
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A guide to Key Stage 3 assessment 

and reporting from September 2016 

Beyond  

              Levels 



Introduction 

In May 2013, the Secretary of State announced: ‘as part of our reforms to the 

national curriculum, the current system of ‘levels’ used to report children’s attainment 

and progress will be removed. It will not be replaced.’ 

It was felt that levels became too restrictive and did not ensure that students were 

secure in their knowledge and understanding of the curriculum. Levels had been 

introduced to provide students, parents and teachers with a best-fit summary of how 

well students had achieved at the end of a Key Stage. However, as levels and sub-

levels were eventually also used to assess end of year, end of topic exams as well 

as individual assignments, the use of levels sacrificed depth and breadth of 

understanding in favour of pace and progress.  

Since September 2016, all secondary schools in England and Wales are required to 

publish their own 11-16 assessment policies, detailing how progress and attainment 

across Key Stages 3 and 4 will be assessed and reported.  

The new assessment model developed by St Ignatius College focuses on 

accelerating students’ learning and progress by focusing feedback on those areas of 

the curriculum where students’ knowledge and understanding is secure as well as 

those areas where students have not yet demonstrated the required skills to master 

a subject.  

 

Assessment principles 

 Students’ targets are based on KS2 prior attainment and based on high 
expectations and challenge for all  

 Assessment is based on skills that are closely linked to the curriculum at KS3 
and develop skills required to be successful at KS4 

 Students are required to master a skill and a subject; they need to become 
fluent in the subject and practise skills they have not yet mastered  

Attainment 

Each department has developed a set of descriptors that will inform feedback, core 
knowledge and skills acquired by students. There will be four thresholds which are 
linked to projected KS4 outcomes: 

Threshold Commencing Developing Securing Mastering 

Projected 
GCSE 

outcome 
1-2 3-4 5-6 7-9 



Students who are mastering the curriculum are able to:  

 apply their knowledge and skills to new and unfamiliar scenarios 

 adapt their work for difference audiences 

 conduct their own research and develop their own lines of inquiry 
 

Student friendly example threshold descriptor Year 7 French 

Listening 1 

 

Recognition 

of Vocabulary 

 

I can recognise a few 

cognates in spoken 

form 

- Compare 
pronunciation in 
French and in 
English 

I can understand a 

range of familiar 

spoken words and 

phrases with the help of 

repetition, mime or 

pictures. 

- What is the 
missing words: 
Listen and fill in 
the gaps 

I can understand 

opinions and reasons in 

a Listening activity 

- Listen to 
statements and 
decide if the 
sentences given 
are true of false 

I can work out the 

meaning of unfamiliar 

words in Listening 

activities, by 

understanding the 

context of the topic 

- Listen to the 
statements/conver
sation  and 
answer the 
questions 

Reading 1 

 

Recognition 

of Vocabulary 

 

I can recognise a few 

cognates in written 

form 

- Compare 
spelling of 
cognates in 
the target 
Language and 
English 

I can understand a 

range of familiar written 

words and phrases 

- Translate the 
words/ 
phrases into 
English 

I can understand 

opinions and reasons in 

a written text. 

- Read the 
statements 
and decide 
whether the 
sentences 
given are true 
or false 

I can work out the 

meaning of written 

unfamiliar words in 

Reading activities, by 

understanding the 

context of the topic 

- Read the 
statements 
and answer 
the questions 

Speaking 1 

Quality of 

Language 

I can repeat a few 

simple words 

- Pronunciation of 
previously learned 
vocabulary 

I can say a few words 

and simple phrases 

including classroom 

language 

- Greetings and  
answering the 
register in the 
target Language 

 

I can say some difficult 

phonemes correctly 

- Based on your 
knowledge of the 
language and its 
phonetics how 
would you say the 
given words/ 
phrases 

I can ask and answer 

questions and my 

language is readily 

understandable 

- Answer complex 
questions on 
topics already 
learned and 
prepared for 
homework 

Writing 1 

 

Accuracy 

I can write or copy 

simple words correctly 

- Select the correct 
word from the list 
to label the 
pictures given 

I am starting to write 

down simple words 

from memory with 

correct spelling 

- Vocabulary test 

I can write or translate 

short sentences 

accurately from 

memory. 

- Write the given 
English sentences 
into the target 
Language 

I can use a dictionary 

more confidently to 

translate a short text of 

4/5 sentences and look 

up words and 

gender/plurals 

- Write a given 
English passage 
into the target 
Language 

 

 

 



Assessment 

Depending on the subject and the skills descriptors, different types of assessments 
are going to be used to assess which threshold a students has reached. Students 
need to consistently show they reach a certain threshold to be awarded it. Types of 
assessments used will be  

 homework tasks  

 contributions in class  

 end of topic assessments 

Where a subject is assessing knowledge rather than skills, a percentage grade 
boundary will be used by a department, for example: 

Test percentage Attainment 

80-100 Mastering 

60-79 Securing 

40-59 Developing 

10-39 Commencing 

Please note that the percentage boundary for different subjects and different 
assessments can differ from the example shown above. It is also possible that the 
percentage boundary differs between assessments.  

Measuring Progress during Terms 1 and 2 

Student targets will be based on KS2 attainment and set for the end of KS4. 
Throughout each term, students’ skills and knowledge will be assessed to decide 
which of the four thresholds a student has reached (this is the attainment). As each 
threshold is mapped against projected KS4 outcomes, teachers will report students’ 
progress by comparing the attainment against the KS4 target.  

 

 

 

 



Example: 

Student KS4 Target Attainment Projected 
KS4 outcome 

Progress 
against KS4 

Target 

A 8 Mastering 7-9 Expected 

B 4 Mastering 7-9 Exceptional* 

C 3 Commencing 1-2 Emerging 

D 6 Mastering 7-9 Exceeding 

*Student B is consistently working two thresholds above his target threshold which 
would be considered exceptional progress.  

  

Reporting at the end of Term 3 

Throughout the year, students will practise the skills they have not yet mastered as 
well as gain new knowledge in each topic. To become fully fluent in a subject, 
students are required to apply knowledge and understanding to demonstrate they 
have reached mastery in each subject area.  

At the end of year of programme of study, we will provide students, parents and 
carers with an indicator of what students are currently on track to achieve at the end 
of KS4 using an estimated KS4 grade range 1-2, 3-4, 5-6 or 7-9. Subject teachers 
will also briefly outline an area of strength and an area for development. 

As students move from KS3 to KS4, estimated KS4 grade ranges will be replaced 
with predicted KS4 grades.  

 

 


