornrows, fades and skin fades.  However, ‘durags’ are NOT permitted.  The length of 

hair should not reach or cover the eyebrows or the collar of their shirts unless tied back. 

 

European and Asian Texture (long straight and wavy hair) 

Students with European and Asian textured hair and related types are allowed to have all conventional 

hairstyles.  Skin fades, fades and layered tops are accepted but the length of hair should not reach or cover 

the eyebrows or the collar of their shirts unless tied back. 

 

Haircuts, regardless of texture, must generally conform to the following: 

 Hair dye, shavings, tracks, patterns or lines are not permitted on hair or eyebrows  

 Pupils must be clean-shaven. 

 Piercings (or plasters covering them) and jewellery are not permitted. 

 Be neat and tidy.  

 

The general principle remains that we wish our students to look neat and tidy.  Please see the website for 

the full Uniform and Appearance Policy.  

 

Goodbyes 

A number of colleagues are leaving us at the end of term – some to train to be a teacher, some to take up a 

different career, some to move closer to family or out of London and some for promotion.  We thank them for 

all their hard work and we wish them every happiness for the future.  

 

Thank you 

Thank you again for your support, patience, resilience, kindness and collaboration.  We are fortunate to work 
with such wonderful families and that our students come from homes where education is valued and 
respected.  Thank you also to our staff, governors and Captaincy Team who have worked so hard this year.  
Whether you are going away or not, I wish you a very happy and restful summer break.  Please encourage 
your son/daughter to take advantage of all that our local area and London have to offer.  There is so much 
to enjoy in London that does not cost a lot of money.  There are details of the Enfield Summer Uni programme 
and the government Rediscover Summer programme in the newsletter, so please do have a look.   
 

We look forward to welcoming students back to school in September rested, energised and ready to give of 

their best for the term ahead.   

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mary O’Keeffe  

Headteacher   


