
The Catch-up Premium at St Ignatius College 
 
What is Catch up Premium? 

Each year, the government allocates funding to support pupils in state-funded 

schools who did not reach the expected standard in reading and/or mathematics or 

both at Key Stage 2. This funding is then used to help these students to 'catch up' 

with their peers during their first year in the school. 

  

Catch up 2018 – 2019 

Last year the funding changed. We allocated the funding on the basis that schools 

receive the same overall amount of Year 7 catch-up premium funding they received 

in 2017 to 2018. It was adjusted to reflect the percentage change in the size of their 

Year 7 cohort based on the October 2018 census. For last year we were allocated 

£8,994 from the government as part of this initiative. 

 

How the funding was allocated in 2018-19. 

 

1) The college invested in the Growth in Reading, Oracy and Writing program 

(GROW) designed by UCL. We had three members of staff trained in the program 

and were able to deliver it to our core Catch up group. Sessions were run two 

mornings a week with those that had not reached the national standards at KS2.  

 

2) A comprehension/reading intervention group is supported two mornings a week 

and a spelling group once a week. The Comprehension Group follow an established 

programme which has built-in assessments and allows for progression. For the 

spelling, we use the Schonell Spelling Programme, and they are tested and the end 

of each term. 

 

3) We also have two English Plus Groups. They have three lessons per fortnight. 

They cover reading, spelling, punctuation and grammar. They also have 

differentiated work which follows the English Department's scheme of work. For 

example, we have differentiated Midsummer's Night Dream, and The Boy in the 

Striped Pyjamas for them to use.   

 



4) Extra Maths classes were provided to support students with regards to filling in the 

gaps of their knowledge. These were provided for in addition to their regular maths 

lessons.  

 

5) Homework club ran to support the students eligible for Catch up to ensure 

students maintained their progress.  

  

What was the impact? 

1) All students taking part in the GROW program improved their reading and spelling 

ages. 58% of students progressed their reading level by six months due to this 

initiative. 

 

2) The spelling group saw 62% of the cohort improve their spelling ages by more 

than 1 year with the remaining increasing by 6 months.   

 

2) In Maths, 70% of students involved in our Catch up program improved their levels 

to the national standard. We aim to improve this for the year 2019-2020.  

  

Catch-up, 2019 -2020.  

 

The funding allocation for this academic year has yet to be confirmed.  

 

How we intend to use the funds moving forward. 

 

 The school will continue to invest in our early morning interventions to help 

close gaps with our students learning.  

 

 We have a Maths teacher whose timetable will have time allocated to our 

Catch-up pupils. 

 

 This year we will be investing in the reading rewards program so we can 

encourage reading for pleasure with our Catch up students.  

 


